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The Cheatwood Inn Handbook 
This handbook will introduce the American Inns of Court and the J. Clifford Cheatwood 

American Inn of Court.  Its purpose is to acquaint the reader with the history of the 

American Inns of Court movement in the United States and in Florida, overall, and with the 

operation of the Cheatwood Inn of Court, in particular. 
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J. CLIFFORD CHEATWOOD INN OF COURT 
Program Schedule 2015 - 2016 

 
September 8 

Hon. Caryl Delano Pupillage  
Wine Tasting Social – Mise en Place 

 
October 13 

Hon. Jack Espinosa Pupillage 
Quality of Life and Ethics 

 
November 10 

Hon. Patricia Kelly Pupillage 
The Art of Simplicity 

 
December 8 

Hon. Emily Peacock and Hon. Michelle Sisco 
Joint Inn Holiday Party – The University Club 

 
January 12 

Hon. Mary Scriven Pupillage 
Technology or “The Way We Were” 

 
February 9 

Hon. Charlene Honeywell Pupillage 
To Thine Own Self Be (Ethically) True 

 
March 8 

Hon. Michael Williamson Pupillage 
Collaborative Law and Related Ethical Issues 

 
April 12 

Hon. Virginia Covington Pupillage  
Civil  Rights and the Law; Related Ethical Issues for Lawyers 

 
May 12 

Hon. Julie Sneed and Hon. Laura Ward Pupillage 
Fourth Annual Joint Inn of Court “Justice Games” – Floridan Palace Hotel 
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CHEATWOOD INN 2015-2016 PUPILLAGE ASSIGNMENTS 
Hon. Caryl Delano Pupillage - September 

Bob Warchola  

Les Joughin  

Larry Rayburn  

Lee Harang (B3)  

Anne-Leigh Moe (B2)  

Isaac Ruiz-Carus (B2)  

Lauren Rehm (A2)  

 

Hon. Charlene Honeywell Pupillage - Feb 

Mark Buell 

Laura Howard  

Jaime Austrich  

Beth Coleman (B2)  

Christine Marlewski (B1)  

Victoria Oguntoye (A2)  

Adam Labonte (A1)  

Lauren Stricker (A1)  

 

Hon. Jack Espinosa Pupillage – October 

Tom Elligett  

Tim Sullivan  

Stuart Markman 

William McFetridge (B3)  

Matthew Meyer (B2)  

Debra Dandar (B1)  

David Karp (B1)  

Alex Hu (A1)  

 

Hon. Michael Williamson Pupillage – Mar 

Guilene Theodore  

Joryn Jenkins  

Joe Varner  

Terri Parker (B3)  

Irene Bassel Frick (B2)  

Edward Kuchinski (B1)   

Kayla Scarpone (A1)  

 

 

Hon. Patricia Kelly Pupillage - November 

Celene Humphries  

Margaret Mathews  

Stefan Stein  

Carrie Gray (B3)  

Sarah Glaser (B2 )  

Rachael Greenstein (B2)  

Scott Terry(A1)  

Andy Peluso (A1)  

 

Hon. Virginia Covington Pupillage – April 

Bruce Cury  

Kelley Howard-Allen  

Charlie Ketchey  

Chris Coutroulis  

Suzy Tate (B2)  

Brent Bigger (B1 

Adam Maingot (A2)  

David Hughes (A2)  

Hon. Emily Peacock/ 

Hon. Michelle Sisco Pupillage - December 

Bill Kalish  

Cheryl Lister  

John Holcomb  

Dominic Kouffman (B1)  

Eric Nowak (B3)  

Mariko Shitama Outman (A2)  

Jared Wrage (A1) 

  

Hon. Julie Sneed/Hon. Laura Ward - May 

Mike Colgan  

Richard Martin  

Tom Palermo  

Jacqueline Simms-Petredris (B2)  

Kristen Chittenden (B1)  

Alicia Gordon (A1)  

Matthew Hall (A2)  

 

Hon. Mary Scriven Pupillage - January 

Tripp Barlow  

Jennie Tarr  

Vivian Arenas-Battles  

Jeffrey Rich (B3)  

Andy Mayts (B1)  

Steve Bagge (A2)  

