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United States Code Annotated
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for the United States District Courts (Refs & Annos)

Title V. Disclosures and Discovery (Refs & Annos)

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 26

Rule 26. Duty to Disclose; General Provisions Governing Discovery

Currentness

<Notes of Decisions for 28 USCA Federal Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 26 are displayed in two separate documents.
Notes of Decisions for subdivisions I to III are contained in this document. For Notes of Decisions for subdivisions
IV to end, see second document for 28 USCA Federal Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 26.>

(a) Required Disclosures.

(1) Initial Disclosure.

(A) In General. Except as exempted by Rule 26(a)(1)(B) or as otherwise stipulated or ordered by the court, a party must,
without awaiting a discovery request, provide to the other parties:

(i) the name and, if known, the address and telephone number of each individual likely to have discoverable information--
along with the subjects of that information--that the disclosing party may use to support its claims or defenses, unless
the use would be solely for impeachment;

(ii) a copy--or a description by category and location--of all documents, electronically stored information, and tangible
things that the disclosing party has in its possession, custody, or control and may use to support its claims or defenses,
unless the use would be solely for impeachment;

(iii) a computation of each category of damages claimed by the disclosing party--who must also make available for
inspection and copying as under Rule 34 the documents or other evidentiary material, unless privileged or protected
from disclosure, on which each computation is based, including materials bearing on the nature and extent of injuries
suffered; and

(iv) for inspection and copying as under Rule 34, any insurance agreement under which an insurance business may
be liable to satisfy all or part of a possible judgment in the action or to indemnify or reimburse for payments made to
satisfy the judgment.

(B) Proceedings Exempt from Initial Disclosure. The following proceedings are exempt from initial disclosure:

(i) an action for review on an administrative record;
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(ii) a forfeiture action in rem arising from a federal statute;

(iii) a petition for habeas corpus or any other proceeding to challenge a criminal conviction or sentence;

(iv) an action brought without an attorney by a person in the custody of the United States, a state, or a state subdivision;

(v) an action to enforce or quash an administrative summons or subpoena;

(vi) an action by the United States to recover benefit payments;

(vii) an action by the United States to collect on a student loan guaranteed by the United States;

(viii) a proceeding ancillary to a proceeding in another court; and

(ix) an action to enforce an arbitration award.

(C) Time for Initial Disclosures--In General. A party must make the initial disclosures at or within 14 days after the
parties' Rule 26(f) conference unless a different time is set by stipulation or court order, or unless a party objects during
the conference that initial disclosures are not appropriate in this action and states the objection in the proposed discovery
plan. In ruling on the objection, the court must determine what disclosures, if any, are to be made and must set the time
for disclosure.

(D) Time for Initial Disclosures--For Parties Served or Joined Later. A party that is first served or otherwise joined after
the Rule 26(f) conference must make the initial disclosures within 30 days after being served or joined, unless a different
time is set by stipulation or court order.

(E) Basis for Initial Disclosure; Unacceptable Excuses. A party must make its initial disclosures based on the information
then reasonably available to it. A party is not excused from making its disclosures because it has not fully investigated
the case or because it challenges the sufficiency of another party's disclosures or because another party has not made its
disclosures.

(2) Disclosure of Expert Testimony.

(A) In General. In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a)(1), a party must disclose to the other parties the
identity of any witness it may use at trial to present evidence under Federal Rule of Evidence 702, 703, or 705.

(B) Witnesses Who Must Provide a Written Report. Unless otherwise stipulated or ordered by the court, this disclosure
must be accompanied by a written report--prepared and signed by the witness--if the witness is one retained or specially
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employed to provide expert testimony in the case or one whose duties as the party's employee regularly involve giving
expert testimony. The report must contain:

(i) a complete statement of all opinions the witness will express and the basis and reasons for them;

(ii) the facts or data considered by the witness in forming them;

(iii) any exhibits that will be used to summarize or support them;

(iv) the witness's qualifications, including a list of all publications authored in the previous 10 years;

(v) a list of all other cases in which, during the previous 4 years, the witness testified as an expert at trial or by deposition;
and

(vi) a statement of the compensation to be paid for the study and testimony in the case.

(C) Witnesses Who Do Not Provide a Written Report. Unless otherwise stipulated or ordered by the court, if the witness
is not required to provide a written report, this disclosure must state:

(i) the subject matter on which the witness is expected to present evidence under Federal Rule of Evidence 702, 703,
or 705; and

(ii) a summary of the facts and opinions to which the witness is expected to testify.

(D) Time to Disclose Expert Testimony. A party must make these disclosures at the times and in the sequence that the court
orders. Absent a stipulation or a court order, the disclosures must be made:

(i) at least 90 days before the date set for trial or for the case to be ready for trial; or

(ii) if the evidence is intended solely to contradict or rebut evidence on the same subject matter identified by another
party under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) or (C), within 30 days after the other party's disclosure.

(E) Supplementing the Disclosure. The parties must supplement these disclosures when required under Rule 26(e).

(3) Pretrial Disclosures.

(A) In General. In addition to the disclosures required by Rule 26(a)(1) and (2), a party must provide to the other parties and
promptly file the following information about the evidence that it may present at trial other than solely for impeachment:
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(i) the name and, if not previously provided, the address and telephone number of each witness--separately identifying
those the party expects to present and those it may call if the need arises;

(ii) the designation of those witnesses whose testimony the party expects to present by deposition and, if not taken
stenographically, a transcript of the pertinent parts of the deposition; and

(iii) an identification of each document or other exhibit, including summaries of other evidence--separately identifying
those items the party expects to offer and those it may offer if the need arises.

(B) Time for Pretrial Disclosures; Objections. Unless the court orders otherwise, these disclosures must be made at least
30 days before trial. Within 14 days after they are made, unless the court sets a different time, a party may serve and
promptly file a list of the following objections: any objections to the use under Rule 32(a) of a deposition designated by
another party under Rule 26(a)(3)(A)(ii); and any objection, together with the grounds for it, that may be made to the
admissibility of materials identified under Rule 26(a)(3)(A)(iii). An objection not so made--except for one under Federal
Rule of Evidence 402 or 403--is waived unless excused by the court for good cause.

(4) Form of Disclosures. Unless the court orders otherwise, all disclosures under Rule 26(a) must be in writing, signed,
and served.

(b) Discovery Scope and Limits.

(1) Scope in General. Unless otherwise limited by court order, the scope of discovery is as follows: Parties may obtain
discovery regarding any nonprivileged matter that is relevant to any party's claim or defense and proportional to the needs
of the case, considering the importance of the issues at stake in the action, the amount in controversy, the parties' relative
access to relevant information, the parties' resources, the importance of the discovery in resolving the issues, and whether the
burden or expense of the proposed discovery outweighs its likely benefit. Information within this scope of discovery need
not be admissible in evidence to be discoverable.

(2) Limitations on Frequency and Extent.

(A) When Permitted. By order, the court may alter the limits in these rules on the number of depositions and interrogatories
or on the length of depositions under Rule 30. By order or local rule, the court may also limit the number of requests
under Rule 36.

