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Modern Regulation of Freight-Rail Industry

Federal Railroad Safety Act (FRSA), 49 U.S.C. §20101, et seq.

Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act of 1995, 49 U.S.C.A. §§ 10101 et seq.
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FRSA Preemption

1.	Federal regulation of railroad safety creates uniformity.

2.	State regulation of railroad safety is pre-empted if the subject matter is 					covered by federal regulation.	

3.	Local regulation of railroad safety is wholly preempted.

Slide 3

ICCTA Preemption

The STB’s jurisdiction largely preempts local regulation of the construction of rail lines and facilities, including zoning and permitting regulations.
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PUC Regulation of Rail-Highway Crossings
1.	PUC directs installation for markings, gates, warning notifications 					pursuant to federal guidelines.  PUC allocates costs between 						railroad, municipalities and Commonwealth.

2.	FRA is responsible for investigation/reporting of 							accidents/incidents at grade crossings.     

3.	Local government has option to initiate complaint proceedings in 					PUC if a crossing is dangerous or inadequate and requires 						reconstruction, relocation, alteration or abolition. See  52 Pa. Code 					§ 3.361.
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Keystone and Pennsylvanian Lines 
· Pennsylvanian – (Harrisburg – Pittsburgh)
· 212,006 passengers in 2012
· increase of 32.5% since 1997
· costs 16.8 million to operate
· Keystone line – (Harrisburg –  NYC)
· 1,420,392 passengers in 2012
· increase of 221.4% since 1997
			costs 47.0 million to run
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Saving the Pennsylvanian

Pennsylvania has to contribute to the rail line because of a change in the federal law that requires Amtrak to develop a uniformed cost-sharing formula with state governments for routes of up to 750 miles

Governor announced 3/21/2013 that Pennsylvania had agreed to contribute $3.8 million to keep the “Pennsylvanian” line operating



