
FAMILY DIVISION 

      E.  Written Interrogatories. 

 

                (1)  General.  Any party may serve written interrogatories upon any other party, by 

mail or delivery by hand. 

 

                The parties may agree to transmit interrogatories electronically or by computer disk, 

enabling the answering party to provide answers directly after each separate question using the 

party's available word processing technology.  

 

                Interrogatories may include any topic not subject to privilege.  Furthermore, it is not 

grounds for refusal to answer a question that the testimony would be inadmissible at the hearing, 

if the testimony sought appears reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible 

evidence and does not violate any privilege. 

 

                (2)  Notice.  The party requesting the interrogatories shall provide the other party with 

notice of the obligation to answer the interrogatories within thirty (30) days. The notice shall be 

at the top of the first page and printed in capital, typewritten letters or in ten-point, bold-face 

print. The form of the notice shall be as follows: 

 

Notice:  These interrogatories are propounded in accordance with Family Division Rule 

1.25. You must answer each question separately and fully in writing and under oath. You 

must return the original and one copy of your answers within thirty (30) days of the date 

you received them to the party or attorney who served them upon you. If you object to any 

question, you must note your objection and state the reason for your objection. If you fail 

to return your answers within thirty (30) days, the party who served them upon you may 

inform the court, and the Court shall make such orders as justice requires, including the 

entry of a conditional default against you. 

    Interrogatories may be served at any time after service of the action. 

 

                (3)  Copies.  The party serving the interrogatories shall furnish the answering party 

with an original and two copies. The interrogatories shall be arranged so that after each separate 

question space will be provided to enable the answering party to respond.  

 

                (4)  Answers.  Interrogatories shall be answered in writing under oath by the party 

upon whom served, if an individual, or, if a public or private corporation, a partnership or 

association, by an officer or agent who shall furnish all information available to the party. 

 

                Each question shall be answered separately, fully and responsively, such that the final 

document shall have each interrogatory immediately followed by its answer. 

 

                The party served with interrogatories shall provide the original and one copy of the 

answers, by mail or delivery in hand, to the party requesting them within thirty (30) days of 

receipt of the interrogatories. If, in any interrogatory, a copy of a paper or document is requested, 

only one copy need be included with the answers. If the copy is a report of an expert witness or a 

treating physician, it shall be the exact copy of the entire report or reports rendered by him, and 



the answering party shall certify that the existence of other reports of that expert, either written 

or oral, are unknown to the answering party and, if such become later known or available, the 

answering party shall serve them promptly on the requesting party. 

 

                (5)  Extension of Deadlines.  The parties may extend interrogatory deadlines by written 

agreement, provided any such extension is not inconsistent with discovery orders of the Court. 

 

                (6)  Objections, Motions to Compel, Motions to Strike.  If a party objects to any 

questions, that party may either answer the question by stating it is improper or  may, within 

twenty (20) days after the service of interrogatories, move to strike any question, setting out the 

specific grounds of objection. The answering party shall make timely answer, however, to all 

questions to which that party does not object. All other interrogatories shall nonetheless be 

answered within the thirty days allowed, or within such time as the Court directs. 

 

                The party requesting the interrogatories who receives a response that one or more 

questions are improper, may within twenty (20) days, move to compel answer(s) to the 

question(s), and, if the motion is granted, the question(s) shall be answered within such time as 

the Court directs. 

 

                If a party, who is served with interrogatories requesting copies of papers, objects to 

furnishing them, that party may either state with specificity the reasons for non-compliance or 

invite the party seeking the copies to inspect and copy the papers at a designated time and place. 

The party seeking a copy of a paper which is not provided may within twenty (20) days of 

receipt of the answers file a motion seeking compliance. 

 

                Motions to strike interrogatories or to compel more specific answers shall include a 

statement summarizing the nature of the action and shall include the text of the questions and 

answers, if any, objected to. 

 

                When objections are made to interrogatories or requests for admissions, before there is 

any hearing regarding the objections, counsel for the parties shall attempt in good faith to settle 

the objections. It shall be the responsibility of counsel for the objecting party to initiate such 

attempt and to notify the Clerk if the objections are settled.  If, following such conference, 

counsel are unable to settle objections, counsel for the objecting party shall notify the Clerk and 

request a hearing.  

 

                Where an objection to an interrogatory has been withdrawn or has been overruled by 

the Court, the answer to the interrogatory shall be provided within ten  (10) days. 

 

                (7)  Frivolous Motions.  If the Court finds that a motion, which is made pursuant to this 

rule, was made frivolously or for the purpose of delay or was necessitated by action of the 

adverse party that was frivolous or taken for the purpose of delay, the Court may order the 

offending party to pay the amount of reasonable expenses, including attorney's fees, incurred by 

the other party in making or resisting the motion. 

 

                (8)  Limitations on Number of Interrogatories.  A party may file more than one set of 



interrogatories to an adverse party, but the total number of interrogatories shall not exceed fifty 

(50), unless the Court otherwise orders for good cause shown after the proposed additional 

interrogatories have been filed. In determining what constitutes an interrogatory for the purpose 

of applying this limitation in number, it is intended that each question be counted separately, 

whether it is subsidiary or incidental to or dependent upon or included in another question, and 

however the questions may be grouped, combined or arranged. 

 

                The other party shall have the same privileges in answering written interrogatories as 

the deponent in the taking of a deposition. 

 

                (9)  Supplementation of Responses.  If a party, who has furnished answers to 

interrogatories, thereafter obtains information which renders such answers incomplete or 

inaccurate, amended answers shall be served in accordance with Family Division Rule 1.25 J. 

 

                (10)  Use of Interrogatories.  Interrogatories and answers may be used at the hearing to 

the same extent as depositions. If less than all of the interrogatories and answers are marked or 

read into evidence by a party, an adverse party may read into evidence any other of the 

interrogatories and answers or parts necessary for a fair understanding of the parts read into 

evidence. 

 

                Neither the interrogatories nor the answers need be filed with the Clerk unless the 

Court so directs. 

 

                (11)  Failure to Answer.  If the party, upon whom interrogatories have been served, 

fails to answer the interrogatories within thirty (30) days, unless written objection to the 

answering of the interrogatories is filed within that period, such failure will result in a 

conditional default being entered by the Clerk upon motion being filed indicating such failure to 

answer. The party failing to answer shall receive notice of the conditional default. The 

conditional default shall be vacated if the defaulted party answers the interrogatories within ten 

(10) days of receiving notice and moves to strike the conditional default. If the defaulted party 

fails to move to strike the conditional default within ten (10) days of receiving notice, the 

adverse party may move to have a default judgment entered and damages assessed.  If, upon 

review of an affidavit of damages, the Court determines that it does not provide a sufficient basis 

for determining damages, the Court may, upon its own motion, order a hearing. 

 


