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Aaron H. Marks 
PARTNER   |   NEW YORK 
 

T: (212) 506-1721 F: (212) 506-1800 
amarks@kasowitz.com 
 
 

Aaron is an accomplished trial lawyer focusing on complex commercial 
litigation.  He is widely recognized as one of the top litigators in the country, 
including in the most recent editions of Chambers USA: America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business (“extremely methodical”, “particularly deep expertise in 
IP”, “very understanding and sensitive to the needs of in-house counsel”); 
Legal 500 (recognized as one of the 45 Leading Trial Lawyers in the U.S.; a 
leading Trade Secrets attorney);  Euromoney, Benchmark Litigation: The 
Definitive Guide to America’s Leading Firms and Attorneys; and New York 
Super Lawyers.  Aaron was profiled as one of the nation’s most 
accomplished litigators under the age of 45 by The American Lawyer 
magazine (see related “Fab Fifty” article).  He was also one of the firm’s 
attorneys featured in The American Lawyer cover story chronicling the firm’s 
“Fast Rise to the Top.”  
 
Aaron has expertise in disputes relating to securities, corporate governance, 
lender liability, mass torts and trade secrets.  Aaron currently is representing 
clients in a variety of lawsuits relating to the credit market crisis, including 
disputes regarding mortgage-backed securities, CDOs, credit default swaps, 
acquisition financings, and failed broker dealers.  He has represented 
corporations, private equity and other investment firms, and individuals in 
state and federal courts throughout the country, before arbitration panels, 
and in proceedings involving the Securities and Exchange Commission, the 
U.S. Department of Justice and various states’ attorneys general.  

Aaron has extensive trial experience, including having served as first chair 
representing companies in several significant cases.  For example, Aaron 
led cigarette manufacturer Liggett Group's defense of the nine-month trial of 
the Department of Justice's RICO lawsuit against the tobacco industry.  
Federal District Judge Kessler issued a lengthy decision awarding judgment 
in favor of Liggett (whereas substantial relief was ordered against all of the 
other major cigarette manufacturers).  Aaron, together with other firm 
partners, also defended The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey in 
the trial concerning the Port Authority's liability for the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. 

 

RELATED PRACTICES 
Antitrust Litigation 
Commercial Litigation 
Complex Financial Products 

Litigation 
Financing Litigation 
Intellectual Property Litigation 
Mass Tort and Product Liability 
Real Estate - Litigation 
Securities Litigation 
 

EDUCATION 

 Emory Law School (J.D., 
1993) 

Editor, Emory Law 
Journal 

 University of Pennsylvania 
(B.A., B.S., 1990) 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 1994, New York 
 

COURT ADMISSIONS 

 1993, U.S. District Court, 
District of New Jersey 
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 1996, U.S. Court of 
Appeals, Fifth Circuit 

 1997, U.S. Court of 
Appeals, Fourth Circuit 

 1998, U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of New 
York 

 1998, U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of New 
York 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

 Faculty Member, Emory 
University Law School 
Trial Techniques Program  

 Board Member, New York 
American Inn of Court 

 Board Member, Legal Aid 
Society of New York 

 Board Member, Project 
Morry 

NOTABLE REPRESENTATIONS 

 TSL (USA), Inc., an affiliate of National Australia Bank, and Royal 
Park Investments SA/NV, an entity created in connection with the 
Belgian State’s sale of Fortis Bank SA/NV to BNP Paribas S.A. for 
the purpose of purchasing and managing certain of Fortis Bank’s 
structured credit risks, in three separate actions against 
Oppenheimer and its affiliates relating to defendants’ misconduct as 
administrators of three structured finance vehicles, alleging damages 
of more than $2.5 billion.  

 Hilton Worldwide in an action alleging trade secret misappropriation 
brought by Hilton's competitor, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, and in a 
grand jury investigation conducted by the United States Attorney's 
Office (S.D.N.Y.), relating to the same underlying facts.  

 MBIA Inc., the world's largest bond insurer, in actions brought by 20 
of the world's largest financial institutions, which challenge as a 
fraudulent conveyance MBIA's $5 billion restructuring of its structured 
finance and municipal bond insurance businesses.  