(B) Specific Limitations on Electronically Stored Information. A party need not provide discovery of electronically stored
information from sources that the party identifies as not reasonably accessible because of undue burden or cost. On motion
to compel discovery or for a protective order, the party from whom discovery is sought must show that the information
is not reasonably accessible because of undue burden or cost. If that showing is made, the court may nonetheless order
discovery from such sources if the requesting party shows good cause, considering the limitations of Rule 26(b)(2)(C).
The court may specify conditions for the discovery.
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(C) When Required. On motion or on its own, the court must limit the frequency or extent of discovery otherwise allowed
by these rules or by local rule if it determines that:

(i) the discovery sought is unreasonably cumulative or duplicative, or can be obtained from some other source that is
more convenient, less burdensome, or less expensive;

(ii) the party seeking discovery has had ample opportunity to obtain the information by discovery in the action; or

(iii) the proposed discovery is outside the scope permitted by Rule 26(b)(1).

(3) Trial Preparation: Materials.

(A) Documents and Tangible Things. Ordinarily, a party may not discover documents and tangible things that are prepared
in anticipation of litigation or for trial by or for another party or its representative (including the other party's attorney,
consultant, surety, indemnitor, insurer, or agent). But, subject to Rule 26(b)(4), those materials may be discovered if:

(i) they are otherwise discoverable under Rule 26(b)(1); and

(ii) the party shows that it has substantial need for the materials to prepare its case and cannot, without undue hardship,
obtain their substantial equivalent by other means.

(B) Protection Against Disclosure. If the court orders discovery of those materials, it must protect against disclosure of
the mental impressions, conclusions, opinions, or legal theories of a party's attorney or other representative concerning
the litigation.

(C) Previous Statement. Any party or other person may, on request and without the required showing, obtain the person's
own previous statement about the action or its subject matter. If the request is refused, the person may move for a court
order, and Rule 37(a)(5) applies to the award of expenses. A previous statement is either:

(i) a written statement that the person has signed or otherwise adopted or approved; or

(ii) a contemporaneous stenographic, mechanical, electrical, or other recording--or a transcription of it--that recites
substantially verbatim the person's oral statement.

(4) Trial Preparation: Experts.

(A) Deposition of an Expert Who May Testify. A party may depose any person who has been identified as an expert whose
opinions may be presented at trial. If Rule 26(a)(2)(B) requires a report from the expert, the deposition may be conducted
only after the report is provided.
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(B) Trial-Preparation Protection for Draft Reports or Disclosures. Rules 26(b)(3)(A) and (B) protect drafts of any report
or disclosure required under Rule 26(a)(2), regardless of the form in which the draft is recorded.

(C) Trial-Preparation Protection for Communications Between a Party's Attorney and Expert Witnesses. Rules 26(b)(3)
(A) and (B) protect communications between the party's attorney and any witness required to provide a report under Rule
26(a)(2)(B), regardless of the form of the communications, except to the extent that the communications:

(i) relate to compensation for the expert's study or testimony;

(ii) identify facts or data that the party's attorney provided and that the expert considered in forming the opinions to
be expressed; or

(iii) identify assumptions that the party's attorney provided and that the expert relied on in forming the opinions to be
expressed.

(D) Expert Employed Only for Trial Preparation. Ordinarily, a party may not, by interrogatories or deposition, discover
facts known or opinions held by an expert who has been retained or specially employed by another party in anticipation
of litigation or to prepare for trial and who is not expected to be called as a witness at trial. But a party may do so only:

(i) as provided in Rule 35(b); or

(ii) on showing exceptional circumstances under which it is impracticable for the party to obtain facts or opinions on
the same subject by other means.

(E) Payment. Unless manifest injustice would result, the court must require that the party seeking discovery:

(i) pay the expert a reasonable fee for time spent in responding to discovery under Rule 26(b)(4)(A) or (D); and

(ii) for discovery under (D), also pay the other party a fair portion of the fees and expenses it reasonably incurred in
obtaining the expert's facts and opinions.

(5) Claiming Privilege or Protecting Trial-Preparation Materials.

(A) Information Withheld. When a party withholds information otherwise discoverable by claiming that the information
is privileged or subject to protection as trial-preparation material, the party must:

(i) expressly make the claim; and
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(ii)describe the nature of the documents, communications, or tangible things not produced or disclosed--and do so in a
manner that, without revealing information itself privileged or protected, will enable other parties to assess the claim.

(B) Information Produced. If information produced in discovery is subject to a claim of privilege or of protection as trial-
preparation material, the party making the claim may notify any party that received the information of the claim and the
basis for it. After being notified, a party must promptly return, sequester, or destroy the specified information and any
copies it has; must not use or disclose the information until the claim is resolved; must take reasonable steps to retrieve
the information if the party disclosed it before being notified; and may promptly present the information to the court under
seal for a determination of the claim. The producing party must preserve the information until the claim is resolved.

(c) Protective Orders.

(1) In General. A party or any person from whom discovery is sought may move for a protective order in the court where the
action is pending -- or as an alternative on matters relating to a deposition, in the court for the district where the deposition
will be taken. The motion must include a certification that the movant has in good faith conferred or attempted to confer
with other affected parties in an effort to resolve the dispute without court action. The court may, for good cause, issue an
order to protect a party or person from annoyance, embarrassment, oppression, or undue burden or expense, including one
or more of the following:

(A) forbidding the disclosure or discovery;

(B) specifying terms, including time and place or the allocation of expenses, for the disclosure or discovery;

(C) prescribing a discovery method other than the one selected by the party seeking discovery;

(D) forbidding inquiry into certain matters, or limiting the scope of disclosure or discovery to certain matters;

(E) designating the persons who may be present while the discovery is conducted;

(F) requiring that a deposition be sealed and opened only on court order;

(G) requiring that a trade secret or other confidential research, development, or commercial information not be revealed
or be revealed only in a specified way; and

(H) requiring that the parties simultaneously file specified documents or information in sealed envelopes, to be opened
as the court directs.

(2) Ordering Discovery. If a motion for a protective order is wholly or partly denied, the court may, on just terms, order that
any party or person provide or permit discovery.
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(3) Awarding Expenses. Rule 37(a)(5) applies to the award of expenses.

(d) Timing and Sequence of Discovery.

(1) Timing. A party may not seek discovery from any source before the parties have conferred as required by Rule 26(f),
except in a proceeding exempted from initial disclosure under Rule 26(a)(1)(B), or when authorized by these rules, by
stipulation, or by court order.

(2) Early Rule 34 Requests.

(A) Time to Deliver. More than 21 days after the summons and complaint are served on a party, a request under Rule
34 may be delivered:

(i) to that party by any other party, and

(ii) by that party to any plaintiff or to any other party that has been served.

(B) When Considered Served. The request is considered to have been served at the first Rule 26(f) conference.

(3) Sequence. Unless the parties stipulate or the court orders otherwise for the parties' and witnesses' convenience and in
the interests of justice:

(A) methods of discovery may be used in any sequence; and

(B) discovery by one party does not require any other party to delay its discovery.

(e) Supplementing Disclosures and Responses.

(1) In General. A party who has made a disclosure under Rule 26(a)--or who has responded to an interrogatory, request for
production, or request for admission--must supplement or correct its disclosure or response:

(A) in a timely manner if the party learns that in some material respect the disclosure or response is incomplete or incorrect,
and if the additional or corrective information has not otherwise been made known to the other parties during the discovery
process or in writing; or

(B) as ordered by the court.
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(2) Expert Witness. For an expert whose report must be disclosed under Rule 26(a)(2)(B), the party's duty to supplement
extends both to information included in the report and to information given during the expert's deposition. Any additions or
changes to this information must be disclosed by the time the party's pretrial disclosures under Rule 26(a)(3) are due.

