
THEODORE ROOSEVELT AMERICAN INN OF COURT 

 

A JUDICIAL PERSPECTIVE 

December 16, 2019 Program 

 

Presenters: Hon. Norman St. George, Hon. Leonard D. Steinman; Hon. Denise L. Sher; 

Hon. Randy Sue Marber; Hon. Elizabeth Fox-McDonough; Hon. Tricia M. Ferrell; 

Hon. Andrea Phoenix 

  

A panel of six judges from Nassau County courts shall provide their perspectives on various 

topics concerning litigating in the courts today, including best practices for attorneys, 

settlement, mediation, trials, procedure and judicial decision making and discretion.  In 

addition, The District Administrative Judge shall provide an update relating to current issues 

before the Nassau courts. 

 

Agenda 

Overview of Program/Introductions -- 10 minutes 

Lectures:  

 Administrative Judge St. George           10 minutes 

Justice Sher                                            15 minutes 

 Justice Marber                                        15 minutes 

 Justice Ferrell                                         10 minutes 

 Justice Fox- McDonough                       10 minutes 

 Justice Phoenix                              .        10 minutes 

Justice Steinman                                     10 minutes  

Panel Discussion/Questions                               20 minutes 

 

Program Exhibits 

Presenters’ Biographies 

Part Rules 



Materials on Decision Making 

Hypothetical Fact Patterns  





















































Andrea Phoenix is a Nassau County District Court Judge in Hempstead, New York.  She is also an acting 

Nassau County Court Judge. She was re-elected to a third term in 2018.  The judge presides over two 

problem-solving courts.  These include the Drug Treatment Court and the Mental Health Court.  She 

adjudicates both misdemeanor and felony cases.  Prior to taking the bench, Judge Phoenix was an attorney 

in private practice, and concentrated in the area of Family Law.  She was an active member of the New 

York State Law Guardian Panel.   

 

Judge Phoenix received her undergraduate degree from Hampton University and her graduate degree from 

The Ohio State University.  She earned her law degree from Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra 

University, where she was Editor-in-Chief of the Environmental Law Digest and at graduation she received 

the Service to the Law School Award.   

 

Judge Phoenix is past president of the Women=s Bar Association of the State of New York, the Nassau 

County Women=s Bar Association, and the New York Chapter of the Association of Family and 

Conciliation Courts (AAFCC-NY@).  Notably, she was the first African-American president of all three 

organizations.  Her other professional affiliations include: the Nassau County Bar Association – We Care 

Advisory Board; the Theodore Roosevelt American Inn of Court – Executive Committee; the Nassau 

Lawyers’ Association of Long Island – Board of Directors; Amistad Long Island Black Bar Association; 

Jewish Lawyers Association of Nassau County – Associate Member; Nassau County Criminal Courts Bar 

Association; the Long Island Hispanic Bar Association, and the Nassau Community College Paralegal 

Advisory Board.  Judge Phoenix is appointed to the New York State Unified Court System Family 

Violence Task Force and most recently she became a member of the Nassau County Family Court 

Children’s Center Advisory Committee.  Over the years she has been active in many other community and 

public service organizations. 

 

Judge Phoenix has devoted much time to mentoring women and youth in her community.  Her other 

affiliations include: Antioch Baptist Church of Hempstead – Board of Trustees; The National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People - Hempstead Branch, Nassau Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Long Island Chapter of the Links, Incorporated, where she serves as Facet 

Chair of International Trends and Services. 

     

Judge Phoenix has received various awards and accolades because of her organizational involvement.  She 

is the first recipient of both the Nassau County Women’s Bar Association’s Bessie Ray Geffner, Esq. 

Memorial Award and the Virginia C. Duncombe Scholarship Award.  She also received the organization’s 

Rona Seider Award in 2009.  Operation Get Ahead, Inc. of Hempstead, New York, presented her with 

their Trailblazer and Rosa Parks Awards, and its Martin Luther King, Jr. Beacon of Hope Award.  In 

2015, Judge Phoenix was honored by the County, receiving recognition at its Black History Month 

Celebration for Contributions of African Americans in Nassau County Government and in 2016 she was 

also honored by the East Nassau Chapter of the League of Women Voters. In March 2017, she received the 

Women on the Move Award from Faith Baptist Church of Hempstead, New York and the Trailblazing 

Woman Award from the Long Island Caribbean American Association, Inc.  In July 2017, the Judge 

Received the Stephen Gassman Award from the Nassau County Bar Association – We CARE Advisory 

Board.  Most recently, in 2018, Judge Phoenix was honored by Maurice A. Deane School of Law at 

Hofstra University and was one of the recipients of the Distinguished Alumni on the Bench Award.  Judge 

Phoenix is listed in Who=s Who in Black New York City.  