 Purolite International, a specialty chemical manufacturer, in an action 
against competitor Thermax Ltd. (India) for misappropriation of trade 
secrets relating to formulae and production processes for ion-
exchange resin.  The case settled on the eve of trial with a $38 
million payment by Thermax.  

 Freescale Semiconductor in an expedited action by senior term 
lenders challenging Freescale’s issuance of $1 billion of incremental 
term loans as barred by an occurrence of a Material Adverse 
Change.  

 Apollo Management L.P. and its portfolio company, Hexion Specialty 
Chemicals, in prosecuting an expedited proceeding against Credit 
Suisse and Deutsche Bank to compel specific performance of their 
commitment to provide $15 billion in financing for Hexion’s proposed 
merger with Huntsman Chemical, and negotiating a settlement with 
Huntsman that major media outlets, including The Wall Street 
Journal, lauded as a “sweet deal” for Hexion and Apollo.  

 Several of the nation's largest private-equity firms (Apollo 
Management L.P., Bain Capital, Carlyle Group, Centerbridge Capital 
Partners, L.P., Clayton, Dubilier and Rice, Fortress Investment Group 
and TPG Capital) in disputes over acquisitions and acquisition 
financings for several large leveraged buyout transactions. These 
disputes involved the applicability of material adverse change 
clauses, post-merger insolvency, and specific performance of debt 
financing commitments. Most of these buyouts, including Home 
Depot Supply ($9 billion) and Harrah's Entertainment ($30 billion), 
funded and closed.  

 BankUnited, Florida's largest bank, with respect to non-compete and 
trade secret lawsuits brought by Capital One, N.A.  
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 Safra National Bank, in an action brought by Bank of America, and in 
several arbitrations brought by investors.  

 Cigarette manufacturer Liggett Group Inc. in ten jury trials, including 
several in which Liggett was the sole defendant.  A March 2006 
verdict in favor of Liggett (returned in 90 minutes) is believed to be 
the fastest rendered jury verdict in the 50-year history of litigation 
against cigarette manufacturers.  

 Interstate Bakeries to litigate against certain lenders that balked on 
their commitment to provide financing to facilitate the company’s exit 
from chapter 11 bankruptcy.  

 A foreign battery manufacturer in an action brought by a large 
manufacturer of touch control panels over responsibility for alleged 
product defects and recall costs.  

 One of the nation's largest hotel companies (owners) in attorney 
general and putative class actions arising out of alleged consumer 
fraud.  In February 2007, a New York court issued a ruling denying 
nationwide class certification.   

 Real estate developers in litigation concerning ownership, financing 
disputes, and eminent domain.     

 Professional athletes in disputes concerning promotional contracts, 
endorsement deals and use of performance-enhancing drugs.   

 Video-game maker Take-Two Interactive Software in shareholder 
derivative actions arising out of alleged insider trading.  

 Cigarette manufacturer Liggett in state and federal class action cases 
alleging price fixing by all major cigarette companies.  

 Armstrong World Industries, a leading manufacturer of floor tiling, in 
defending claims of a purported nationwide class of millions of 
residential and commercial property owners.  The court denied 
plaintiffs’ motion to certify the proposed class.  

 

 

 

 



  

Allison S. Menkes

T. 212‐768‐1000

F. 212‐768‐3511

asm@dorlaw.com

vCard: 

 
Education

Georgetown University Law Center, J.D., 2007

The Georgetown Journal of Gender and the Law, Staff

The Willem C. Vis Commercial Arbitration Moot

Team, Member

Cornell University, B.S., 2001

Professional Experience

Clifford Chance US LLP, 2007 – 2009

Associate

Admissions

New York

 

Allison S. Menkes

Allison S. Menkes specializes in white collar criminal defense, regulatory

enforcement actions and commercial litigation in federal and state court. She

has represented individuals and corporations in investigations and criminal

prosecutions concerning money laundering, bribery, antitrust violations, and

securities and accounting fraud, and has also conducted internal investigations

on behalf of corporations.