(f) Conference of the Parties; Planning for Discovery.

(1) Conference Timing. Except in a proceeding exempted from initial disclosure under Rule 26(a)(1)(B) or when the court
orders otherwise, the parties must confer as soon as practicable--and in any event at least 21 days before a scheduling
conference is to be held or a scheduling order is due under Rule 16(b).

(2) Conference Content; Parties' Responsibilities. In conferring, the parties must consider the nature and basis of their
claims and defenses and the possibilities for promptly settling or resolving the case; make or arrange for the disclosures
required by Rule 26(a)(1); discuss any issues about preserving discoverable information; and develop a proposed discovery
plan. The attorneys of record and all unrepresented parties that have appeared in the case are jointly responsible for arranging
the conference, for attempting in good faith to agree on the proposed discovery plan, and for submitting to the court within
14 days after the conference a written report outlining the plan. The court may order the parties or attorneys to attend the
conference in person.

(3) Discovery Plan. A discovery plan must state the parties' views and proposals on:

(A) what changes should be made in the timing, form, or requirement for disclosures under Rule 26(a), including a
statement of when initial disclosures were made or will be made;

(B) the subjects on which discovery may be needed, when discovery should be completed, and whether discovery should
be conducted in phases or be limited to or focused on particular issues;

(C) any issues about disclosure, discovery, or preservation of electronically stored information, including the form or
forms in which it should be produced;

(D) any issues about claims of privilege or of protection as trial-preparation materials, including -- if the parties agree on
a procedure to assert these claims after production -- whether to ask the court to include their agreement in an order under
Federal Rule of Evidence 502;

(E) what changes should be made in the limitations on discovery imposed under these rules or by local rule, and what
other limitations should be imposed; and

(F) any other orders that the court should issue under Rule 26(c) or under Rule 16(b) and (c).

(4) Expedited Schedule. If necessary to comply with its expedited schedule for Rule 16(b) conferences, a court may by
local rule:
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(A) require the parties' conference to occur less than 21 days before the scheduling conference is held or a scheduling
order is due under Rule 16(b); and

(B) require the written report outlining the discovery plan to be filed less than 14 days after the parties' conference, or
excuse the parties from submitting a written report and permit them to report orally on their discovery plan at the Rule
16(b) conference.

(g) Signing Disclosures and Discovery Requests, Responses, and Objections.

(1) Signature Required; Effect of Signature. Every disclosure under Rule 26(a)(1) or (a)(3) and every discovery request,
response, or objection must be signed by at least one attorney of record in the attorney's own name--or by the party personally,
if unrepresented--and must state the signer's address, e-mail address, and telephone number. By signing, an attorney or party
certifies that to the best of the person's knowledge, information, and belief formed after a reasonable inquiry:

(A) with respect to a disclosure, it is complete and correct as of the time it is made; and

(B) with respect to a discovery request, response, or objection, it is:

(i) consistent with these rules and warranted by existing law or by a nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying,
or reversing existing law, or for establishing new law;

(ii) not interposed for any improper purpose, such as to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost
of litigation; and

(iii) neither unreasonable nor unduly burdensome or expensive, considering the needs of the case, prior discovery in the
case, the amount in controversy, and the importance of the issues at stake in the action.

(2) Failure to Sign. Other parties have no duty to act on an unsigned disclosure, request, response, or objection until it is
signed, and the court must strike it unless a signature is promptly supplied after the omission is called to the attorney's or
party's attention.

(3) Sanction for Improper Certification. If a certification violates this rule without substantial justification, the court, on
motion or on its own, must impose an appropriate sanction on the signer, the party on whose behalf the signer was acting, or
both. The sanction may include an order to pay the reasonable expenses, including attorney's fees, caused by the violation.

CREDIT(S)
(Amended December 27, 1946, effective March 19, 1948; January 21, 1963, effective July 1, 1963; February 28, 1966,

effective July 1, 1966; March 30, 1970, effective July 1, 1970; April 29, 1980, effective August 1, 1980; April 28, 1983, effective
August 1, 1983; March 2, 1987, effective August 1, 1987; April 22, 1993, effective December 1, 1993; April 17, 2000, effective
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The sanctioning process must comport with due process requirements. The kind of notice and hearing required will depend on
the facts of the case and the severity of the sanction being considered. To prevent the proliferation of the sanction procedure and
to avoid multiple hearings, discovery in any sanction proceeding normally should be permitted only when it is clearly required
by the interests of justice. In most cases the court will be aware of the circumstances and only a brief hearing should be necessary.

1987 Amendment

The amendments are technical. No substantive change is intended.

1993 Amendment

Subdivision (a). Through the addition of paragraphs (1)-(4), this subdivision imposes on parties a duty to disclose, without
awaiting formal discovery requests, certain basic information that is needed in most cases to prepare for trial or make an
informed decision about settlement. The rule requires all parties (1) early in the case to exchange information regarding potential
witnesses, documentary evidence, damages, and insurance, (2) at an appropriate time during the discovery period to identify
expert witnesses and provide a detailed written statement of the testimony that may be offered at trial through specially retained
experts, and (3) as the trial date approaches to identify the particular evidence that may be offered at trial. The enumeration
in Rule 26(a) of items to be disclosed does not prevent a court from requiring by order or local rule that the parties disclose
additional information without a discovery request. Nor are parties precluded from using traditional discovery methods to obtain
further information regarding these matters, as for example asking an expert during a deposition about testimony given in other
litigation beyond the four-year period specified in Rule 26(a)(2)(B).

A major purpose of the revision is to accelerate the exchange of basic information about the case and to eliminate the paper
work involved in requesting such information, and the rule should be applied in a manner to achieve those objectives. The
concepts of imposing a duty of disclosure were set forth in Brazil, The Adversary Character of Civil Discovery: A Critique and
Proposals for Change, 31 Vand.L.Rev. 1348 (1978), and Schwarzer, The Federal Rules, the Adversary Process, and Discovery
Reform, 50 U.Pitt.L.Rev. 703, 721-23 (1989).

The rule is based upon the experience of district courts that have required disclosure of some of this information through
local rules, court-approved standard interrogatories, and standing orders. Most have required pretrial disclosure of the kind
of information described in Rule 26(a)(3). Many have required written reports from experts containing information like that
specified in Rule 26(a)(2)(B). While far more limited, the experience of the few state and federal courts that have required pre-
discovery exchange of core information such as is contemplated in Rule 26(a)(1) indicates that savings in time and expense can
be achieved, particularly if the litigants meet and discuss the issues in the case as a predicate for this exchange and if a judge
supports the process, as by using the results to guide further proceedings in the case. Courts in Canada and the United Kingdom
have for many years required disclosure of certain information without awaiting a request from an adversary.

Paragraph (1). As the functional equivalent of court-ordered interrogatories, this paragraph requires early disclosure, without
need for any request, of four types of information that have been customarily secured early in litigation through formal discovery.
The introductory clause permits the court, by local rule, to exempt all or particular types of cases from these disclosure
requirement [sic] or to modify the nature of the information to be disclosed. It is expected that courts would, for example,
exempt cases like Social Security reviews and government collection cases in which discovery would not be appropriate or
would be unlikely. By order the court may eliminate or modify the disclosure requirements in a particular case, and similarly
the parties, unless precluded by order or local rule, can stipulate to elimination or modification of the requirements for that case.
The disclosure obligations specified in paragraph (1) will not be appropriate for all cases, and it is expected that changes in
these obligations will be made by the court or parties when the circumstances warrant.

