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United States Code Annotated Currentness
Title 49. Transportation (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle VIL. Aviation Programs
Part A. Air Commerce and Safety (Refs & Annos)
~a Subpart IV. Enforcement and Penalties (Refs & Annos)
= Chapter 465. Special Aircraft Jurisdiction of the United States (Refs & Annos)

= § 46501. Definitions
In this chapter--
(1) “aircraft in flight” means an aircraft from the moment all external doors are closed following boarding--
(A) through the moment when one external door is opened to allow passengers to leave the aircraft; or

(B) until, if a forced landing, competent authorities take over responsibility for the aircraft and individuals
and property on the aircraft.

(2) “special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States” includes any of the following aircraft in flight:
(A) a civil aircraft of the United States.
(B) an aircraft of the armed forces of the United States.
(C) another aircraft in the United States.
(D) another aircraft outside the United States--

(i) that has its next scheduled destination or last place of departure in the United States, if the aircraft next
lands in the United States;

(ii) on which an individual commits an offense (as defined in the Convention for the Suppression of Un-
lawful Seizure of Aircraft) if the aircraft lands in the United States with the individual still on the aircraft; or

(iii) against which an individual commits an offense (as defined in subsection (d) or (¢) of article I, sec-
tion I of the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation) if the

© 2010 Thomson Reuters, No Claim to Orig. US Gov. Works.

http://web2.westlaw.com/print/printstream.aspx?fn=_top&rs=WLW10.02&destination=atp... 3/10/2010



Page 3 of 6

Page 2

aircraft lands in the United States with the individual still on the aircraft.

(E) any other aircraft leased without crew to a lessee whose principal place of business is in the United
States or, if the lessee does not have a principal place of business, whose permanent residence is in the
United States.

(3) an individual commits an offense (as defined in the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of
Aircraft) when the individual, when on an aircraft in flight--

(A) by any form of intimidation, unlawfully seizes, exercises control of, or attempts to seize or exercise
control of, the aircraft; or

(B) is an accomplice of an individual referred to in subclause (A) of this clause.
§ 46502. Aircraft piracy
(a) In special aircraft jurisdiction.—(1) In this subsection--

(A) “aircraft piracy” means seizing or exercising control of an aircraft in the special aircraft jurisdiction of the
United States by force, violence, threat of force or violence, or any form of intimidation, and with wrongful intent.

(B) an attempt to commit aircraft piracy is in the special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States although the
aircraft is not in flight at the time of the attempt if the aircraft would have been in the special aircraft jurisdic-
tion of the United States had the aircraft piracy been completed.

(2) An individual committing or attempting or conspiring to commit aircraft piracy--
(A) shall be imprisoned for at least 20 years; or

(B) notwithstanding section 3559(b) of title 18, if the death of another individual results from the commission
or attempt, shall be put to death or imprisoned for life.

(b) Outside special aircraft jurisdiction.--(1) An individual committing or conspiring to commit an offense
(as defined in the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft) on an aircraft in flight out-
side the special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States--

(A) shall be imprisoned for at least 20 years; or
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(B) notwithstanding section 3559(b) of title 18, if the death of another individual results from the commission
or attempt, shall be put to death or imprisoned for life.

(2) There is jurisdiction over the offense in paragraph (1) if--
(A) a national of the United States was aboard the aircraft;
(B) an offender is a national of the United States; or

(C) an offender is afterwards found in the United States.

(3) For purposes of this subsection, the term “national of the United States™ has the meaning prescribed in sec-
tion 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)).

§ 46503. Interference with security screening personnel

An individual in an area within a commercial service airport in the United States who, by assaulting a Federal,
airport, or air carrier employee who has security duties within the airport, interferes with the performance of
the duties of the employee or lessens the ability of the employee to perform those duties, shall be fined under
title 18, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both. If the individual used a dangerous weapon in commit-
ting the assault or interference, the individual may be imprisoned for any term of years or life imprisonment.

§ 46504. Interference with flight crew members and attendants

An individual on an aircraft in the special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States who, by assaulting or intim-
idating a flight crew member or flight attendant of the aircraft, interferes with the performance of the duties of
the member or attendant or lessens the ability of the member or attendant to perform those duties, or attempts
or conspires to do such an act, shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both.
However, if a dangerous weapon is used in assaulting or intimidating the member or attendant, the individual
shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life.

§ 46505. Carrying a weapon or explosive on an aircraft

(a) Definition.--In this section, “loaded firearm” means a starter gun or a weapon designed or converted to ex-
pel a projectile through an explosive, that has a cartridge, a detonator, or powder in the chamber, magazine,
cylinder, or clip.

(b) General criminal penalty.--An individual shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more than 10
years, or both, if the individual--
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(1) when on, or attempting to get on, an aircraft in, or intended for operation in, air transportation or intrastate
air transportation, has on or about the individual or the property of the individual a concealed dangerous
weapon that is or would be accessible to the individual in flight;

(2) has placed, attempted to place, or attempted to have placed a loaded firearm on that aircraft in property not
accessible to passengers in flight; or

(3) has on or about the individual, or has placed, attempted to place, or attempted to have placed on that air-
craft, an explosive or incendiary device.

(¢) Criminal penalty involving disregard for human life.--An individual who willfully and without regard
for the safety of human life, or with reckless disregard for the safety of human life, violates subsection (b) of
this section, shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both, and, if death results
to any person, shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life.

(d) Nonapplication.--Subsection (b)(1) of this section does not apply to--

(1) a law enforcement officer of a State or political subdivision of a State, or an officer or employee of the
United States Government, authorized to carry arms in an official capacity;

(2) another individual the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration or the Under Secretary of
Transportation for Security by regulation authorizes to carry a dangerous weapon in air transportation or in-
trastate air transportation; or

(3) an individual transporting a weapon (except a loaded firearm) in baggage not accessible to a passenger in
flight if the air carrier was informed of the presence of the weapon.

(e) Conspiracy.--If two or more persons conspire to violate subsection (b) or (c), and one or more of such per-
sons do any act to effect the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to such conspiracy shall be punished
as provided in such subsection.

§ 46506. Application of certain criminal laws to acts on aircraft

An individual on an aircraft in the special aircraft jurisdiction of the United States who commits an act that--

(1) if committed in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States (as defined in section 7
of title 18) would violate section 113, 114, 661, 662, 1111, 1112, 1113, or 2111 or chapter 109A of title 18,
shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned under that section or chapter, or both; or
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(2) if committed in the District of Columbia would violate section 9 of the Act of July 29, 1892 (D.C. Code §
22-1112), shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned under section 9 of the Act, or both.

§ 46507. False information and threats
An individual shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned for not more than S years, or both, if the individual--

(1) knowing the information to be false, willfully and maliciously or with reckless disregard for the safety of
human life, gives, or causes to be given, under circumstances in which the information reasonably may be be-
lieved, false information about an alleged attempt being made or to be made to do an act that would violate
section 46502(a), 46504, 46505, or 46506 of this title; or

(2)(A) threatens to violate section 46502(a), 46504, 46505, or 46506 of this title, or causes a threat to violate
any of those sections to be made; and

(B) has the apparent determination and will to carry out the threat.
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