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She once stood before a judge as a juvenile delinquent.
Now, she’s practicing law.

Carmen Day, a South Jersey woman who got a second chance as a juvenile delinquent, fulfilled her dream to
become a lawyer and wants to inspire others.
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Carmen Day poses for a portrait with her diploma from Rutgers Camden Law in front of the law
offices of Brown & Connery in Collingswood. Day is a former juvenile delinquent who ... Read more

HEATHER KHALIFA / Staff Photographer
by Melanie Burney
) Updated Mar 14, 2020
When the moment finally came, it was surreal for Carmen Day: She had

accomplished her childhood dream to become a lawyer.

It began with a promise she made 13 years ago to a judge in Camden who
showed her leniency when she stood before him as a juvenile delinquent.
She could have faced prison time. Instead, she got a second chance.
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View More on Instagram

194 likes

carmenday.esq

That moment you look in the mirror and finally see the woman you were
destined to be. Introducing Carmen Y. Day, J.D. J\, %9 8B #JurisDoctor

#purplehood #lawgraduate #dreamsdocometrue #takeachanceonlaw
#2020vision

view all 65 comments

Add a comment...

This week, Day began working as an associate at the Brown & Connery
law firm in Westmont. She landed the position two months after
obtaining a Juris Doctorate with honors from Rutgers-Camden Law

School. She is handling employment law cases.

”They put me to work right away, the first day,” she said with a smile
Friday in the firm’s first-floor conference room. “It’s been very exciting.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Inquirer Morning Newsletter

Get the best of the Philadelphia Inquirer delivered right to your inbox every weekday morning.

Email SIGN UP

https://www.inquirer.com/education/nj-carmen-day-law-firm-rutgers-camden-delinquent-judge-second-chance-20200314.html 2/19


https://brownconnery.com/
https://law.rutgers.edu/admissions?scg-ads&creative=325472106399&keyword=rutgers%20camden%20law%20school&matchtype=e&network=g&device=t&gclid=Cj0KCQjw3qzzBRDnARIsAECmryraeyY5vKYc6K_QF5C_teUepAUQNHN-ciz9Bz4AbtkiY-Ha_on8vsYaAs9fEALw_wcB
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/carmenday.esq/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/carmenday.esq/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/carmenday.esq/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/JurisDoctor/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/purplehood/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/lawgraduate/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/dreamsdocometrue/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/takeachanceonlaw/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/2020vision/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/B8lraR3H9MV/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWTkXJGqN_uQ5KfXLkPkgj7cgsW-KDUQMWhg9C5W2kRtjYu4ckeoBg3qBSdHnZIOoKEhSErGKGSd-hDN_DjJ7OlWr-cvMd3Ht4unGopqW-HGkRE2Rs3U9iPEBtcI015ThlgnUx-BwJme2YzTWqNAdmIM1J5oeLrBNBHUeTl5mhTJfqMVpF1H-bKzCUnijp9ecRfd2H4B122MqnUp3KCNFkOx56jlAYJ5dnn4Wcwe5k3cimo1RmHTGhV7JDJ85yI9UaDdmUUvf8bsbXz4xUHBS7q_Maey6RPa9mtmYR87V7DJwHtSL8PwgkqNbKlJeZLvoCRXLdxkg0Nk_Rr2PV-7uXFHwFA2WMr2yKqsRvGMleIxujKJgldCuy5UI4BquqVRVi5IpaxKDY0OXV6WfCGPIz8xe7HKZFXnncbDFDHhVwZs-fkbXJgjVtOwOrkriRrktfxEyWzERkTQgDk9wsAdLSimdT5gjoCCD0afzvzEixWbIU534j1G7YgGxeZL-uMPHgHpD_uII337Fa91EqmGAeUCv8xo1lS639hKacrnl9lnlDtuTgB11X2FqIclcQBqtXi6a-kEEQnjC77j-pMkhiLSLtdVJQ05Uj7psSKFoq57DToidsnae8Q3OYLLCUaQPZJVRT0Va-yHTHsK57dcspll72wtlQ1Rpd5r4nMEGKc42Q4gDRDUvcu8hmCNLcvs8uCVersZUDgkQInLkSGI2_oRtRAqrx95iOXQZiqB_XwUINiJm0bmi7THrg6YcAuRt5aYT852I4EOJuNNYc57nsvUs8xxYxEmjrOXbSdWm4Sb-5KQ55fsag6r2_Yxws1D7x7YPuswNHu_ENBy2J2VrSmxBagZv3BEsMqYaGHbwwwkb2cMfkoCDRYBFB2KJ7F8wrZn1RgGa-HYkGg5axYuH8bwb29wIGJquvNkwsSksOsY80PoACcuoKz1eCbGzsDHoOidkwE_3ib7ZyYMaRPrXWV_v7TlPTedq8RbswjBWaTg4rHwdRvi9Zuaqs7OWJJLIyDPaK14GeHlwwfsHk5dAWwCxcKbixT4HtqwSS0firVxzxJVorla87A5HKGxLze6J6aF-XbQ4AgviN5cmMNdIl&sai=AMfl-YQmLQmJw7Lz1PmKNn2utQiNbwAlRn9Ac6Tr4PI3XRhaDkICHmh7_X71yKrZiIuxpE4KnRmyiqY5PCdoH1NzuEc3f3iqVSAg7H6CtX2AXJEOg-09fxE7mZ-SUlRqQC26dkkXyqTuEsjQLLHDRTGod5QCkzcgVznNKmmJLbE8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJpkXkNCJBmu&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.1800flowers.com/birthday-flowers-10359%3Fr%3Datlasdisp%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Ddv360%26utm_campaign%3D283700721%26utm_content%3D477401099%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuEopyLwonRXdr427zwCDHslODBmML3m32M7WRFkE7IlNELyqLbHc4uaGhibT1cOsuCbV3yEPfskW1FX_Fczpz7cONjuyyaSRcLf5JuLqQD26e93oLj73DublJtolLPrRWX2JMtlrdnvBOzzdeG3u8B9isAQ4Qw1HQS-dAzhJX7mpHqecY80j4q8Dy7CvHSFOmtbA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAn0VkhD1N0Y&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsta9OxLy4Ts7X3N4MjU63D8IZ0_JPDslU-0qVKsSzWMK25Qr9AKf1CIQWLmf6ks9G9iYcOPJb_zQulmvrAGlv5NDIuy4R_5MYPBCGAfMqa7lVRr8YVyF1zoULkubBg-DBzkSLFrLs6EGLo4OlZgtfEe7Dm02rjc_1-SPmJM--z9a2urlNGZ9Gq0kYtGhMjqOnB2bGogt4E7CYTsUaQMs7C_gPXkM0iDVGyU5wWlpfChinYd7TNR3dczjcjFlzIhI0hd-1EXNPqBZudWFCjUTOa0mJ1vIUyHUyNFRRRMJoBzEU8%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzBIFQQTuyi_NEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://d.agkn.com/pixel/2389/%253Fche%253D1572934412%2526aid%253D4053494%2526col%253D25245114,1408053,292684671,490271247,147836368%2526l2%253Dhttps://www.xfinity.com/%2525253Fdfaid%2525253D4053494%25252526cmp%2525253D0%25252526cid%2525253D4053494%25252526dclid%2525253D%25252525edclid!
https://www.inquirer.com/
https://www.inquirer.com/subscribe_today/