Dara Cooley (A2)  

Kelly Gay (A1)  

Emeritus:  Hon. Chris Altenbernd, Hon. James 

Barton, Hon. Susan Bucklew, Mike Foster, Ed 

Gerecke, Leonard Gilbert, Richard Gilbert, Daniel 

Hernandez, Hon. Elizabeth Jenkins, Hon. William 

Levens, Miriam Mason, Hon. Manuel Menendez, 

Catherine Novack, Ed Savitz, Hon. Bernard Silver, 

Wayne Thomas, Hon. Christine Vogel, Ed Waller, 

Hon. James Whittemore, Gwynne Young, Pete 

Zinober 
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J. CLIFFORD CHEATWOOD INN 

2015-2016 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 
 

President    Hon. Caryl Delano 

 

President-Elect   Stuart Markman 

 

Secretary    Tripp Barlow 

 

Treasurer    Mike Colgan 

 

Assistant Treasurer  Debra Jones 

 

Counselor    John Holcomb 

 

Executive Director  Hon. Laura Ward 

 

CLE Chair    Kelley Howard-Allen 

 

Webmaster   Richard Martin 

 

Historian    Hon. Chris Altenbernd 



Tampa, FL

Inn: 30052 - J. Clifford Cheatwood AIC
Roster of Active Members Sorted by Member Name

Practice area: 

Environmental/Energy/Natural 

ResourcesVivian Arenas-Battles, Esq.

11/06/1992Joined:Master of the Bench18420

de la Parte & Gilbert PA

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 2000

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 229-2775

Fax: (813) 229-2712

Email: varenas@dgfirm.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Jaime Austrich, Esq.

07/01/2008Joined:Master of the Bench134452

Shumaker Loop & Kendrick LLP

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 2800

Tampa, FL 33602-5150

USA

Phone: (813) 229-7600

Fax: (813) 229-1660

Email: jaustrich@slk-law.com

Stephen J. Bagge, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169573

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt PA

4221 W Boy Scout Blvd Ste 1000

Tampa, FL 33607

USA

Phone: (813) 223-7000

Fax: 

Email: sbagge@cfjblaw.com

Mahlon H. Barlow, III, Esq.

07/01/2008Joined:Master of the Bench41069

Sivyer Barlow & Watson PA

401 E Jackson St Ste 2225

Tampa, FL 33602-5213

USA

Phone: (813) 221-4242

Fax: (813) 227-8598

Email: mbarlow@sbwlegal.com
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Practice area: Civil 

Litigation,Maritime,Presonal 

Injury,Tort/Insurance,Trial 

Advocacy

Brent R. Bigger, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister121400

Knopf Bigger

511 West Bay Street

Suite 450

Tampa, FL 33606

USA

Phone: (855) 710-1960

Fax: 

Email: brent@knopfbigger.com

Mark P. Buell, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10005

Buell & Elligett

3003 W Azeele St Ste 100

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 874-2600

Fax: (813) 874-1760

Email: buell@belawtampa.com

Kristen M. Chittenden, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister139682

Hendry Marine Industries, LLC

3624 S. Lightner Dr.

Tampa, FL 33629

USA

Phone: (813) 842-8417

Fax: 

Email: kchittenden@gulfmarinerepair.com

Practice area: Appellate,Appellate

Beth M. Coleman, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Barrister169582

Beth M Coleman PA

PO Box 7280

St. Petersburg, FL 33734

USA

Phone: (727) 526-1220

Fax: 

Email: beth@bmc-legal.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Michael B. Colgan, Esq.

11/06/1992Joined:Master of the Bench18425

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

100 South Ashley Dr Ste 1300

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 229-3333

Fax: (813) 229-5946

Email: mcolgan@babc.com
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Practice area: Civil 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Tort/Insurance,Civil 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Tort/In

Dara Cooley, Esq.

07/01/2011Joined:Associate152022

Wilkes & McHugh PA

1 N Dale Mabry Hwy Ste 800

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 873-0026

Fax: 

Email: dcooley@wilkesmchugh.com

Practice area: Antitrust,Antitrust

Chris Coutroulis, Esq.