  

     
     

    Judge Elizabeth Fox-McDonough 

      District Court Judge 

 On November 7, 2017,  Judge Elizabeth Fox-McDonough was elected to the 

position of Nassau County District Court Judge. As the elected Judge for the First 

District of Nassau County, Judge Fox-McDonough is also the President of the 

Board of Judges in District Court. In January of 2019, Judge Fox-McDonough was 

elevated to the position of Supervising Judge of District Court. The District Court is 

comprised of both Criminal and Civil Courts with a total of twenty-six Judges and 

other non-judicial staff of three hundred individuals. Judge Fox-McDonough 

coordinates the daily operation of the District Court with the Court staff so that 

the District Court continues to serve the public and professionals who practice in 

the Court in an exemplary manner.  Judge Fox-McDonough also presides over the 

Expedited Trial Part which coordinates the expeditious resolution of cases that 

have been pending in the criminal misdemeanor parts for over 300 days and has 

conducted pre-trial hearings and jury trials.     

 Judge Fox-McDonough was born in Queens County and grew up as the 

youngest of six children. Her father, now deceased, was a New York City Fire 

Department Captain. Her mother, now also deceased, was a parochial school 

librarian.Judge Fox-McDonough attended St John's University where she majored 

in Political Science and graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

1984. Judge Fox-McDonough then attended St. John's University Law School 

graduating with a Juris Doctor in 1987. 



 

 Judge Fox-McDonough began her legal career in the Queens County District 

Attorney's Office where she went on to have a ten-year career as a prosecutor.  

She took on the challenging role as a prosecutor in the Special Victim's Bureau 

where she was responsible for the prosecution of sex crimes, crimes against 

children and the elderly and domestic violence matters. Judge Fox-McDonough 

was also a Senior Assistant District Attorney in the Appeals Bureau where she 

handled a vast number of the appeals of serious felony convictions. As a talented 

appellate attorney, she argued an extensive number of cases before the New York 

State and Federal Appellate Courts including the New York State Court of Appeals. 

Judge Fox-McDonough was elevated to the position of Supervisor of the Domestic 

Violence Unit where she supervised the Assistant District Attorneys responsible 

for the prosecution of the domestic violence cases in the Queens Criminal Court.  

Judge Fox-McDonough developed a coordinated prosecution model that included 

victim advocate agencies and treatment programs. In addition, Judge Fox-

McDonough gave lectures and training to the members of the New York City 

Police Department regarding the gathering of evidence in domestic violence 

matters. 

 

 In 1997, Judge Fox- McDonough became a Principal Law Clerk to Justice 

Arthur Cooperman in the Criminal Term of the Queens Supreme Court. Judge Fox-

McDonough was involved in an extensive number of criminal trials involving 

complex legal issues and high-profile cases.  Judge Fox-McDonough went on to 

work for Judge Barry Kron of the Queens Supreme Court as a Law Clerk. where 

she was responsible for the coordination and expediting of criminal cases in the 

Criminal Term of the Queens Supreme Court. including the assignment of motions 

and the prompt scheduling of litigation. 

 

  In 2014, Judge Fox-McDonough served as the Principal Law Clerk to Nassau 

County Administrative Judge, Justice Norman St. George, who was then the 

Supervising Judge of the Nassau County District Court. In that role, she gained 

significant knowledge of all the aspects of the operation of District Court. 



                         HONORABLE ELIZABETH FOX-MCDONOUGH 
                           DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
                    99 Main Street 
           Hempstead, New York 11550 
              (516)493-4285     
EDUCATION 
ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW 1987, JURIS DOCTOR 
ST JOHN’S UNIVERSITY 1984, BACHELOR OF ARTS,  CUM LAUDE 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
JANUARY 2018 TO PRESENT 
SUPERVISING JUDGE, NASSAU COUNTY DISTRICT COURT 
Coordinates the daily operation of District Court which is comprised of both Criminal and Civil courts 
with a total of twenty-six Judges and non-judicial staff of three hundred individuals. Facilitates the 
interaction of the District Court with outside agencies that work with the various Civil and Criminal 
Courts Parts. Presides over the Expedited Trial Part which seeks the expeditious resolution of 
misdemeanor cases that have been pending in the Criminal Parts. 
 