Ms. Menkes is a graduate of Cornell University (B.S. 2001) and Georgetown

University Law Center (J.D. 2007). While in law school, she was Managing

Director of the Barristers’ Council, the umbrella organization for the Moot

Court, Mock Trial and Alternative Dispute Resolution teams and a staff

member of The Georgetown Journal of Gender and the Law. In 2006, Ms.

Menkes was awarded an individual Honorable Mention for her oral argument

performance at the Willem C. Vis Commercial Arbitration Moot in Vienna,

Austria.

Prior to law school, Ms. Menkes was an aide to U.S. Senators Joseph I.

Lieberman and Carl Levin in Washington, D.C.
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Courtney E. Ozer 
Senior Counsel – Litigation 
Unilever 

Courtney E. Ozer recently joined Unilever, a global consumer products company, 

as Senior Counsel – Litigation. Prior to joining Unilever, Ms. Ozer was a senior 

associate at Levine Lee LLP, and previously an associate at Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman LLP.  

Ms. Ozer has a wide range of experience in white collar and complex civil litigation. She is a graduate 

of Georgetown University Law School, where she was the Editor-in-Chief of the Georgetown Law 

Weekly, which was the recipient of the American Bar Association’s Best Law School Newspaper award 

during her tenure, the recipient of the Michael Feldman Advocacy Award, a Student Attorney in the 

Criminal Justice Clinic, and sat on the Student-Faculty Admissions Committee.  Her note, “Make It 

Right: The Case for Granting Tohono O'odham Nation Members U.S. Citizenship,” was published in the 

Georgetown Immigration Law Journal, of which she was Senior Articles Editor.  Ms. Ozer received her 

undergraduate degree from New York University.  Ms. Ozer also acts as copy editor for the family-run 

monthly Phoenix area newspaper CITYSunTimes. 

Bar Admissions: 

 New York, Arizona  
 U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York 
 U.S. Supreme Court 

Professional Affiliations: 

 Association of the Bar of the City of New York 
o Committee on Professional Responsibility 

 New York American Inn of Court 
o Member 
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Emilie B. Cooper 
ASSOCIATE   |   NEW YORK 
 

T: (212) 506-1988 F: (212) 506-1800 
ecooper@kasowitz.com 
 
 

Emilie Cooper’s practice focuses on complex civil litigation.  She has 
represented a wide variety of clients in both state and federal courts.  
Recently she has been involved in a variety of matters relating to the credit 
market crisis, including a workout of multiple construction loans, foreclosures 
on two New York City hotels, and a suit for specific performance of a 
financing commitment for a proposed merger.  She also devotes time to a 
variety of pro bono case including a recent case to reunite a young boy who 
was living in a refugee camp in the Sudan with his family in Brooklyn.  
 

NOTABLE REPRESENTATIONS 

 Gibraltar Private Bank & Trust in a dispute with its former parent, 
Boston Private Financial Corporation, concerning the interpretation 
and implementation of a stock purchase agreement.  

 RPAP, a joint venture between Atlas Capital Group LLC, The 
Procaccianti Group and Rockpoint Group LLC, in several actions in 
New York state court to foreclose on more than $300 million of loans 
secured by the Alex Hotel and the Flatotel, both located in New York 
City, and to recover on the personal guaranties with respect to the 
loans.  

 Partners in several partnerships that own prominent New York City 
office buildings, including the Seagram Building, in connection with 
several disputes, including three lawsuits concerning the two 
managing partners’ failure to properly distribute sale and other 
proceeds relating to the properties, and a lawsuit seeking partnership 
dissolution and sale of the Seagram Building.  

 Hilton Worldwide in an action alleging trade secret misappropriation 
brought by Hilton's competitor, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, and in a 
grand jury investigation conducted by the United States Attorney's 
Office (S.D.N.Y.), relating to the same underlying facts.  
 