Authorization of these local variations is, in large measure, included in order to accommodate the Civil Justice Reform Act of
1990, which implicitly directs districts to experiment during the study period with differing procedures to reduce the time and
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expense of civil litigation. The civil justice delay and expense reduction plans adopted by the courts under the Act differ as to
the type, form, and timing of disclosures required. Section 105(c)(1) of the Act calls for a report by the Judicial Conference to
Congress by December 31, 1995, comparing experience in twenty of these courts; and section 105(c)(2)(B) contemplates that
some changes in the Rules may then be needed. While these studies may indicate the desirability of further changes in Rule
26(a)(1), these changes probably could not become effective before December 1998 at the earliest. In the meantime, the present
revision puts in place a series of disclosure obligations that, unless a court acts affirmatively to impose other requirements or
indeed to reject all such requirements for the present, are designed to eliminate certain discovery, help focus the discovery that
is needed, and facilitate preparation for trial or settlement.

Subparagraph (A) requires identification of all persons who, based on the investigation conducted thus far, are likely to have
discoverable information relevant to the factual disputes between the parties. All persons with such information should be
disclosed, whether or not their testimony will be supportive of the position of the disclosing party. As officers of the court,
counsel are expected to disclose the identity of those persons who may be used by them as witnesses or who, if their potential
testimony were known, might reasonably be expected to be deposed or called as a witness by any of the other parties. Indicating
briefly the general topics on which such persons have information should not be burdensome, and will assist other parties in
deciding which depositions will actually be needed.

Subparagraph (B) is included as a substitute for the inquiries routinely made about the existence and location of documents and
other tangible things in the possession, custody, or control of the disclosing party. Although, unlike subdivision (a)(3)(C), an
itemized listing of each exhibit is not required, the disclosure should describe and categorize, to the extent identified during the
initial investigation, the nature and location of potentially relevant documents and records, including computerized data and
other electronically-recorded information, sufficiently to enable opposing parties (1) to make an informed decision concerning
which documents might need to be examined, at least initially, and (2) to frame their document requests in a manner likely
to avoid squabbles resulting from the wording of the requests. As with potential witnesses, the requirement for disclosure of
documents applies to all potentially relevant items then known to the party, whether or not supportive of its contentions in
the case.

Unlike subparagraphs (C) and (D), subparagraph (B) does not require production of any documents. Of course, in cases
involving few documents a disclosing party may prefer to provide copies of the documents rather than describe them, and the
rule is written to afford this option to the disclosing party. If, as will be more typical, only the description is provided, the
other parties are expected to obtain the documents desired by proceeding under Rule 34 or through informal requests. The
disclosing party does not, by describing documents under subparagraph (B), waive its right to object to production on the basis
of privilege or work product protection, or to assert that the documents are not sufficiently relevant to justify the burden or
expense of production.

The initial disclosure requirements of subparagraphs (A) and (B) are limited to identification of potential evidence “relevant
to disputed facts alleged with particularity in the pleadings.” There is no need for a party to identify potential evidence with
respect to allegations that are admitted. Broad, vague, and conclusory allegations sometimes tolerated in notice pleading--for
example, the assertion that a product with many component parts is defective in some unspecified manner--should not impose
upon responding parties the obligation at that point to search for and identify all persons possibly involved in, or all documents
affecting, the design, manufacture, and assembly of the product. The greater the specificity and clarity of the allegations in
the pleadings, the more complete should be the listing of potential witnesses and types of documentary evidence. Although
paragraphs (1)(A) and (1)(B) by their terms refer to the factual disputes defined in the pleadings, the rule contemplates that these
issues would be informally refined and clarified during the meeting of the parties under subdivision (f) and that the disclosure
obligations would be adjusted in the light of these discussions. The disclosure requirements should, in short, be applied with
common sense in light of the principles of Rule 1, keeping in mind the salutary purposes that the rule is intended to accomplish.
The litigants should not indulge in gamesmanship with respect to the disclosure obligations.
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Subparagraph (C) imposes a burden of disclosure that includes the functional equivalent of a standing Request for Production
under Rule 34. A party claiming damages or other monetary relief must, in addition to disclosing the calculation of such
damages, make available the supporting documents for inspection and copying as if a request for such materials had been made
under Rule 34. This obligation applies only with respect to documents then reasonably available to it and not privileged or
protected as work product. Likewise, a party would not be expected to provide a calculation of damages which, as in many
patent infringement actions, depends on information in the possession of another party or person.

Subparagraph (D) replaces subdivision (b)(2) of Rule 26, and provides that liability insurance policies be made available for
inspection and copying. The last two sentences of that subdivision have been omitted as unnecessary, not to signify any change
of law. The disclosure of insurance information does not thereby render such information admissible in evidence. See Rule 411,
Federal Rules of Evidence. Nor does subparagraph (D) require disclosure of applications for insurance, though in particular
cases such information may be discoverable in accordance with revised subdivision (a)(5).

Unless the court directs a different time, the disclosures required by subdivision (a)(1) are to be made at or within 10 days
after the meeting of the parties under subdivision (f). One of the purposes of this meeting is to refine the factual disputes with
respect to which disclosures should be made under paragraphs (1)(A) and (1)(B), particularly if an answer has not been filed
by a defendant, or, indeed, to afford the parties an opportunity to modify by stipulation the timing or scope of these obligations.
The time of this meeting is generally left to the parties provided it is held at least 14 days before a scheduling conference is
held or before a scheduling order is due under Rule 16(b). In cases in which no scheduling conference is held, this will mean
that the meeting must ordinarily be held within 75 days after a defendant has first appeared in the case and hence that the initial
disclosures would be due no later than 85 days after the first appearance of a defendant.

Before making its disclosures, a party has the obligation under subdivision (g)(1) to make a reasonable inquiry into the facts
of the case. The rule does not demand an exhaustive investigation at this stage of the case, but one that is reasonable under
the circumstances, focusing on the facts that are alleged with particularity in the pleadings. The type of investigation that can
be expected at this point will vary based upon such factors as the number and complexity of the issues; the location, nature,
number, and availability of potentially relevant witnesses and documents; the extent of past working relationships between the
attorney and the client, particularly in handling related or similar litigation; and of course how long the party has to conduct
an investigation, either before or after filing of the case. As provided in the last sentence of subdivision (a)(1), a party is not
excused from the duty of disclosure merely because its investigation is incomplete. The party should make its initial disclosures
based on the pleadings and the information then reasonably available to it. As its investigation continues and as the issues in
the pleadings are clarified, it should supplement its disclosures as required by subdivision (e)(1). A party is not relieved from
its obligation of disclosure merely because another party has not made its disclosures or has made an inadequate disclosure.

It will often be desirable, particularly if the claims made in the complaint are broadly stated, for the parties to have their Rule
26(f) meeting early in the case, perhaps before a defendant has answered the complaint or had time to conduct other than a
cursory investigation. In such circumstances, in order to facilitate more meaningful and useful initial disclosures, they can and
should stipulate to a period of more than 10 days after the meeting in which to make these disclosures, at least for defendants
who had no advance notice of the potential litigation. A stipulation at an early meeting affording such a defendant at least 60
days after receiving the complaint in which to make its disclosures under subdivision (a)(1)--a period that is two weeks longer
than the time formerly specified for responding to interrogatories served with a complaint--should be adequate and appropriate
in most cases.