JANUARY 2018 TO DECEMBER 2018 
NASSAU COUNTY DISTRICT COURT JUDGE, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF JUDGES 
Coordinates and Presides over the Expedited Trial Part for all misdemeanor cases that have been 
pending over 300 days.  Presides in the Arraignment Parts, the Hearing part, the Town Court Part and 
the Smalls Claims Part.  Conduct pre-trial hearings and jury trials of misdemeanor cases.  
 
JULY 2014 TO DECEMBER 2017 
PRINCIPAL LAW CLERK TO JUSTICE NORMAN ST. GEORGE, SUPERVISING JUDGE OF NASSAU COUNTY 
DISTRICT COURT 
Responsible for facilitating the daily operations of the District Court including the assignment and 
coordination of litigation in all of the Civil and Criminal Court Parts. Manage the weekly scheduling of  
cases and litigation from the Expedited Trial Part. Researched legal issues for motions and trials pending 
before the Court. Responsible for writing decisions and memorandums of law for the Court that include 
legal issues that arise concerning the operation of the District Court. 
 
APRIL 2006 TO JUNE 2014 
COURT ATTORNEY TO JUSTICE BARRY KRON 
QUEENS SUPREME COURT, CRIMINAL TERM 
Responsible for the coordination and expediting of criminal cases in the TAP part of the Queens 
Supreme Court including the assignment of motions and the prompt scheduling of litigation. Research of 
complex legal issues for motions pending before the Court including high profile litigation. Responsible 
for writing decisions and memorandums of law for the Court.  
 
SEPTEMBER 2004 TO MARCH 2006 
PROSECUTOR IN THE NASSAU COUNTY TRAFFIC AND PARKING VIOLATIONS AGENCY 
Responsible for the administration of traffic violations, tickets and trials of contested matters. 
 
 
 
 



JUNE 1997 TO SEPTEMBER 2001 
LAW SECRETARY TO JUSTICE ARTHUR COOPERMAN 
QUEENS SUPREME COURT, CRIMINAL TERM 
Research of legal issues for motions and trials pending before the court. Responsible for writing 
decisions and memorandums of law for the Court involving complex legal issues and high-profile 
matters. Coordinating and scheduling cases for the Court calendar. 
 
AUGUST 1987 TO JUNE 1997 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
Supervisor of the Domestic Violence Unit- Supervising the Assistant District attorneys responsible for 
the prosecution of domestic violence cases in Criminal Court. 
Senior Assistant District Attorney in the Appeals Bureau- Responsible for researching and writing 
responses for appeals of felony convictions and arguing before the New York State and Federal 
Appellate Courts including the New York State Court of Appeals. Special Legal Advisor to the Special 
Victims Bureau. 
Prosecutor in the Special Victims Bureau- Responsible for the prosecution of sex crimes and crimes 
against children and the elderly. 
 
TEACHING POSITIONS: 
JANUARY 2013 TO JUNE 2014 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, MOLLOY COLLEGE 
Legal Research- Responsible for teaching students effective research methods by use of the library and 
computer research services and preparing a memorandum of law with the use of research. 
 
JANUARY 2003 TO MAY 2004 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, NASSAU COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Legal Writing and Analysis- Responsible for teaching students the effective tools in how to draft letters, 
briefs, memorandums and motions used in the practice of law. 
Legal Research and Writing- Responsible for teaching students effective research methods by the use of 
the library and computer legal research services and preparing a memorandum of law with use of the 
research. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1999 TO MAY 2004 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR, QUEENS COLLEGE 
Legal Writing Class- Responsible for the instruction in the drafting of legal documents used in legal 
practice. 
Legal Research Class- Responsible for teaching effective research skills in the use of the library and legal 
research computer services. 
Contracts Class- Responsible for teaching the legal concepts involved in the making of a contract, the 
enforcement of a contract and contract litigation. 
 
ASSOCIATIONS: 
Nassau County Bar Association                     Irish Americans in Government 
Nassau County Women's Bar Association                                Queens County District Attorneys Association 
Nassau County Catholic Lawyers Guild                                     NAACP 
Nassau County Inns of Court 
Queens County Catholic Lawyers Guild 



 
 




































































































































































































