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April 2006 Meeting Announcement: 

A Double Header:  
Licensee Challenges to Patent Validity  

and Tips on Advocacy Before the Federal Circuit  

Must a licensee who seeks to challenge the validity of a licensed patent breach the license 
before filing a declaratory judgment action in order to make the dispute sufficiently definite, 
concrete and immediate to meet the “case or controversy” requirement of Article III and the 
related “actual controversy” requirement of the Declaratory Judgment Act?  And what is the 
practical relation, if any, between those jurisdictional requirements and the Court’s rejection 
of “licensee estoppel” in Lear, Inc. v. Adkins back in 1969?   

The first half of this month’s program will be a moot court argument of these issues as 
presented by Medimmune v. Genentech, in which certiorari was granted on February 21, 2006.  
The “court” will then transform itself into a panel discussion on useful tips when preparing for 
and presenting arguments to the Federal Circuit (including Jack Russo’s exposé on “What 
Really Happens in the Federal Circuit.”) 

Panelists: Stuart Clark Carr & Ferrell 

 Don Falk Mayer Brown Rowe & Maw 

 Michael Risch Russo & Hale 

 Gary Ritchey Townsend & Townsend & Crew 

 Jack Russo Russo & Hale 

 Robert Taylor Howrey 

Time and Location: April 19, 2006 at 6:00pm 
Heller Ehrman  
275 Middlefield Road (just North of Willow Road)  
Menlo Park 
650.324.2000 

Dinner to follow 
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