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   INN MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 2012

The November meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court was held on Wednesday, November 14, 2012, at the Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino, CA.


Commissioner Diane I. Anderson, President, opened the meeting by introducing Law Student Member Mark Casey Cunningham.  Casey, as he prefers to be called, is a third year student at the University Of LaVerne College Of Law.  He received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from San Diego State University.  Casey is currently on the University Of LaVerne School Of Law’s Mock Trial Team and will compete during the 2012-2013 academic year.  He is presently a Certified Law Clerk for the San Bernardino County District Attorney’s Office in Rancho Cucamonga.  Casey plans to pursue a legal career that focuses on public service within San Bernardino County after he graduates in 2013.  Also in attendance were Law Student Members Justin Crocker and Adrienne Mendoza.  

The November meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court is the annual Bring an Associate meeting whereby members are encouraged to bring an associate with them to the meeting who may be interested in joining the Inn.  Four associates were introduced by their respective sponsoring members bringing the total number of attendees to 50 for the meeting.

The membership was advised that this year the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court was participating in the National awards program Achieving Excellence.  In an attempt to receive Platinum Status, Gregory Brittain, the Inn Counselor, will be submitting an article seeking publication in the Bencher Magazine of the American Inns of Court.  A call for articles by members was encouraged as well with an offer to any member who has an article published in the Bencher having their 2013-2014 membership dues waived.

Mark McGuire, the Inn Secretary addressed the membership regarding the Inn’s mentoring program.  He explained that the mentoring program will focus on the Inn’s Law Student Members and build outward to Associates and Masters.  Mark advised that a mixer would be scheduled and that any member interested in participating as a Mentor could attend the mixer or could contact Mark directly to engage as a Mentor.


Donna Connally, the Inn Program Chair then introduced the speakers for the evening:  the Honorable Christopher B. Marshall, attorney Michael Bell, attorney Dennis Popka and attorney Jeffrey Raynes.  This distinguished panel of speakers presented on the topic ECONOMICS AND THE CHANGING ROLE OF JUDGES AND JUSTICE.
Court’s Budget Reduction:

Judge Marshall advised the membership that the budget cuts to the California Judiciary are the most serious and significant in the entire nation.  


As a result of budget cuts, the San Bernardino County Superior Court Chino District will close at the end of business on December 31, 2012.  The cases heard in Chino will be reassigned in part to the Fontana District and in part to the Rancho Cucamonga District.  

Effective October 1, 2012, the Needles District clerk’s office public service hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday during the second full week of each month and 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Thursday during the second full week of each month.  The Needles District clerk’s office will be closed on all other days.


Judicial Reassignments will become effective November 26, 2012.


Three assigned Judges will be leaving the San Bernardino County Superior Court Rancho Cucamonga District:  the Honorable Ben T. Kayashima, the Honorable Barry Plotkin and the Honorable Raymond VanStockum.


Judge Marshall conveyed to the membership that the Court is in for difficult and ominous fiscal times. He indicated that the Court will need the collegiality and cooperation of the legal community in order to face these very serious fiscal challenges.
Expedited Jury Trials:


Judge Marshall advised the membership that it is possible to have an expedited jury trial in the San Bernardino County Superior Court.  An expedited jury trial would be a panel of 8 jurors with 6 jurors reaching a verdict.  Each side is allowed 3 hours of trial time with trials lasting one to two days.  Expedited jury trials are limited to civil litigation and can be advantageous in actions such as fender benders, slip and falls, and unlawful detainers.

Attorney Raynes informed the membership that expedited jury trials are recognized by the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) towards qualifying for membership in ABOTA.

Costs of Litigation:


Attorney Bell explained to the membership that in order to have a civil litigation jury trial a $150.00 non-refundable jury fee must be posted with a demand for a jury which must be made at the time of the Case Management Conference.  Failure to post this fee will result in a waiver of a jury trial.


Attorney Bell also informed the membership that witnesses and in particular expert witnesses are very expensive.  Attorney Raynes advised the membership that an attorney should evaluate a case as to expert witnesses from day one.

Attorney Raynes also discussed with the membership the financial advantages of representing an institutional client versus representing a Plaintiff and encouraged attorneys to ask themselves: “ Can you compete with attorneys who are representing institutional clients?”  If the answer to this question is no, Attorney Raynes suggested that an attorney should consider associating with a firm instead of turning down a case.

Attorney Raynes shared with the membership that costs in a Plaintiff practice are crucial considerations.  Not only should a Plaintiff’s attorney evaluate whether or not they can compete with attorneys who represent institutional clients, but the attorney should also ask, “Is it a good financial decision to take a case?”

Arbitration and Mediation:


Attorney Popka discussed with the membership arbitration and mediation explaining that arbitration is an adversarial process and mediation is a collegial process.  He also explained that arbitrations and mediations can be binding or non-binding.


Attorney Popka offered suggestions to attorneys who may be engaging in the mediation process, including but not limited to the following:  know the tendencies of your mediator; be realistic with your offers and demands and give the mediator a detailed brief in advance of the mediation. 


The membership learned that mediations are expensive.  An example was given of a recent mediation that cost $12,000.00; $6,000.00 each side.  Mediators’ fees can range from $600.00 to $800.00 an hour.  

Attorney Popka opined that given the current economic times there will be an increase in the use of the mediation process.


Attorney Bell advised the membership that binding arbitration can be a mine field.  Arbitration is not a judicial process, it is decided under contract and there is no right of appeal if you receive an adverse ruling.


The presentation by Judge Marshall, Attorney Bell, Attorney Popka and Attorney Raynes was greatly appreciated by the membership, it was extremely informative and their graciousness to one another and to the membership is the epitome of the four tenets of the American Inns of Court:  Civility, Ethics, Professionalism and Legal Excellence.

The December meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court is the Inn’s annual field trip.  This year the Inn will be taking a tour of the updated San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department’s Crime Lab on December 12, 2012, meeting at the Crime Lab at 5:30 p.m. with the tour beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Afterwards the membership will gather at the El Torito Restaurant on Hospitality Lane in San Bernardino for drinks and appetizers.

For membership information in the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court, please contact Membership Chair Kathleen Patterson at kpatterson@homan-stone.com