Paragraph (2). This paragraph imposes an additional duty to disclose information regarding expert testimony sufficiently in
advance of trial that opposing parties have a reasonable opportunity to prepare for effective cross examination and perhaps
arrange for expert testimony from other witnesses. Normally the court should prescribe a time for these disclosures in a
scheduling order under Rule 16(b), and in most cases the party with the burden of proof on an issue should disclose its expert
testimony on that issue before other parties are required to make their disclosures with respect to that issue. In the absence of
such a direction, the disclosures are to be made by all parties at least 90 days before the trial date or the date by which the case

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000607&cite=USFRER411&originatingDoc=NCBF83860B96411D8983DF34406B5929B&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000607&cite=USFRER411&originatingDoc=NCBF83860B96411D8983DF34406B5929B&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)


Rule 26. Duty to Disclose; General Provisions Governing Discovery, FRCP Rule 26

 © 2016 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 29

is to be ready for trial, except that an additional 30 days is allowed (unless the court specifies another time) for disclosure of
expert testimony to be used solely to contradict or rebut the testimony that may be presented by another party's expert. For a
discussion of procedures that have been used to enhance the reliability of expert testimony, see M. Graham, Expert Witness
Testimony and the Federal Rules of Evidence: Insuring Adequate Assurance of Trustworthiness, 1986 U.Ill.L.Rev. 90.

Paragraph (2)(B) requires that persons retained or specially employed to provide expert testimony, or whose duties as an
employee of the party regularly involve the giving of expert testimony, must prepare a detailed and complete written report,
stating the testimony the witness is expected to present during direct examination, together with the reasons therefor. The
information disclosed under the former rule in answering interrogatories about the “substance” of expert testimony was
frequently so sketchy and vague that it rarely dispensed with the need to depose the expert and often was even of little help in
preparing for a deposition of the witness. Revised Rule 37(c)(1) provides an incentive for full disclosure; namely, that a party
will not ordinarily be permitted to use on direct examination any expert testimony not so disclosed. Rule 26(a)(2)(B) does not
preclude counsel from providing assistance to experts in preparing the reports, and indeed, with experts such as automobile
mechanics, this assistance may be needed. Nevertheless, the report, which is intended to set forth the substance of the direct
examination, should be written in a manner that reflects the testimony to be given by the witness and it must be signed by
the witness.

The report is to disclose the data and other information considered by the expert and any exhibits or charts that summarize
or support the expert's opinions. Given this obligation of disclosure, litigants should no longer be able to argue that materials
furnished to their experts to be used in forming their opinions--whether or not ultimately relied upon by the expert--are privileged
or otherwise protected from disclosure when such persons are testifying or being deposed.

Revised subdivision (b)(4)(A) authorizes the deposition of expert witnesses. Since depositions of experts required to prepare a
written report may be taken only after the report has been served, the length of the deposition of such experts should be reduced,
and in many cases the report may eliminate the need for a deposition. Revised subdivision (e)(1) requires disclosure of any
material changes made in the opinions of an expert from whom a report is required, whether the changes are in the written
report or in testimony given at a deposition.

For convenience, this rule and revised Rule 30 continue to use the term “expert” to refer to those persons who will testify under
Rule 702 of the Federal Rules of Evidence with respect to scientific, technical, and other specialized matters. The requirement
of a written report in paragraph (2)(B), however, applies only to those experts who are retained or specially employed to provide
such testimony in the case or whose duties as an employee of a party regularly involve the giving of such testimony. A treating
physician, for example, can be deposed or called to testify at trial without any requirement for a written report. By local rule,
order, or written stipulation, the requirement of a written report may be waived for particular experts or imposed upon additional
persons who will provide opinions under Rule 702.

Paragraph (3). This paragraph imposes an additional duty to disclose, without any request, information customarily needed
in final preparation for trial. These disclosures are to be made in accordance with schedules adopted by the court under Rule
16(b) or by special order. If no such schedule is directed by the court, the disclosures are to be made at least 30 days before
commencement of the trial. By its terms, rule 26(a)(3) does not require disclosure of evidence to be used solely for impeachment
purposes; however, disclosure of such evidence--as well as other items relating to conduct of trial--may be required by local
rule or a pretrial order.

Subparagraph (A) requires the parties to designate the persons whose testimony they may present as substantive evidence at
trial, whether in person or by deposition. Those who will probably be called as witnesses should be listed separately from
those who are not likely to be called but who are being listed in order to preserve the right to do so if needed because of
developments during trial. Revised Rule 37(c)(1) provides that only persons so listed may be used at trial to present substantive
evidence. This restriction does not apply unless the omission was “without substantial justification” and hence would not bar
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an unlisted witness if the need for such testimony is based upon developments during trial that could not reasonably have been
anticipated--e.g., a change of testimony.

Listing a witness does not obligate the party to secure the attendance of the person at trial, but should preclude the party from
objecting if the person is called to testify by another party who did not list the person as a witness.

Subparagraph (B) requires the party to indicate which of these potential witnesses will be presented by deposition at trial.
A party expecting to use at trial a deposition not recorded by stenographic means is required by revised Rule 32 to provide
the court with a transcript of the pertinent portions of such depositions. This rule requires that copies of the transcript of a
nonstenographic deposition be provided to other parties in advance of trial for verification, an obvious concern since counsel
often utilize their own personnel to prepare transcripts from audio or video tapes. By order or local rule, the court may require
that parties designate the particular portions of stenographic depositions to be used at trial.

Subparagraph (C) requires disclosure of exhibits, including summaries (whether to be offered in lieu of other documentary
evidence or to be used as an aid in understanding such evidence), that may be offered as substantive evidence. The rule requires
a separate listing of each such exhibit, though it should permit voluminous items of a similar or standardized character to be
described by meaningful categories. For example, unless the court has otherwise directed, a series of vouchers might be shown
collectively as a single exhibit with their starting and ending dates. As with witnesses, the exhibits that will probably be offered
are to be listed separately from those which are unlikely to be offered but which are listed in order to preserve the right to do
so if needed because of developments during trial. Under revised Rule 37(c)(1) the court can permit use of unlisted documents
the need for which could not reasonably have been anticipated in advance of trial.

Upon receipt of these final pretrial disclosures, other parties have 14 days (unless a different time is specified by the court)
to disclose any objections they wish to preserve to the usability of the deposition testimony or to the admissibility of the
documentary evidence (other than under Rules 402 and 403 of the Federal Rules of Evidence). Similar provisions have become
commonplace either in pretrial orders or by local rules, and significantly expedite the presentation of evidence at trial, as well
as eliminate the need to have available witnesses to provide “foundation” testimony for most items of documentary evidence.
The listing of a potential objection does not constitute the making of that objection or require the court to rule on the objection;
rather, it preserves the right of the party to make the objection when and as appropriate during trial. The court may, however,
elect to treat the listing as a motion “in limine” and rule upon the objections in advance of trial to the extent appropriate.

The time specified in the rule for the final pretrial disclosures is relatively close to the trial date. The objective is to eliminate
the time and expense in making these disclosures of evidence and objections in those cases that settle shortly before trial, while
affording a reasonable time for final preparation for trial in those cases that do not settle. In many cases, it will be desirable for
the court in a scheduling or pretrial order to set an earlier time for disclosures of evidence and provide more time for disclosing
potential objections.

