
Selected Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct1

1.1 Competence
A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent representation
requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and preparation reasonably necessary
for the representation.

1.2 Scope of Representation and Allocation of Authority
Between Client and Lawyer
(a) Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions
concerning the objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult
with the client as to the means by which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take
such action on behalf of the client as is impliedly authorized to carry out the
representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision whether to settle a matter. In a
criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after consultation with the
lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether the client will
testify.

. . .

(d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the
lawyer knows is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal
consequences of any proposed course of conduct with a client and may counsel or
assist a client to make a good faith effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or
application of the law.

(e) A lawyer may counsel or assist a client regarding conduct expressly permitted by
Pennsylvania law, provided that the lawyer counsels the client about the legal
consequences, under other applicable law, of the client’s proposed course of conduct.

1.3 Diligence
A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client.

1 For an electronic version of the full Rules of Professional Conduct, go to
https://www.padisciplinaryboard.org/for-attorneys/rules/rule/3/the-rules-of-professional-conduct.
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COMMENT:

[4] Unless the relationship is terminated as provided in Rule 1.16, a lawyer should carry
through to conclusion all matters undertaken for a client. If a lawyer's employment is
limited to a specific matter, the relationship terminates when the matter has been
resolved. If a lawyer has served a client over a substantial period in a variety of matters,
the client sometimes may assume that the lawyer will continue to serve on a continuing
basis unless the lawyer gives notice of withdrawal. Doubt about whether a client-lawyer
relationship still exists should be clarified by the lawyer, preferably in writing, so that the
client will not mistakenly suppose the lawyer is looking after the client's affairs when the
lawyer has ceased to do so. For example, if a lawyer has handled a judicial or
administrative proceeding that produced a result adverse to the client and the lawyer
and the client have not agreed that the lawyer will handle the matter on appeal, the
lawyer must consult with the client about the possibility of appeal before relinquishing
responsibility for the matter. See Rule 1.4(a)(2). Whether the lawyer is obligated to
prosecute the appeal for the client depends on the scope of the representation the
lawyer has agreed to provide to the client. See Rule 1.2.

1.4 Communication
(a) A lawyer shall:

. . .

(5) consult with the client about any relevant limitation on the lawyer's conduct when
the lawyer knows that the client expects assistance not permitted by the Rules of
Professional Conduct or other law.

(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the
client to make informed decisions regarding the representation.

(c) A lawyer in private practice shall inform a new client in writing if the lawyer does not
have professional liability insurance of at least $100,000 per occurrence and $300,000
in the aggregate per year, subject to commercially reasonable deductibles, retention or
co-insurance, and shall inform existing clients in writing at any time the lawyer’s
professional liability insurance drops below either of those amounts or the lawyer’s
professional liability insurance is terminated. A lawyer shall maintain a record of these
disclosures for six years after the termination of the representation of a client.
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1.5 Fees

. . .

(b) When the lawyer has not regularly represented the client, the basis or rate of the fee
shall be communicated to the client, in writing, before or within a reasonable time after
commencing the representation.

1.6 Confidentiality of Information
(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to representation of a client unless the
client gives informed consent, except for disclosures that are impliedly authorized in
order to carry out the representation, and except as stated in paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) A lawyer shall reveal such information if necessary to comply with the duties stated
in Rule 3.3.

(c) A lawyer may reveal such information to the extent that the lawyer reasonably
believes necessary:

(1) to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm;

(2) to prevent the client from committing a criminal act that the lawyer believes is
likely to result in substantial injury to the financial interests or property of another;

(3) to prevent, mitigate or rectify the consequences of a client's criminal or fraudulent
act in the commission of which the lawyer's services are being or had been used;

(4) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy between
the lawyer and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil claim
or disciplinary proceeding against the lawyer based upon conduct in which the
client was involved, or to respond to allegations in any proceeding concerning the
lawyer's representation of the client;

(5) to secure legal advice about the lawyer’s compliance with these Rules;

(6) to effectuate the sale of a law practice consistent with Rule 1.17;

(7) to detect and resolve conflicts of interest from the lawyer’s change of
employment or from changes in the composition or ownership of a firm, but only
if the revealed information would not compromise the attorney-client privilege or
otherwise prejudice the client; or,
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(8) to comply with other law or court order.