07/01/2000Joined:Master of the Bench86927

Carlton Fields

4221 W Boy Scout Blvd Ste 1000

Tampa, FL 33607

USA

Phone: (813) 223-7000

Fax: (813) 229-4133

Email: ccoutroulis@cfjblaw.com

Hon. Virginia M. Covington

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench25711

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave 14th Fl

Tampa, FL 33602-3800

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5340

Fax: (813) 301-5630

Email: virginia_covington@flmd.uscourts.gov

Practice area: Real 

Property/Probate/Trust
Bruce P. Cury, Esq.

07/01/1998Joined:Master of the Bench74556

Attorney at Law

1301 Bayshore Blvd

Tampa, FL 33606

USA

Phone: (813) 258-2610

Fax: (813) 258-2610

Email: bcury@tampabay.rr.com

Practice area: Elder Law,Estate 

Planning/Trusts,Probate,Real 

Property/TrustDebra L. Dandar, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister171834

Tampa Bay Elder Law Center

3705 W Swann Ave

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 282-3390

Fax: (813) 902-3829

Email: debra@tbelc.com
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Practice area: 

Bankruptcy,Commercial Litigation
Hon. Caryl E. Delano

07/01/2007Joined:Master of the Bench127191

US Bankruptcy Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Ste 932

Tampa, FL 33602-3849

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5190

Fax: (813) 301-5111

Email: cdelano@flmb.uscourts.gov

Practice area: Appellate

Raymond T. Elligett, Esq.

11/09/1991Joined:Master of the Bench15176

Buell & Elligett

3003 W Azeele St Ste 100

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 874-2600

Fax: (813) 874-1760

Email: elligett@belawtampa.com

Hon. Jack E. Espinosa, Jr.

07/01/2013Joined:Master of the Bench72097

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit

800 E Twiggs St Rm 416

Hillsborough County Courthouse

Tampa, FL 33602-3554

USA

Phone: (813) 272-5610

Fax: (813) 276-8707

Email: espinosj@fljud13.org

Practice area: Litigation

Irene Bassel Frick, Esq.

07/01/2002Joined:Barrister87939

Akerman LLP

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

Phone: (813) 223-7333

Fax: 

Email: irene.bassel@akerman.com

Kelly M. Gay

07/01/2015Joined:Associate164026

Chambers of Hon. Elizabeth A. Jenkins

801 N. Florida Ave.

Ste. 11A

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5774

Fax: 

Email: tri4jessi@gmail.com
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Sarah M. Glaser, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Barrister169583

Shumaker Loop & Kendrick

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 2800

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 676-7204

Fax: 

Email: sglaser@slk-law.com

Alicia Gordon

09/01/2015Joined:Associate177296

501 E. Kennedy Boulevard

Suite 1100

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 272-0407

Fax: 

Email: alicia.gordon@myfloridalegal.com

Practice area: 

Probate,Probate,Probate,Probate,P

robate,Probate,Tort/Insurance,Prob

ate,Tort/Insurance,Civil Litigati

Carrie Gray, Esq.

07/01/2010Joined:Barrister145082

The Law Office of Amy Boggs P.A.

4554 Central Avenue

Suite L

Saint Petersburg, FL 33711

USA

Phone: (727) 954-8833

Fax: 

Email: cgray@amyboggslaw.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation,Real 

Property/Trust,Civil Litigation,Real 

Property/Trust,Civil Litigation,Real 

Prop

Rachael L. Greenstein, Esq.

07/01/2007Joined:Barrister129365

Foley & Lardner LLP

100 N Tampa St Ste 2700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 225-4140

Fax: 

Email: RGreenstein@foley.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation,Commercial Litigation
Matthew F. Hall, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169575

Hill Ward & Henderson PA

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 3700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 227-8479

Fax: 

Email: Matthew.Hall@hwhlaw.com
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Lee J. Harang, Esq.

07/01/2013Joined:Barrister163585

Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr and Smith

620 E Twiggs St Ste 303

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 977-1200

Fax: 

Email: Lharang@gallowayjohnson.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation

John L. Holcomb, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10008

Hill Ward & Henderson PA

PO Box 2231

Tampa, FL 33601-2231

USA

Phone: (813) 221-3900

Fax: (813) 221-2900

Email: jholcomb@hwhlaw.com

Hon. Charlene Edwards Honeywell

07/01/2000Joined:Master of the Bench48976

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 North Florida Ave

Chambers 13A

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5060

Fax: 

Email: charlene_honeywell@flmd.uscourts.gov

Laura H. Howard, Esq.