Paragraph (4). This paragraph prescribes the form of disclosures. A signed written statement is required, reminding the parties
and counsel of the solemnity of the obligations imposed; and the signature on the initial or pretrial disclosure is a certification
under subdivision (g)(1) that it is complete and correct as of the time when made. Consistent with Rule 5(d), these disclosures
are to be filed with the court unless otherwise directed. It is anticipated that many courts will direct that expert reports required
under paragraph (2)(B) not be filed until needed in connection with a motion or for trial.

Paragraph (5). This paragraph is revised to take note of the availability of revised Rule 45 for inspection from non-parties of
documents and premises without the need for a deposition.

Subdivision (b). This subdivision is revised in several respects. First, former paragraph (1) is subdivided into two paragraphs
for ease of reference and to avoid renumbering of paragraphs (3) and (4). Textual changes are then made in new paragraph
(2) to enable the court to keep tighter rein on the extent of discovery. The information explosion of recent decades has greatly
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increased both the potential cost of wide-ranging discovery and the potential for discovery to be used as an instrument for delay
or oppression. Amendments to Rules 30, 31, and 33 place presumptive limits on the number of depositions and interrogatories,
subject to leave of court to pursue additional discovery. The revisions in Rule 26(b)(2) are intended to provide the court with
broader discretion to impose additional restrictions on the scope and extent of discovery and to authorize courts that develop case
tracking systems based on the complexity of cases to increase or decrease by local rule the presumptive number of depositions
and interrogatories allowed in particular types or classifications of cases. The revision also dispels any doubt as to the power
of the court to impose limitations on the length of depositions under Rule 30 or on the number of requests for admission under
Rule 36.

Second, former paragraph (2), relating to insurance, has been relocated as part of the required initial disclosures under
subdivision (a)(1)(D), and revised to provide for disclosure of the policy itself.

Third, paragraph (4)(A) is revised to provide that experts who are expected to be witnesses will be subject to deposition prior
to trial, conforming the norm stated in the rule to the actual practice followed in most courts, in which depositions of experts
have become standard. Concerns regarding the expense of such depositions should be mitigated by the fact that the expert's
fees for the deposition will ordinarily be borne by the party taking the deposition. The requirement under subdivision (a)(2)
(B) of a complete and detailed report of the expected testimony of certain forensic experts may, moreover, eliminate the need
for some such depositions or at least reduce the length of the depositions. Accordingly, the deposition of an expert required by
subdivision (a)(2)(B) to provide a written report may be taken only after the report has been served.

Paragraph (4)(C), bearing on compensation of experts, is revised to take account of the changes in paragraph (4)(A).

Paragraph (5) is a new provision. A party must notify other parties if it is withholding materials otherwise subject to disclosure
under the rule or pursuant to a discovery request because it is asserting a claim of privilege or work product protection. To
withhold materials without such notice is contrary to the rule, subjects the party to sanctions under Rule 37(b)(2), and may be
viewed as a waiver of the privilege or protection.

The party must also provide sufficient information to enable other parties to evaluate the applicability of the claimed privilege
or protection. Although the person from whom the discovery is sought decides whether to claim a privilege or protection, the
court ultimately decides whether, if this claim is challenged, the privilege or protection applies. Providing information pertinent
to the applicability of the privilege or protection should reduce the need for in camera examination of the documents.

The rule does not attempt to define for each case what information must be provided when a party asserts a claim of privilege
or work product protection. Details concerning time, persons, general subject matter, etc., may be appropriate if only a few
items are withheld, but may be unduly burdensome when voluminous documents are claimed to be privileged or protected,
particularly if the items can be described by categories. A party can seek relief through a protective order under subdivision
(c) if compliance with the requirement for providing this information would be an unreasonable burden. In rare circumstances
some of the pertinent information affecting applicability of the claim, such as the identity of the client, may itself be privileged;
the rule provides that such information need not be disclosed.

The obligation to provide pertinent information concerning withheld privileged materials applies only to items “otherwise
discoverable.” If a broad discovery request is made--for example, for all documents of a particular type during a twenty year
period--and the responding party believes in good faith that production of documents for more than the past three years would
be unduly burdensome, it should make its objection to the breadth of the request and, with respect to the documents generated
in that three year period, produce the unprivileged documents and describe those withheld under the claim of privilege. If the
court later rules that documents for a seven year period are properly discoverable, the documents for the additional four years
should then be either produced (if not privileged) or described (if claimed to be privileged).
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Subdivision (c). The revision requires that before filing a motion for a protective order the movant must confer--either in person
or by telephone--with the other affected parties in a good faith effort to resolve the discovery dispute without the need for court
intervention. If the movant is unable to get opposing parties even to discuss the matter, the efforts in attempting to arrange such
a conference should be indicated in the certificate.

Subdivision (d). This subdivision is revised to provide that formal discovery--as distinguished from interviews of potential
witnesses and other informal discovery--not commence until the parties have met and conferred as required by subdivision (f).
Discovery can begin earlier if authorized under Rule 30(a)(2)(C) (deposition of person about to leave the country) or by local
rule, order, or stipulation. This will be appropriate in some cases, such as those involving requests for a preliminary injunction
or motions challenging personal jurisdiction. If a local rule exempts any types of cases in which discovery may be needed from
the requirement of a meeting under Rule 26(f), it should specify when discovery may commence in those cases.

The meeting of counsel is to take place as soon as practicable and in any event at least 14 days before the date of the scheduling
conference under Rule 16(b) or the date a scheduling order is due under Rule 16(b). The court can assure that discovery is not
unduly delayed either by entering a special order or by setting the case for a scheduling conference.

Subdivision (e). This subdivision is revised to provide that the requirement for supplementation applies to all disclosures
required by subdivisions (a)(1)-(3). Like the former rule, the duty, while imposed on a “party,” applies whether the corrective
information is learned by the client or by the attorney. Supplementations need not be made as each new item of information is
learned but should be made at appropriate intervals during the discovery period, and with special promptness as the trial date
approaches. It may be useful for the scheduling order to specify the time or times when supplementations should be made.

The revision also clarifies that the obligation to supplement responses to formal discovery requests applies to interrogatories,
requests for production, and requests for admissions, but not ordinarily to deposition testimony. However, with respect to experts
from whom a written report is required under subdivision (a)(2)(B), changes in the opinions expressed by the expert whether
in the report or at a subsequent deposition are subject to a duty of supplemental disclosure under subdivision (e)(1).

The obligation to supplement disclosures and discovery responses applies whenever a party learns that its prior disclosures or
responses are in some material respect incomplete or incorrect. There is, however, no obligation to provide supplemental or
corrective information that has been otherwise made known to the parties in writing or during the discovery process, as when
a witness not previously disclosed is identified during the taking of a deposition or when an expert during a deposition corrects
information contained in an earlier report.

Subdivision (f). This subdivision was added in 1980 to provide a party threatened with abusive discovery with a special means
for obtaining judicial intervention other than through discrete motions under Rules 26(c) and 37(a). The amendment envisioned
a two-step process: first, the parties would attempt to frame a mutually agreeable plan; second, the court would hold a “discovery
conference” and then enter an order establishing a schedule and limitations for the conduct of discovery. It was contemplated
that the procedure, an elective one triggered on request of a party, would be used in special cases rather than as a routine matter.
As expected, the device has been used only sparingly in most courts, and judicial controls over the discovery process have
ordinarily been imposed through scheduling orders under Rule 16(b) or through rulings on discovery motions.

