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Your Presenters 
 

Michael Almonte joined Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen, & Loewy LLP as an Associate 
in 2008 after spending a year as an immigration law clerk with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit. Michael represents multinational corporate clients in a variety of industries on all 
aspects of U.S. immigration, including permanent residence, nonimmigrant visas and citizenship. 
From August 2010 until September 2011, Michael served as the Fragomen Fellow at the New 
York City Bar Justice Center, a rotating fellowship the firm established to enhance the pro bono 
immigration services provided at the City Bar Justice Center. In this position, Michael coordinated 
the Immigrant Outreach Program, where he developed and directed various pro bono immigrant 
outreach initiatives including organizing free immigration legal clinics throughout New York City 
and leading a new project aimed at providing pro bono representation to immigrants in detention 
facilities.  
 

Steven Cummings is an attorney in the Office of Financial Innovation (OFI), a division 
of the New York State Department of Financial Services (DFS). Mr. Cummings is team lead for 
virtual currency applications, where he focuses primary on New York’s virtual currency and 
cybersecurity regulations.  Steven is IAPP-certified in both U.S. and European privacy law. 

Steven Cummings received a J.D. from Albany Law School in 2017.  While at Albany Law 
School, Mr. Cummings served on the editorial board of the Albany Law Review, as a legal research 
assistant for Albany Law School Professor Patrick Connors, and as a law clerk for the Wagoner 
Firm PLLC.    
https://www.linkedin.com/in/steventcummings/ 
 

Paul J. Mahoney is an Assistant Deputy Attorney General in the Office of the New 
York State Attorney General and, as deputy chief of the New York Medicaid Fraud Control Unit, 
supervises over 50 prosecutors and litigation attorneys and 250 other investigative and analytics 
staffers combatting criminal and civil fraud and abuse by healthcare providers in the $60 billion-
per-year New York healthcare program.  Paul was previously Chief of the Civil Enforcement 
Division of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit.  He has been twice awarded the Louis J. Lefkowitz 
Memorial Award for outstanding performance by an assistant attorney general.  In recent years, 
Paul has worked extensively on legislation and other initiatives supporting New York’s response 
to the opioid crisis. 
 From 1997 to 2004, Paul Mahoney served as an Assistant District Attorney, later Senior 
Investigative Counsel, in the Frauds Bureau of New York County District Attorney Robert M. 
Morgenthau.  His major prosecutions included a seven-month trial of a securities firm and its 
principals, several other major securities fraud investigations, and numerous prosecutions of 
banking, accounting, and financial frauds. 
 Before joining the Manhattan DA, Paul was an associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison in New York City with extensive experience in securities litigation, advertising and 
unfair trade practices, and products liability, and was recognized for pro bono work by the Legal 
Aid Society.    Paul J. Mahoney is a graduate of Cornell Law School and Williams College. 
  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/steventcummings/


Michael D. Patrick    Michael has practiced law for 40 years, with the last 38 involving 
immigration. He was a senior partner in the New York office of Fragomen Worldwide for 26 years 
until his retirement in 2016 (1990-2016), a founding partner of Campbell, Patrick & Chin (1986-
1990), and before that a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney, SDNY, and Chief of the Immigration 
Unit under then-U.S. Attorney Rudolph W. Giuliani (1981-1986). Michael began his legal career 
as an Assistant Corporation Counsel for the NYC Law Department, and as a member of it Special 
Trials Unit, Torts Division (1978-1981). Michael served as NYC Chapter Chair of the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association (1990-1991), Co-Chair of the Immigration Section of the 
Federal Bar Association (1992-1993), and as a founding member of Chief Circuit Judge Robert 
Katzmann's Immigration Representation Study Group (2008-present).  
 

Michael, who graduated from Syracuse University (BA, cum laude, 1975) and Hofstra (JD, 
1978), has been listed in Best Lawyers, Super Lawyers, and Who's Who in Corporate 
Immigration for multiple years. He has been a member of the American Inn of Court, NY Chapter, 
since 2012.    https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-patrick-90b5461/ 
 

Tsui Yee  
https://www.yeeimmigration.com/ 

  

Tsui Yee has been practicing immigration law since 1999, handling a wide variety of 
immigration matters, including family- and employment-based applications for permanent 
residence, nonimmigrant work visas, defense in removal (deportation) proceedings, 
naturalization applications, and applications for various waivers of removability. 

https://www.yeeimmigration.com/


In 2016 Tsui Yee was named a Super Lawyer in the field of immigration law, a designation 
that is bestowed on less than 5% of attorneys.  She was also named one of the Outstanding 50 
Asian Americans in Business by the Asian American Business Development Corporation in 
2016.  In 2012 Ms. Yee was the recipient of the Dena Coye Outstanding Woman Entrepreneurship 
Award from the National Minority Business Council, Inc. 

Ms. Yee has presented and spoken at numerous continuing legal education seminars 
regarding various aspects of immigration and nationality law as well as law firm practice 
management.  She formerly served as co-chair of the Immigration and Nationality Law Committee 
of the Asian American Bar Association of New York and co-chair of the Solo and Small Firm 
Practice Committee of the New York County Lawyers Association. She is also a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association and the Asian American Bar Association of New 
York. 