07/01/2011Joined:Master of the Bench152025

Addison & Howard PA

400 N Tampa St Ste 1100

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 966-0833

Fax: 

Email: howard@mcalaw.net

Practice area: Criminal Litigation

Kelley C. Howard-Allen, Esq.

07/01/1998Joined:Master of the Bench74548

US Attorneys Office

400 N Tampa St Ste 3200

Tampa, FL 33602-4798

USA

Phone: (813) 274-6133

Fax: (813) 274-6103

Email: kelleychoward@gmail.com
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Alexander Hu, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175121

Chambers of Hon. Charlene Edwards Honeywell

801 N. Florida Ave.

Ste. 13A

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5064

Fax: 

Email: alexander_hu@flmd.uscourts.gov

David W. Hughes, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate159151

Hill Ward & Henderson PA

101 E Kennedy Blvd

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 523-7172

Fax: 

Email: dhughes@hwhlaw.com

Practice area: Appellate

Celene H. Humphries, Esq.

07/01/2005Joined:Master of the Bench117457

Brannock & Humphries

100 S Ashley Dr Ste 1130

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 223-4300

Fax: (813) 262-0604

Email: chumphries@bhappeals.com

Joryn Jenkins, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10010

Joryn Jenkins & Associates

3839 W Kennedy Blvd

Tampa, FL 33609-2719

USA

Phone: (813) 870-3839 x123

Fax: (813) 877-3839

Email: joryn@jorynjenkinslaw.com

Practice area: Civil 

Litigation,Commercial Litigation
Leslie Joughin, III, Esq.

07/01/2007Joined:Master of the Bench129366

Akerman Senterfitt

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 223-7333

Fax: (813) 223-2837

Email: les.joughin@akerman.com
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Practice area: Corporate,Real 

Property/Probate/Trust,Taxation
William Kalish, Esq.

11/09/1991Joined:Master of the Bench15177

Akerman Senterfitt

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602-5250

USA

Phone: (813) 223-7333

Fax: (813) 218-5422

Email: william.kalish@akerman.com

David A. Karp, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister139338

Akerman LLP

401 E. Jackson St.

Suite 1700

Tampa, FL 33602-5250

USA

Phone: (813) 209-5032

Fax: 

Email: david.karp@akerman.com

Practice area: 

Appellate,Appellate,Appellate
Hon. Patricia Kelly

07/01/2000Joined:Master of the Bench86885

Second District Court of Appeal

1700 N Tampa St Ste 300

Tampa, FL 33602-2653

USA

Phone: (813) 272-3430

Fax: (813) 229-6534

Email: kellyp@flcourts.org

Charles F. Ketchey, Jr., Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10011

Trenam Kemker

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 2700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 227-7440

Fax: (813) 227-0440

Email: cketchey@trenam.com

Practice area: Civil 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Construction,Elder Law

Dominic Kouffman, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister158121

Holland & Knight LLP

100 N Tampa St Ste 4100

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 227-6553

Fax: 

Email: dominic.kouffman@hklaw.com
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Edward J. Kuchinski, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister57703

Sivyer Barlow & Watson, P.A.

401 E. Jackson St.

Ste. 2225

Tampa, FL 33602

Phone: (813) 221-4242

Fax: 

Email: ekuchinski@sbwlegal.com

Adam Labonte

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175122

Chambers of Hon. Elizabeth A. Jenkins

P.O. Box 173411

Tampa, FL 33672

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5774

Fax: 

Email: adamlabonte@gmail.com

Practice area: 

Construction,Construction,Construc

tion,Construction,ConstructionCheryl J. Lister, Esq.

07/01/2010Joined:Master of the Bench112685

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

100 S Ashley Dr Ste 1300

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 229-3333

Fax: 

Email: clister@babc.com

Adam Maingot, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169576

Akerman LLP

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 924-4309

Fax: 

Email: adam.maingot@akerman.com

Practice area: Appellate

Stuart C. Markman, Esq.