 
 

 

RELATED PRACTICES 
Commercial Litigation 
 

EDUCATION 

 Georgetown University 
Law Center (J.D., cum 
laude, 2004) 

Symposium Editor, 
Georgetown 
Immigration Law 
Journal 

 University of Ottawa (B. 
Soc. Sci., magna cum 
laude, 2001) 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 2005, New York 
 

COURT ADMISSIONS 

 2005, U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of New 
York 

 2005, U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of New 
York 



 
 

 
www.kasowitz.com 

 2009, U.S. Supreme Court 
 

 The Related Group, a major condominium developer in south Florida, 
as borrower and guarantor on seven condominium project 
construction loans and eleven land loans, including the loans for the 
ICON Brickell Towers and Viceroy Hotel.  

 Apollo Management L.P. and its portfolio company, Hexion Specialty 
Chemicals, in prosecuting an expedited proceeding against Credit 
Suisse and Deutsche Bank to compel specific performance of their 
commitment to provide $15 billion in financing for Hexion’s proposed 
merger with Huntsman Chemical, and negotiating a settlement with 
Huntsman that major media outlets, including The Wall Street 
Journal, lauded as a “sweet deal” for Hexion and Apollo.  

 Successful representation of a consortium of three well-known 
private-equity firms (Bain Capital, The Carlyle Group and Clayton, 
Dubilier and Rice) in a multi-billion-dollar dispute with major banks 
over acquisition financing for their $8.5 billion acquisition of Home 
Depot Supply - a deal that ultimately funded and was closed.  

 Southern Union Company in a three-week jury trial over charges 
concerning Southern Union’s allegedly illegal storage of elemental 
mercury at its Pawtucket, Rhode Island facility.  
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Evan S. Fensterstock 
ASSOCIATE   |   NEW YORK 
 

T: (212) 506-3303 F: (212) 506-1800 
efensterstock@kasowitz.com 
 
 

 

 

 

RELATED PRACTICES 
Commercial Litigation 
 

EDUCATION 

 New England School of 
Law (J.D., cum laude, 
2009) 

Executive Literary 
Editor, New England 
Law Review 

 Bowdoin College (B.A., 
2006) 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 2009, Connecticut 

 2010, New York 
 

COURT ADMISSIONS 

 2010, U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of New 
York 

 2010, U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of New 
York 

 



Josh Spiegel is a Principal and founding partner of Cypress Associates LLC.  Mr. Spiegel has 
been an investment banker for over 12 years. His transaction experience includes public and 
private equity raises, sell-side and buy-side M&A transactions including fairness opinions and 
restructurings.  Mr. Spiegel’s Cypress transactions have included representing Micronetics in its 
acquisition by Mercury Computer, Cenveo in its acquisition of Nashua Corporation, ChemRx in 
its Chapter 11 restructuring, COM DEV International’s acquisition of the passive microwave 
devices product line from L-3 Communications, Gaia Real Estate Holdings in the restructuring 
and acquisition of PJ Finance, ITI Group in the sale of its controlling stake in Grupa Onet 
(Internet portal) to TVN, the going private transaction of Case Pomeroy, the Special Committee 
of Aristotle Corporation in its proposed sale to Geneve Corporation, Cenveo’s sale of Supremex 
to the Supremex Income Fund, the equity owner in the Chapter 11 case of Venture Industries, 
and representing the Trustee for the SIPA Liquidation of Lehman Brothers Inc. 
 
Mr. Spiegel has also been a consultant in more than 30 complex litigations involving mergers 
and acquisitions, restructurings, valuations and capital raising.  He regularly consults with 
attorneys at law firms regarding potential cases. 
 
Before joining Cypress Associates, Mr. Spiegel was a Senior Analyst in the Technology 
Investment Banking Group at CIBC World Markets.  Mr. 
Spiegel started his career at Josephthal & Co, Inc.'s Investment Banking group focusing on 
private placements and mergers and acquisitions. Mr. Spiegel received his B.A. in Economics 
and Public Policy Studies from Duke University. 
 