The provisions relating to a conference with the court are removed from subdivision (f). This change does not signal any
lessening of the importance of judicial supervision. Indeed, there is a greater need for early judicial involvement to consider
the scope and timing of the disclosure requirements of Rule 26(a) and the presumptive limits on discovery imposed under these
rules or by local rules. Rather, the change is made because the provisions addressing the use of conferences with the court to
control discovery are more properly included in Rule 16, which is being revised to highlight the court's powers regarding the
discovery process.
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The desirability of some judicial control of discovery can hardly be doubted. Rule 16, as revised, requires that the court set
a time for completion of discovery and authorizes various other orders affecting the scope, timing, and extent of discovery
and disclosures. Before entering such orders, the court should consider the views of the parties, preferably by means of a
conference, but at the least through written submissions. Moreover, it is desirable that the parties' proposals regarding discovery
be developed through a process where they meet in person, informally explore the nature and basis of the issues, and discuss
how discovery can be conducted most efficiently and economically.

As noted above, former subdivision (f) envisioned the development of proposed discovery plans as an optional procedure to be
used in relatively few cases. The revised rule directs that in all cases not exempted by local rule or special order the litigants must
meet in person and plan for discovery. Following this meeting, the parties submit to the court their proposals for a discovery plan
and can begin formal discovery. Their report will assist the court in seeing that the timing and scope of disclosures under revised
Rule 26(a) and the limitations on the extent of discovery under these rules and local rules are tailored to the circumstances of
the particular case.

To assure that the court has the litigants' proposals before deciding on a scheduling order and that the commencement of
discovery is not delayed unduly, the rule provides that the meeting of the parties take place as soon as practicable and in any
event at least 14 days before a scheduling conference is held or before a scheduling order is due under Rule 16(b). (Rule 16(b)
requires that a scheduling order be entered within 90 days after the first appearance of a defendant or, if earlier, within 120
days after the complaint has been served on any defendant.) The obligation to participate in the planning process is imposed
on all parties that have appeared in the case, including defendants who, because of a pending Rule 12 motion, may not have
yet filed an answer in the case. Each such party should attend the meeting, either through one of its attorneys or in person if
unrepresented. If more parties are joined or appear after the initial meeting, an additional meeting may be desirable.

Subdivision (f) describes certain matters that should be accomplished at the meeting and included in the proposed discovery
plan. This listing does not exclude consideration of other subjects, such as the time when any dispositive motions should be
filed and when the case should be ready for trial.

The parties are directed under subdivision (a)(1) to make the disclosures required by that subdivision at or within 10 days after
this meeting. In many cases the parties should use the meeting to exchange, discuss, and clarify their respective disclosures.
In other cases, it may be more useful if the disclosures are delayed until after the parties have discussed at the meeting the
claims and defenses in order to define the issues with respect to which the initial disclosures should be made. As discussed in
the Notes to subdivision (a)(1), the parties may also need to consider whether a stipulation extending this 10-day period would
be appropriate, as when a defendant would otherwise have less than 60 days after being served in which to make its initial
disclosure. The parties should also discuss at the meeting what additional information, although not subject to the disclosure
requirements, can be made available informally without the necessity for formal discovery requests.

The report is to be submitted to the court within 10 days after the meeting and should not be difficult to prepare. In most cases
counsel should be able to agree that one of them will be responsible for its preparation and submission to the court. Form 35
has been added in the Appendix to the Rules, both to illustrate the type of report that is contemplated and to serve as a checklist
for the meeting.

The litigants are expected to attempt in good faith to agree on the contents of the proposed discovery plan. If they cannot agree
on all aspects of the plan, their report to the court should indicate the competing proposals of the parties on those items, as well
as the matters on which they agree. Unfortunately, there may be cases in which, because of disagreements about time or place
or for other reasons, the meeting is not attended by all parties or, indeed, no meeting takes place. In such situations, the report--
or reports--should describe the circumstances and the court may need to consider sanctions under Rule 37(g).

By local rule or special order, the court can exempt particular cases or types of cases from the meet-and-confer requirement of
subdivision (f). In general this should include any types of cases which are exempted by local rule from the requirement for
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As with the Rule 11 signature on a pleading, written motion, or other paper, disclosure and discovery signatures should include
not only a postal address but also a telephone number and electronic-mail address. A signer who lacks one or more of those
addresses need not supply a nonexistent item.

Rule 11(b)(2) recognizes that it is legitimate to argue for establishing new law. An argument to establish new law is equally
legitimate in conducting discovery.

2010 Amendment

Rule 26. Rules 26(a)(2) and (b)(4) are amended to address concerns about expert discovery. The amendments to Rule 26(a)
(2) require disclosure regarding expected expert testimony of those expert witnesses not required to provide expert reports and
limit the expert report to facts or data (rather than “data or other information,” as in the current rule) considered by the witness.
Rule 26(b)(4) is amended to provide work-product protection against discovery regarding draft expert disclosures or reports
and--with three specific exceptions--communications between expert witnesses and counsel.

In 1993, Rule 26(b)(4)(A) was revised to authorize expert depositions and Rule 26(a)(2) was added to provide disclosure,
including--for many experts--an extensive report. Many courts read the disclosure provision to authorize discovery of all
communications between counsel and expert witnesses and all draft reports. The Committee has been told repeatedly that
routine discovery into attorney-expert communications and draft reports has had undesirable effects. Costs have risen. Attorneys
may employ two sets of experts--one for purposes of consultation and another to testify at trial--because disclosure of their
collaborative interactions with expert consultants would reveal their most sensitive and confidential case analyses. At the same
time, attorneys often feel compelled to adopt a guarded attitude toward their interaction with testifying experts that impedes
effective communication, and experts adopt strategies that protect against discovery but also interfere with their work.

Subdivision (a)(2)(B). Rule 26(a)(2)(B)(ii) is amended to provide that disclosure include all “facts or data considered by the
witness in forming” the opinions to be offered, rather than the “data or other information” disclosure prescribed in 1993. This
amendment is intended to alter the outcome in cases that have relied on the 1993 formulation in requiring disclosure of all
attorney-expert communications and draft reports. The amendments to Rule 26(b)(4) make this change explicit by providing
work-product protection against discovery regarding draft reports and disclosures or attorney-expert communications.

The refocus of disclosure on “facts or data” is meant to limit disclosure to material of a factual nature by excluding theories or
mental impressions of counsel. At the same time, the intention is that “facts or data” be interpreted broadly to require disclosure
of any material considered by the expert, from whatever source, that contains factual ingredients. The disclosure obligation
extends to any facts or data “considered” by the expert in forming the opinions to be expressed, not only those relied upon
by the expert.

Subdivision (a)(2)(C). Rule 26(a)(2)(C) is added to mandate summary disclosures of the opinions to be offered by expert
witnesses who are not required to provide reports under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) and of the facts supporting those opinions. This
disclosure is considerably less extensive than the report required by Rule 26(a)(2)(B). Courts must take care against requiring
undue detail, keeping in mind that these witnesses have not been specially retained and may not be as responsive to counsel
as those who have.

This amendment resolves a tension that has sometimes prompted courts to require reports under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) even from
witnesses exempted from the report requirement. An (a)(2)(B) report is required only from an expert described in (a)(2)(B).