07/01/2001Joined:Master of the Bench48979

Kynes Markman & Felman PA

PO Box 3396

Tampa, FL 33601-3396

USA

Phone: (813) 229-1118

Fax: (813) 221-6750

Email: smarkman@kmf-law.com
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Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation,Intellectual 

Property,Commercial 

Litigation,Intellectual Property,Civil 

Litiga

Christine A. Marlewski, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister175118

Gray Robinson

401 E. Jackson St.

Suite 2700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 273-5000

Fax: 

Email: christine.marlewski@gray-robinson.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation,Intellectual Property
Richard H. Martin, Esq.

07/01/2007Joined:Master of the Bench129369

Akerman Senterfitt

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 223-7333

Fax: (813) 223-2837

Email: richard.martin@akerman.com

Practice area: Alternative Dispute 

Resolution,Civil 

Litigation,Maritime,Public UtilityMargaret D. Mathews, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench23947

Akerman Senterfitt

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 209-5031

Fax: (813) 223-2837

Email: margaret.mathews@akerman.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation,Construction,Litigation,Co

mmercial 

Litigation,Construction,Litigation,Co

nstruc

Andrew J. Mayts, Jr., Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister175119

Gray Robinson

401 E. Jackson St.

Ste. 2700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 273-5000

Fax: (813) 273-5145

Email: andy.mayts@gray-robinson.com

William F. McFetridge, Esq.

07/01/2013Joined:Barrister163586

GrayRobinson PA

401 E Jackson St Ste 2700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 273-5018

Fax: 

Email: william.mcfetridge@gray-robinson.com
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Matthew J. Meyer, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Barrister169584

Ansa Assuncao LLP

100 S Ashley Dr Ste 1740

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 221-5206

Fax: 

Email: matthew.meyer@ansalaw.com

Anne-Leigh Moe, Esq.

07/01/2007Joined:Barrister129382

Bush Ross

PO Box 3913

Tampa, FL 33601

USA

Phone: (813) 224-9255

Fax: (813) 223-9620

Email: amoe@bushross.com

Eric D. Nowak, Esq.

07/01/2010Joined:Barrister145095

de la Parte & Gilbert

101 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 2000

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 229-2775

Fax: 

Email: enowak@dgfirm.com

Practice area: Civil 

Litigation,Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Litigation

Victoria Forson Oguntoye, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169574

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC | Fowler White Boggs

501 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 222-1118

Fax: 

Email: victoria.oguntoye@bipc.com

Mariko K. Outman, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169581

Second District Court of Appeal

1700 N Tampa St Ste 300

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 272-8602

Fax: 

Email: shitamam@flcourts.org
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Thomas N. Palermo, Esq.

07/01/2012Joined:Master of the Bench102533

US Attorneys Office

400 N Tampa St Ste 3200

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 274-6142

Fax: (813) 274-6103

Email: thomas.palermo@usdoj.gov

Terri L. Parker, Esq.

07/01/2006Joined:Barrister122641

Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP

100 N Tampa St Ste 2900

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 202-7100

Fax: (813) 221-8837

Email: tparker@shb.com

Hon. Emily A. Peacock

07/01/2008Joined:Master of the Bench62683

Hillsborough County Court

800 E Twiggs St Rm 320B

Tampa, FL 33602-3549

USA

Phone: (813) 307-4750

Fax: 

Email: peacocea@fljud13.org

Andrew E. Peluso, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175123

801 North Florida Ave

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5400

Fax: 

Email: peluso117@gmail.com

Practice area: Corporate

D. Lawrence Rayburn, Esq.

07/01/2006Joined:Master of the Bench28393

Saint-Gobain Corporation

4300 W Cypress St Ste 500

Tampa, FL 33607-4157

USA

Phone: (813) 286-3935

Fax: (813) 286-3931

Email: larry.rayburn@saint-gobain.com
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Lauren Rehm, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Associate169580

Middle District of Florida

601 Channelside Walk Way Apt 1444

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (727) 422-7346

Fax: 

Email: laurenrehm88@gmail.com

Practice area: Criminal 

Litigation,Criminal Litigation
Jeffrey M. Rich, Esq.

