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Candor to the Court 

 
Film clips 
1. Continuance request in court [he can’t lie to judge about needing a continuance] 
2. Beating scene  
3. Court scene after beating [he can’t lie to judge about suspect and being able to continue] 
 
Power Point Slides 
Rule of Professional Conduct 
• 4-3.3 Candor to the Tribunal 

(a) False Evidence; Duty to Disclose. A lawyer shall not knowingly 
(1) make a false statement of material fact or law to a tribunal; 
(2) fail to disclose a material fact to a tribunal when disclosure is necessary to 

avoid assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by the client; 
 
Discussion Items 
 
[Suzy] 
• The first scene falls under the part of the rule that (a)(1) prohibits a lawyer from 

knowingly making a false statement of material fact or law to a tribunal. 
o In the scene, Jim Carey is in the courtroom and cannot lie to the judge about 

needing a continuance, but would a lie as to whether he needed a continuance be a 
“false statement of material fact or law to a tribunal?” 

o Florida Bar v. Oxner, 431 So.2d 983 (Fla. 1983)—Attorney lies to judge on the 
phone about why he needs a continuance 

 
[Judge] 
• The last scene would fall under the part of the rule that prohibits a lawyer from (a)(2) 

knowingly failing to disclose a material fact to a tribunal when disclosure is necessary to 
avoid assisting a criminal or fraudulent act by the client 

o In the last scene, Jim Carey couldn’t lie to the judge about the suspect or whether 
he could proceed. 

 Did Jim Carey’s failure to disclose that he beat himself up violate the rule? 
 Was it a material fact? 
 Also, did the failure to disclose assist a criminal or fraudulent act by the 

client? 
 What is the difference in that situation? 

o With technology available these days, it’s not a good idea to lie to a judge.  
o “Judge Reports Lawyer to Bar” St. Pete Times (2002)—Attorney tells judge in 

court that he needs a continuance because his wife hurt her back and he was 
needed to care for 3 kids.  The next week, opposing counsel provided judge with 
videotape of wife playing tennis.  Judge shocked and reports lawyer to bar. 
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