Ms. Yee graduated from the University of California at Los Angeles School of Law in 1998 
and received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from Tufts University in 1993.  She 
is admitted to practice law in the State of New York; the Second Circuit Court of Appeals; and the 
U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. 

Prior to forming Law offices of Tsui H. Yee P.C in 2017, Ms. Yee was a founding partner 
of the Guerrero Yee LLP and Yee & Durkin, LLP immigration law firms.  A proud native New 
Yorker, Ms. Yee was born in Manhattan and raised in Little Italy. 

 LAW OFFICES OF  
TSUI H. YEE P.C. 

32 Broadway, Suite 601 • New York, NY 10004 

212-785-8383    ||    212-785-8366 

  



Links to Recent Discussions of Asylum and Immigration Issues, 2019 
 
NYT Changes in Asylum law: 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/us/politics/trump-asylum.html?smid=fb-
nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR3h8A2rZlK_2hmwGE7WzPxxiUj6I21s78SOpCrFK1ETNx_
auX2KU5F30TU 
 
 

 American Immigration Council Primer (also attached) 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states   

  

WNYC regarding the recent higher asylum denial rates in immigration courts  - 
https://www.wnyc.org/story/why-its-harder-win-asylum-even-new-york/ 

  

USCIS’ announcement on January 31, 2018 to no longer process asylum cases on a FIFO (first 
in first out) basis, instead returning to a “last in, first out” interview schedule which “will allow 
USCIS to identify frivolous, fraudulent or otherwise non-meritorious asylum claims earlier and 
place those individuals into removal proceedings.”   

https://www.uscis.gov/news/news-releases/uscis-take-action-address-asylum-backlog  

  

Recent study by TRAC at Syracuse University, reporting immigration judges’ asylum 
approval and denial rates:  https://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/asylum/  

 
 
 
Fellowship Opportunities for Law Students and New Attorneys: 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) is the country’s first fellowship program dedicated to meeting 
the need for high-quality legal assistance for immigrants  
Immigrant Justice Corps   justicecorps.org 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/us/politics/trump-asylum.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR3h8A2rZlK_2hmwGE7WzPxxiUj6I21s78SOpCrFK1ETNx_auX2KU5F30TU
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/us/politics/trump-asylum.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR3h8A2rZlK_2hmwGE7WzPxxiUj6I21s78SOpCrFK1ETNx_auX2KU5F30TU
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/29/us/politics/trump-asylum.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR3h8A2rZlK_2hmwGE7WzPxxiUj6I21s78SOpCrFK1ETNx_auX2KU5F30TU
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states
https://www.wnyc.org/story/why-its-harder-win-asylum-even-new-york/
https://www.uscis.gov/news/news-releases/uscis-take-action-address-asylum-backlog
https://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/asylum/
https://justicecorps.org/


 

 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/3be01b964.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3be01b964.html


 

▪ 

▪ 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/mendez_rojas_v_johnson_faq.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/expedited-removal-asylum-seekers
https://www.immigrantjustice.org/research-items/report-one-year-asylum-deadline-and-bia-no-protection-no-process


 

▪ 

▪ 

http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Upcoming%20National%20Engagements/PED_FY17_CFandRFstatsThru09302017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_CredibleFearWorkloadReport.pdf


 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Upcoming%20National%20Engagements/PED_FY17_CFandRFstatsThru09302017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_AsylumOfficeWorkloadMarch2018.pdf
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/apprep_backlog.php
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/court_proctime_outcome.php


 

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/2018_03_21_jennings_v_rodriguez_practice_advisory.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/2018_03_21_jennings_v_rodriguez_practice_advisory.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/expedited-removal-asylum-seekers
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016/table16
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016/table16


 

https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/3be01b964.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/3be01b964.html
https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-101/0-0-0-195.html
https://socialchangenyu.com/from-surviving-to-thriving-an-investigation-of-asylee-integration-in-the-united-states/
https://socialchangenyu.com/from-surviving-to-thriving-an-investigation-of-asylee-integration-in-the-united-states/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/mendez_rojas_v_johnson_faq.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/expedited-removal-asylum-seekers
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/expedited-removal-asylum-seekers
https://www.immigrantjustice.org/research-items/report-one-year-asylum-deadline-and-bia-no-protection-no-process
http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Upcoming%20National%20Engagements/PED_FY17_CFandRFstatsThru09302017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_CredibleFearWorkloadReport.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_CredibleFearWorkloadReport.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Upcoming%20National%20Engagements/PED_FY17_CFandRFstatsThru09302017.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_AsylumOfficeWorkloadMarch2018.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Outreach/Notes%20from%20Previous%20Engagements/PED_AsylumOfficeWorkloadMarch2018.pdf
http://www.aila.org/infonet/aila-provides-faqs-on-changes-to-the-asylum-office
http://www.aila.org/infonet/aila-provides-faqs-on-changes-to-the-asylum-office
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/apprep_backlog.php
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/court_proctime_outcome.php
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/balance-backlogs-delay-protection-us-asylum-and-immigration-court-systems
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/hrf-tilted-justice-final%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/divided-by-detention-asylum-seeking-families-experience-of-separation
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/HRF-Court-Backlog-Brief.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_document/2018_03_21_jennings_v_rodriguez_practice_advisory.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/advocacy/detained-pregnant-women
http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/HRF-Family-Det-Penn-rep-final.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016/table16
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016/table16
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2016
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