(d) A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to prevent the inadvertent or unauthorized
disclosure of, or unauthorized access to, information relating to the representation of a
client.

(e) The duty not to reveal information relating to representation of a client continues
after the client-lawyer relationship has terminated.

COMMENT:

[24] If the lawyer's services will be used by the client in materially furthering a course of
criminal or fraudulent conduct, the lawyer must withdraw, as stated in Rule 1.16(a)(1).
After withdrawal the lawyer is required to refrain from making disclosure of the client's
confidences, except as otherwise provided in Rule 1.6. Neither this Rule nor Rule 1.8(b)
nor Rule 1.16(d) prevents the lawyer from giving notice of the fact of withdrawal, and the
lawyer may also withdraw or disaffirm any opinion, document, affirmation, or the like.
Where the client is an organization, the lawyer may be in doubt whether contemplated
conduct will actually be carried out by the organization. Where necessary to guide
conduct in connection with this Rule, the lawyer may make inquiry within the
organization as indicated in Rule 1.13(b).

1.7 Conflict of Interest: Current Clients
COMMENT:

[1] Loyalty and independent judgment are essential elements in the lawyer’s relationship
to a client. Concurrent conflicts of interest can arise from the lawyer’s responsibilities to
another client, a former client or a third person or from the lawyer’s own interests. For
specific Rules regarding certain concurrent conflicts of interest, see Rule 1.8. For former
client conflicts of interest, see Rule 1.9. For conflicts of interest involving prospective
clients, see Rule 1.18. For the definition of “informed consent,” see Rule 1.0(e).

1.9 Duties to Former Clients

. . .

(c) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter or whose present or
former firm has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter:
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(1) use information relating to the representation to the disadvantage of the former
client except as these Rules would permit or require with respect to a client, or
when the information has become generally known; or

(2) reveal information relating to the representation except as these Rules would
permit or require with respect to a client.

1.16 Declining or Terminating Representation
(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where
representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if:

(1) the representation will result in violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other law;

(2) the lawyer's physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer's ability to
represent the client; or,

(3) the lawyer is discharged.

(b) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client
if:

(1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests
of the client;

(2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer's services that the
lawyer reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent;

(3) the client has used the lawyer's services to perpetrate a crime or fraud;

(4) the client insists upon taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or with
which the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement;

(5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the
lawyer's services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will
withdraw unless the obligation is fulfilled;

(6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or
has been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or,

(7) other good cause for withdrawal exists.
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(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a
tribunal when terminating a representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a
lawyer shall continue representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating the
representation.

(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent
reasonably practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving reasonable notice to
the client, allowing time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and
property to which the client is entitled and refunding any advance payment of fee or
expense that has not been earned or incurred. The lawyer may retain papers relating to
the client to the extent permitted by other law.

1.18 Duties to Prospective Clients

. . .

(b) Even when no client-lawyer relationship ensues, a lawyer who has learned
information from a prospective client shall not use or reveal information which may be
significantly harmful to that person, except as Rule 1.9 would permit with respect to
information of a former client.

COMMENT:

[4] In order to avoid acquiring disqualifying information from a prospective client, a
lawyer considering whether or not to undertake a new matter should limit the initial
consultation to only such information as reasonably appears necessary for that purpose.
Where the information indicates that a conflict of interest or other reason for
non-representation exists, the lawyer should so inform the prospective client or decline
the representation. If the prospective client wishes to retain the lawyer, and if consent is
possible under Rule 1.7, then consent from all affected present or former clients must
be obtained before accepting the representation.

2.1 Advisor
In representing a client, a lawyer shall exercise independent professional judgment and
render candid advice. In rendering advice, a lawyer may refer not only to law but to
other considerations such as moral, economic, social and political factors, that may be
relevant to the client's situation.

COMMENT:
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[2] Advice couched in narrow legal terms may be of little value to a client, especially
where practical considerations, such as cost or effects on other people, are
predominant. Purely technical legal advice, therefore, can sometimes be inadequate. It
is proper for a lawyer to refer to relevant moral and ethical considerations in giving
advice. Although a lawyer is not a moral advisor as such, moral and ethical
considerations impinge upon most legal questions and may decisively influence how the
law will be applied.