3/24/2021

Q

South Jersey woman gets law degree after judge gives her second chance

Subscribe |

SIGN IN / SIGN UP

Unlike most hires, Day didn’t complete a summer internship at the firm

or clerk with a judge.

”She had the smarts, was goal-driven and had the work ethic,” Tambussi

said. “This is the kind of person we want.”

Her first exposure to the law had an ominous beginning when Day stood
before Superior Court Judge Charles Dortch in December 2006. She had
a plea agreement that called for 18 months’ probation. She begged for

leniency, and the judge reduced her sentence to six months.

Juvenile records are sealed, and Day has declined to disclose specifics
about her case, including the charges she faced. She has said that she
succumbed to peer pressure from her boyfriend and friends, and went

down the wrong path.

Carmen Day was reunited with Family Court Judge Charles Dortch who gave her a second chance
13 years ago when she was 17. Now, Day is a lawyer at a South Jersey firm.

Courtesy of Carmen Day
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from law school to show him that she had kept her promise.

ADVERTISEMENT

”You normally don’t hear the positive outcomes that result from a
person’s contact with the court system,” Dortch said. “She had a sense of
purpose about her.”

» READ MORE: From juvenile delinquent to Juris Doctor: Camden
woman keeps her promise to the judge who gave her a break 12 years
ago

Dortch told Day he was proud of her. They posed for photographs and
their story went viral, and she received messages from around the world.
She has become a motivational speaker and a role model for young girls
in Camden, where she grew up.

”This is my testimony. | hope by sharing that | can encourage someone to
keep fighting and keep dreaming,” Day wrote in a social media post.
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Day, 30, of Sicklerville, twice dropped out of community college, and
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In this file photo, Carmen Day poses for a photo on the Rutgers-Camden campus in Camden, NJ.
Day was 17 years old when a Family Court judge in Camden gave her another chance.... Read more
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When she started law school in 2017, her husband, Dwayne, encouraged
her to attend full-time. The mother of two young daughters, she took as
many credits as she could and graduated in December, a semester early.
She received her law degree by mail this week.

”| have been through a lot. | kept telling myself, ‘You are going to be a

lawyer. "

Day submitted a flurry of job applications while studying to take the bar
exam in February. She received four offers and in January accepted the
position with Brown & Connery, where she is one of three black lawyers.

”I’m living my best life,” said Day. “I’m on the brink of so much

greatness.”

Published March 14, 2020

Melanie Burney L4
. Melanie is the New Jersey education writer, based in Mount Laurel, focusing on
issues and trends in public and charter schools.

Editor’s Note

The Inquirer does not host comments on most stories. Here's why.
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