A witness who is not required to provide a report under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) may both testify as a fact witness and also provide
expert testimony under Evidence Rule 702, 703, or 705. Frequent examples include physicians or other health care professionals
and employees of a party who do not regularly provide expert testimony. Parties must identify such witnesses under Rule 26(a)
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(2)(A) and provide the disclosure required under Rule 26(a)(2)(C). The (a)(2)(C) disclosure obligation does not include facts
unrelated to the expert opinions the witness will present.

Subdivision (a)(2)(D). This provision (formerly Rule 26(a)(2)(C)) is amended slightly to specify that the time limits for
disclosure of contradictory or rebuttal evidence apply with regard to disclosures under new Rule 26(a)(2)(C), just as they do
with regard to reports under Rule 26(a)(2)(B).

Subdivision (b)(4). Rule 26(b)(4)(B) is added to provide work-product protection under Rule 26(b)(3)(A) and (B) for drafts
of expert reports or disclosures. This protection applies to all witnesses identified under Rule 26(a)(2)(A), whether they are
required to provide reports under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) or are the subject of disclosure under Rule 26(a)(2)(C). It applies regardless of
the form in which the draft is recorded, whether written, electronic, or otherwise. It also applies to drafts of any supplementation
under Rule 26(e); see Rule 26(a)(2)(E).

Rule 26(b)(4)(C) is added to provide work-product protection for attorney-expert communications regardless of the form
of the communications, whether oral, written, electronic, or otherwise. The addition of Rule 26(b)(4)(C) is designed to
protect counsel's work product and ensure that lawyers may interact with retained experts without fear of exposing those
communications to searching discovery. The protection is limited to communications between an expert witness required to
provide a report under Rule 26(a)(2)(B) and the attorney for the party on whose behalf the witness will be testifying, including
any “preliminary” expert opinions. Protected “communications” include those between the party's attorney and assistants of
the expert witness. The rule does not itself protect communications between counsel and other expert witnesses, such as those
for whom disclosure is required under Rule 26(a)(2)(C). The rule does not exclude protection under other doctrines, such as
privilege or independent development of the work-product doctrine.

The most frequent method for discovering the work of expert witnesses is by deposition, but Rules 26(b)(4)(B) and (C) apply
to all forms of discovery.

Rules 26(b)(4)(B) and (C) do not impede discovery about the opinions to be offered by the expert or the development,
foundation, or basis of those opinions. For example, the expert's testing of material involved in litigation, and notes of any such
testing, would not be exempted from discovery by this rule. Similarly, inquiry about communications the expert had with anyone
other than the party's counsel about the opinions expressed is unaffected by the rule. Counsel are also free to question expert
witnesses about alternative analyses, testing methods, or approaches to the issues on which they are testifying, whether or not
the expert considered them in forming the opinions expressed. These discovery changes therefore do not affect the gatekeeping
functions called for by Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals, Inc., 509 U.S. 579 (1993), and related cases.

The protection for communications between the retained expert and “the party's attorney” should be applied in a realistic manner,
and often would not be limited to communications with a single lawyer or a single law firm. For example, a party may be
involved in a number of suits about a given product or service, and may retain a particular expert witness to testify on that
party's behalf in several of the cases. In such a situation, the protection applies to communications between the expert witness
and the attorneys representing the party in any of those cases. Similarly, communications with in-house counsel for the party
would often be regarded as protected even if the in-house attorney is not counsel of record in the action. Other situations may
also justify a pragmatic application of the “party's attorney” concept.

Although attorney-expert communications are generally protected by Rule 26(b)(4)(C), the protection does not apply to the
extent the lawyer and the expert communicate about matters that fall within three exceptions. But the discovery authorized
by the exceptions does not extend beyond those specific topics. Lawyer-expert communications may cover many topics and,
even when the excepted topics are included among those involved in a given communication, the protection applies to all other
aspects of the communication beyond the excepted topics.
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First, under Rule 26(b)(4)(C)(i) attorney-expert communications regarding compensation for the expert's study or testimony
may be the subject of discovery. In some cases, this discovery may go beyond the disclosure requirement in Rule 26(a)(2)(B)
(vi). It is not limited to compensation for work forming the opinions to be expressed, but extends to all compensation for the
study and testimony provided in relation to the action. Any communications about additional benefits to the expert, such as
further work in the event of a successful result in the present case, would be included. This exception includes compensation
for work done by a person or organization associated with the expert. The objective is to permit full inquiry into such potential
sources of bias.

Second, under Rule 26(b)(4)(C)(ii) discovery is permitted to identify facts or data the party's attorney provided to the expert and
that the expert considered in forming the opinions to be expressed. The exception applies only to communications “identifying”
the facts or data provided by counsel; further communications about the potential relevance of the facts or data are protected.

Third, under Rule 26(b)(4)(C)(iii) discovery regarding attorney-expert communications is permitted to identify any assumptions
that counsel provided to the expert and that the expert relied upon in forming the opinions to be expressed. For example, the
party's attorney may tell the expert to assume the truth of certain testimony or evidence, or the correctness of another expert's
conclusions. This exception is limited to those assumptions that the expert actually did rely on in forming the opinions to be
expressed. More general attorney-expert discussions about hypotheticals, or exploring possibilities based on hypothetical facts,
are outside this exception.

Under the amended rule, discovery regarding attorney-expert communications on subjects outside the three exceptions in Rule
26(b)(4)(C), or regarding draft expert reports or disclosures, is permitted only in limited circumstances and by court order. A
party seeking such discovery must make the showing specified in Rule 26(b)(3)(A)(ii)--that the party has a substantial need
for the discovery and cannot obtain the substantial equivalent without undue hardship. It will be rare for a party to be able to
make such a showing given the broad disclosure and discovery otherwise allowed regarding the expert's testimony. A party's
failure to provide required disclosure or discovery does not show the need and hardship required by Rule 26(b)(3)(A); remedies
are provided by Rule 37.

In the rare case in which a party does make this showing, the court must protect against disclosure of the attorney's mental
impressions, conclusions, opinions, or legal theories under Rule 26(b)(3)(B). But this protection does not extend to the expert's
own development of the opinions to be presented; those are subject to probing in deposition or at trial.

Former Rules 26(b)(4)(B) and (C) have been renumbered (D) and (E), and a slight revision has been made in (E) to take account
of the renumbering of former (B).

2015 Amendment

Rule 26(b)(1) is changed in several ways.

Information is discoverable under revised Rule 26(b)(1) if it is relevant to any party's claim or defense and is proportional to
the needs of the case. The considerations that bear on proportionality are moved from present Rule 26(b)(2)(C)(iii), slightly
rearranged and with one addition.

Most of what now appears in Rule 26(b)(2)(C)(iii) was first adopted in 1983. The 1983 provision was explicitly adopted as part
of the scope of discovery defined by Rule 26(b)(1). Rule 26(b)(1) directed the court to limit the frequency or extent of use of
discovery if it determined that “the discovery is unduly burdensome or expensive, taking into account the needs of the case, the
amount in controversy, limitations on the parties' resources, and the importance of the issues at stake in the litigation.” At the
same time, Rule 26(g) was added. Rule 26(g) provided that signing a discovery request, response, or objection certified that
the request, response, or objection was “not unreasonable or unduly burdensome or expensive, given the needs of the case, the