07/01/2013Joined:Barrister163587

The Law Office of Jeffrey M Rich

502 N Armenia Ave

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 251-3330

Fax: 813-871-1500

Email: jeff@therichlawfirm.com

Isaac R. Ruiz-Carus, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Barrister169585

Wilkes & McHugh PA

1 N Dale Mabry Hwy Ste 800

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 873-0026

Fax: 

Email: iruiz-carus@wilkesmchugh.com

Kayla M. Scarpone, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175124

Chambers of Hon. Mary S. Scriven

801 N. Florida Ave.

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5712

Fax: 

Email: kayla_scarpone@flmd.uscourts.gov

Hon. Mary S. Scriven

07/01/1996Joined:Master of the Bench60187

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Ste 758

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5710

Fax: 

Email: chambers_flmd_scriven@flmd.uscourts.gov
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Jacqueline A. Simms-Petredis, Esq.

07/01/2014Joined:Barrister114509

Burr & Forman LLP

201 N Franklin St Ste 3200

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 892-9947

Fax: 

Email: jsimms-petredis@burr.com

Hon. Michelle Sisco

07/01/2011Joined:Master of the Bench94060

Hillsborough County Court

401 N Jefferson St Rm 102

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 307-4751

Fax: (813) 301-3784

Email: siscodm@fljud13.org

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Commercial L

Hon. Julie S. Sneed

07/01/1996Joined:Master of the Bench60191

United States District Court

801 N. Florida Ave.

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5260

Fax: 

Email: julie_sneed@flmd.uscourts.gov

Practice area: Intellectual Property

Stefan V. Stein, Esq.

07/01/2002Joined:Master of the Bench102148

Gray Robinson PA

PO Box 3324

Tampa, FL 33601-3324

USA

Phone: (813) 273-5078

Fax: (813) 273-5145

Email: stefan.stein@gray-robinson.com

Practice area: Bankruptcy,Civil 

Litigation,Criminal 

Litigation,Litigation,White 

Collar,Bankruptcy,Civil Litigation,

Lauren L. Stricker, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175125

Shutts & Bowen, LLP

4301 W. Boy Scout Blvd.

Ste. 300

Tampa, FL 33607

USA

Phone: (813) 227-8154

Fax: (813) 227-8254

Email: lstricker@shutts.com
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Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Timon V. Sullivan, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10014

Ogden Sullivan & O'Connor PA

113 S Armenia Ave

Tampa, FL 33609

USA

Phone: (813) 223-5111

Fax: (813) 229-2336

Email: tsullivan@ogdensullivan.com

Jennie Granahan Tarr, Esq.

07/01/2000Joined:Master of the Bench86930

Office of the County Attorney

PO Box 1110

Tampa, FL 33601-1110

USA

Phone: (813) 272-5670

Fax: (813) 272-5758

Email: TARRJ@hillsboroughcounty.org

Practice area: 

Bankruptcy,Bankruptcy
Suzy Tate, Esq.

07/01/2008Joined:Barrister134456

Suzy Tate PA

14502 N Dale Mabry Hwy Ste 200

Tampa, FL 33618

USA

Phone: (813) 264-1685

Fax: (813) 229-1707

Email: suzy@suzytate.com

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Scott L. Terry

07/01/2015Joined:Associate175126

Phelps Dunbar LLP

100 S. Ashley Dr.

Ste. 1900

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 472-7753

Fax: 

Email: scott.terry@phelps.com

Guilene F. Theodore, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Barrister40547

13014 N. Dale Mabry Hwy.

Ste. 526

Tampa, FL 33618

Phone: (813) 843-4336

Fax: 

Email: guilene.theodore@verizon.net
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Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Joseph H. Varner, III, Esq.

07/01/1993Joined:Master of the Bench42236

Holland & Knight

100 N Tampa St Ste 4100

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 227-6703

Fax: (813) 229-0134

Email: joe.varner@hklaw.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Civil Litigation
Robert R. Warchola, Jr., Esq.