3.1 Meritorious Claims and Contentions
A lawyer shall not bring or defend a proceeding, or assert or controvert an issue therein,
unless there is a basis in law and fact for doing so that is not frivolous, which includes a
good faith argument for an extension, modification or reversal of existing law. A lawyer
for the defendant in a criminal proceeding, or the respondent in a proceeding that could
result in incarceration, may nevertheless so defend the proceeding as to require that
every element of the case be established.

3.2 Expediting Litigation
A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to expedite litigation consistent with the interests
of the client.

3.3 Candor Toward the Tribunal
(a) A lawyer shall not knowingly:

(1) make a false statement of material fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct a
false statement of material fact or law previously made to the tribunal by the
lawyer;

(2) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling jurisdiction known to
the lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the client and not disclosed by
opposing counsel; or

(3) offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. If a lawyer, the lawyer’s client,
or a witness called by the lawyer, has offered material evidence before a tribunal
or in an ancillary proceeding conducted pursuant to a tribunal's adjudicative
authority, such as a deposition, and the lawyer comes to know of its falsity, the
lawyer shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if necessary,
disclosure to the tribunal. A lawyer may refuse to offer evidence, other than the

7



testimony of a defendant in a criminal matter, that the lawyer reasonably believes
is false.

(b) A lawyer who represents a client in an adjudicative proceeding and who knows that
a person intends to engage, is engaging or has engaged in criminal or fraudulent
conduct related to the proceeding shall take reasonable remedial measures, including, if
necessary, disclosure to the tribunal.

(c) The duties stated in paragraphs (a) and (b) continue to the conclusion of the
proceeding, and apply even if compliance requires disclosure of information otherwise
protected by Rule 1.6.

(d) In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all material facts
known to the lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make an informed decision, whether
or not the facts are adverse.

3.4 Fairness to Opposing Party and Counsel
A lawyer shall not:

. . .

(c) when appearing before a tribunal, assert the lawyer’s personal opinion as to the
justness of a cause, as to the credibility of a witness, as to the culpability of a civil
litigant, or as to the guilt or innocence of an accused; but the lawyer may argue, on the
lawyer's analysis of the evidence, for any position or conclusion with respect to the
matters stated herein;

4.4 Respect for Rights of Third Persons
(a) In representing a client, a lawyer shall not use means that have no substantial
purpose other than to embarrass, delay, or burden a third person, or use methods of
obtaining evidence that violate the legal rights of such a person.

5.5 Unauthorized Practice of Law; Multijurisdictional Practice
Of Law
(a) A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdiction in violation of the regulation of the
legal profession in that jurisdiction, or assist another in doing so.
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7.4 Communication of Fields of Practice and Specialization
(a) A lawyer may communicate the fact that the lawyer does or does not practice in
particular fields of law. A lawyer shall not state that the lawyer is a specialist except as
follows:

. . .

(4) a lawyer may communicate that the lawyer is certified in a field of practice only
when that communication is not false or misleading and that certification is
granted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

 
OFFICE OF DISCIPLINARY COUNSEL, 
 
   Petitioner 
 
  v. 
 
 
STEPHEN PAUL HILDEBRAND, 
 
   Respondent 

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

No. 2863 Disciplinary Docket No. 3 
 
No. 124 DB 2021 
 
Attorney Registration No. 321471 
 
(Montgomery County) 
 

 
 

ORDER 
 
 

PER CURIAM 

AND NOW, this 23rd day of March, 2022, upon consideration of the Verified 

Statement of Resignation, Stephen Paul Hildebrand is disbarred on consent from the Bar 

of this Commonwealth. See Pa.R.D.E. 215.  Respondent shall comply with the provisions 

of Pa.R.D.E. 217 and pay costs to the Disciplinary Board pursuant to Pa.R.D.E. 208(g). 

 

A True Copy Nicole Traini
As Of 03/23/2022
  
  
   
Attest: ___________________
Chief Clerk
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania



  

FILED
03/02/2022
The Disciplinary Board of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania



 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A
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