J. EDGAR MURDOCK INN OF COURT

STATEMENT OF TOPICS

2010-2011 SEASON

J. EDGAR MURDOCK INN OF COURT

STATEMENT OF TOPICS

2010-2011 SEASON
DATE





TOPIC
September 14, 2010

Planning Meeting – No Presentation

October 12, 2010
Rules 101-106 of the Federal Rules of Evidence (“Rule” or “Rules”) with a focus on Rule 104 (Preliminary Question), Rule 105 (Limited Admissibility), and Rule 106 (Remainder of or Related Writings or Recorded Statements).  Consider including offers of proof.

November 9, 2010
Rule 201 (Judicial Notice).

January 11, 2011
Rules 301 and 302 (Presumptions in Civil Actions and Proceedings) and IRC Section 7491.

February 8, 2011
Rules 401 (Definition of "Relevant Evidence"), 402 (Relevant evidence Generally Admissible; Irrelevant Evidence Inadmissible), and 403 (Exclusion of Relevant Evidence on Grounds of Prejudice, Confusion, or Waste of Time).  Consider including (i) presentation of, and challenges to, summary evidence - charts, graphs, etc., and (ii) grounds for excluding exhibits (e.g., if not exchanged 14 days before trial; privilege issues).
March 8, 2011
Rules 404 (Character Evidence Not Admissible to Prove Conduct; Exceptions; Other Crimes), 405 (Methods of Proving Character), 406 (Habit; Routine Practice), 408 (Compromise and Offers in Compromise), 410 (Inadmissibility of Pleas, Plea Discussions, and Related Statements).

April 12, 2011
Rules 601 (General Rule of Competency), 602 (Lack of Personal Knowledge), 603 (Oath or Affirmation), 607 (Who May Impeach), 608 (Evidence of Character and Conduct of Witness), 610 (Religious Beliefs and Opinions), 612 (Writings Used to Refresh Memory), with a focus on impeachment and refreshing recollection. 