07/01/2003Joined:Master of the Bench106669

Shumaker Loop & Kendrick PA

PO Box 172609

Tampa, FL 33672

USA

Phone: (813) 229-7600

Fax: (813) 226-1660

Email: rwarchola@slk-law.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Civil Litigation,Civil 

Litigation,Civil Litigation,Civil 

Litigatio

Hon. Laura E. Ward

07/01/2005Joined:Master of the Bench117599

Hillsborough County Court

800 E Twiggs St Ste 320C

George Edgecomb Courthouse

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 272-7137

Fax: (813) 301-3810

Email: wardle@fljud13.org

Practice area: Bankruptcy

Hon. Michael G. Williamson

07/01/2002Joined:Master of the Bench103481

US Bankruptcy Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Ste 840

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5520

Fax: (813) 301-5527

Email: mwilliamson@flmb.uscourts.gov
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Jared M. Wrage, Esq.

07/01/2015Joined:Associate158300

Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A.

4905 W. Laurel St.

2nd Floor

Tampa, FL 33607

USA

Phone: (813) 244-8461

Fax: 

Email: jared.wrage@qpwblaw.com

 79 Total Members

 38 Masters of the Bench

 24 Barristers

 17 Associates

 0 Pupils

 0 Other/Unclassified

Billable Members

 79

 0

 0

Active Members

Emeritus Members

Honorary Members

 79
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Tampa, FL

Inn: 30052 - J. Clifford Cheatwood AIC
Roster of Active Members Sorted by Member Name

Hon. Chris W. Altenbernd

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10001

Second District Court of Appeal

1700 N Tampa St Ste 300

Tampa, FL 33602-2653

USA

Phone: (813) 272-3430

Fax: (813) 229-6534

Email: altenbec@flcourts.org

Hon. James M. Barton, II

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10003

Hillsborough County Courthouse

800 E Twiggs Street

Room 512

Tampa, FL 33602-3549

USA

Phone: (813) 272-6994

Fax: 

Email: bartonjm@fljud13.org

Hon. Susan C. Bucklew

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10004

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Ste 1050

Tampa, FL 33602-3849

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5858

Fax: (813) 301-5757

Email: susan_bucklew@flmd.uscourts.gov

Practice area: Alternative Dispute 

Resolution,Alternative Dispute 

Resolution,Alternative Dispute 

Resolution,Alterna

T. Michael Foster, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10006

Michael Foster

3308 Carrington St

Tampa, FL 33611-2730

USA

Phone: (813) 310-5877

Fax: (813) 839-7856

Email: tmichaelfoster@verizon.net
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Practice area: Civil Litigation

Edward W. Gerecke, Esq.

07/01/2002Joined:Master of the Bench102126

Carlton Fields

4221 W Boy Scout Blvd Ste 1000

Tampa, FL 33607

USA

Phone: (813) 229-4306

Fax: (813) 229-4133

Email: egerecke@carltonfields.com

Leonard H. Gilbert, Esq.

07/01/2004Joined:Master of the Bench111178

Holland & Knight LLP

PO Box 1288

Tampa, FL 33601-1288

USA

Phone: (813) 227-8500

Fax: (813) 229-0134

Email: leonard.gilbert@hklaw.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation

Richard A. Gilbert, Esq.

11/09/1991Joined:Master of the Bench15168

De La Parte & Gilbert PA

PO Box 2350

Tampa, FL 33602-2350

USA

Phone: (813) 229-2775

Fax: (813) 229-2712

Email: rgilbert@dgfirm.com

Daniel M. Hernandez, Esq.

07/01/1998Joined:Master of the Bench74557

Daniel M Hernandez PA

902 N Armenia Ave

Tampa, FL 33609-1707

USA

Phone: (813) 875-9694

Fax: (813) 876-4155

Email: dhernandezlaw@aol.com
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Hon. Elizabeth A. Jenkins

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10009

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Ste 1132

Tampa, FL 33602-3848

USA

Phone: (813) 301-5774

Fax: (813) 301-5780

Email: Elizabeth_Jenkins@flmd.uscourts.gov

Hon. William P. Levens

07/01/2004Joined:Master of the Bench89241

Hillsborough County Court

800 E Twiggs St Rm 520

Tampa, FL 33602-3556

USA

Phone: (813) 272-6033

Fax: (813) 301-3781

Email: levenswp@fljud13.org

Practice area: Family,Family

Miriam E. Mason, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10012

Mason Black & Caballero PA

307 S Magnolia Ave

Tampa, FL 33606-4018

USA

Phone: (813) 251-9200 x116

Fax: (813) 254-6841

Email: miriam@mbc-lawoffice.com

Hon. Manuel Menendez, Jr.