Cypress Associates LLC is an advisory firm specializing in mergers and acquisitions, private 
placements of debt and equity, corporate restructurings and recapitalizations and litigation 
advisory services/expert witness representations.  As part of activities on behalf of clients, 
Cypress provides advisory services to acquirors and sellers of assets, debtors, creditors and other 
parties-in-interest.  Cypress acts as placement agent in arranging financing for clients seeking to 
obtain financing for growth or acquisitions.  Cypress also works its clients’ attorneys by 
providing expert witness reports and supporting testimony.  Cypress’ clients include Fortune 500 
as well as middle market companies, large mutual funds and insurance companies, debtors, 
creditors and financial sponsor and strategic buyers. 
 
 



  

Laurel S. Fensterstock  

Laurel S. Fensterstock  

 

 

Education and Professional Background 

Columbia Law School, J.D., 2012 (Senior Editor, The American Review of International Arbitration)  

University of Vermont, B.A., Psychology, 2009  

Admitted to practice: New York, 2013   

Activities and Affiliations 

Member: New York City Bar Association, The New York Inn of Court, New York County Lawyers Association  

  

 

©1999-2013 Vinson & Elkins LLP

Biography  
Laurel is an associate in the complex commercial litigation practice group. Laurel S. Fensterstock  

Associate 

666 Fifth Avenue 

26th Floor 

New York, NY 10103-

0040  
Tel  +1.212.237.0280  
Fax  +1.917.849.5312  
lfensterstock@velaw.com 
 

Industries/Practices 

Commercial and 
Business Litigation 
 
 



Parvin K.
Aminolroaya
Associate

P:(212) 584-0700

F:(212) 584-0799

Parvin K. Aminolroaya is an associate in the firm’s New York
office.  She focuses her practice on consumer and antitrust class
actions, shareholder derivative actions, and other commercial
litigation. 

During law school, Ms. Aminolroaya represented investors in
arbitration actions against securities brokers at the Benjamin N.
Cardozo Securities Arbitration Clinic.

Admitted:

New York, New Jersey, United States
District Court, Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York, District of New
Jersey, United States Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit
 
Memberships and Associations:

Executive Committee, Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law Alumni
Association
Vice Chair, Cardozo School of Law
Black, Asian, Latino Law Students
Association (“BALLSA”) Alumni
Committee
Member, New York American Inn of
Court
Member, American Bar Association

Education:

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law (J.D.,
2008; Editorial Board Member of the Moot
Court Honor Society); Fordham University
(B.A., 2004)

Honors and Awards: 

Jacob Burns Medal for outstanding
contribution to Moot Court
Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing Award

Member of Championship team and coauthor
of Best Brief at the 2007 regional rounds of
the New York City Bar Association National
Moot Court Competition

Member of Second Place team and coauthor
of Best Petitioner Brief at the 2007 Fordham
Law School Irving R. Kaufman Memorial
Securities Competition

Languages:

Spanish, French, Persian

Our Practices

Asbestos
Class Actions
Commercial Litigation
Defective Products
Drug Injury
Personal Injury
Securities Fraud
Toxic Exposure

Current Investigations
General

Background Checks
Herbalife Lawsuit
Hidden Hotel Fees
NFL Concussions
Drug Injury

Actos
Accutane
Fosamax
GranuFlo/NaturaLyte
Gadolinium
Ocella, Yasmin, Yaz
Pradaxa
Sleeping Pills
SSRIs
Steroids Meningitis

Topamax
Tylenol
Zocor/Simvastatin
Medical Devices 

Mirena
DePuy Hip Recall
Stryker Recall
Transvaginal Mesh
Zimmer Hip Implant
Product Liability

Aveeno Lawsuit
Atlas Roofing Lawsuit
Avon/Clarins Products
AZEK Decking
Chinese Drywall
Chrysler Lock-Ups
Demilec Insulation
Electrolux Lawsuit
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Energy Drink Lawsuit
Flushmate Systems
Ford 5.4L Engine
Ford & Mercury
Transmissions
Ford Mileage Claims
GAF Decking
Hyundai Lawsuit
Jeld-Wen Low E
Norcold Lawsuit
Pozzi and Jeld-Wen
Remington Lawsuit
TimberTech Decking
Toyota Power Windows
Trex Decking Lawsuit
Food 

Arctic Zero
Tropicana 

Pending Settlements

Nutella Class Action
Settlement

Newsletter Signup
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