03/03/1992Joined:Master of the Bench16751

Thirteenth Judical Circuit Hillsborough County

800 E Twiggs St Rm 602

Tampa, FL 33602-3558

USA

Phone: (813) 272-5022

Fax: (813) 272-7224

Email: menendm@fljud13.org

Catherine G. Novack, Esq.

07/01/2003Joined:Master of the Bench106675

363 Blanca Avenue

Tampa, FL 33606

USA

Phone: (813) 254-6034

Fax: 

Email: cnovack76@verizon.net
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Edward O. Savitz, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10013

Bush Ross

1801 N Highland Ave

Tampa, FL 33602-2656

USA

Phone: (813) 224-9255

Fax: (813) 223-9620

Email: esavitz@bushross.com

Hon. Bernard C. Silver

07/01/2002Joined:Master of the Bench102128

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit Hillsborough County - Retired

14602 Village Glen Cir.

Tampa, FL 33618

USA

Phone: (813) 205-4732

Fax: 

Email: berniesilver@gmail.com

Practice area: Civil Litigation

Wayne Lee Thomas, Esq.

07/01/1994Joined:Master of the Bench48991

Akerman Senterfitt

401 E Jackson St Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 209-5060

Fax: (813) 223-2837

Email: wayne.thomas@akerman.com

Hon. Christine Vogel

07/01/2001Joined:Master of the Bench48993

Hillsborough County Courthouse

302 N. Michigan Avenue

Plant City, FL 33563

Phone: (813) 757-3846

Fax: (813) 757-3721

Email: vogelck@fljud13.org

Practice area: Alternative Dispute 

Resolution,Civil 

Litigation,Commercial 

Litigation,Alternative Dispute 

Resolution

Edward M. Waller, Jr., Esq.

11/21/1990Joined:Master of the Bench12770

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney/Fowler White Boggs

501 E Kennedy Blvd Ste 1700

Tampa, FL 33602

USA

Phone: (813) 222-1137

Fax: (813) 229-8313

Email: edward.waller@bipc.com
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Hon. James D. Whittemore

11/21/1990Joined:Master of the Bench12766

US District Court Middle District of Florida

801 N Florida Ave Suite 13B

Sam M Gibbons US Courthouse

Tampa, FL 33602-3848

Phone: (813) 301-5880

Fax: (813) 301-5610

Email: james_whittemore@flmd.uscourts.gov

Practice area: Commercial 

Litigation
Gwynne A. Young, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10015

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt PA

4221 W Boy Scout Blvd Ste 1000

Tampa, FL 33607-5780

USA

Phone: (813) 229-4333

Fax: (813) 229-4133

Email: gyoung@cfjblaw.com

Peter Zinober, Esq.

09/18/1989Joined:Master of the Bench10016

Greenberg Traurig

Courthouse Plaza, Suite 100

625 East Twiggs Street

Tampa, FL 33602-3925

Phone: (813) 318-5700

Fax: (813) 318-5900

Email: zinoberp@gtlaw.com

 21 Total Members

 21 Masters of the Bench

 0 Barristers

 0 Associates

 0 Pupils

 0 Other/Unclassified

Billable Members

 0

 21

 0

Active Members

Emeritus Members

Honorary Members

 0
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AMERICAN INNS OF COURT 

 
The American Inns of Court are the fastest growing legal movement in the country. Today, 

there are over 300 American Inns of Court across the United States. Over 23,000 judges, 

lawyers, law professors, and law students are currently members of American Inns of Court; 

Inn of Court members include 40 percent of all federal judges and more than 1,500 state court 

judges. 

  

The American Inns of Court are patterned after the English Inns of Court, which began in 

1292, when King Edward I directed his chief justice to satisfy a growing need for skilled 

advocates at the Royal Court at Westminster. The English Inns of Court grew in number and 

importance during the Middle Ages. They emphasized the value of learning the craft of 

lawyering from those individuals already established in the profession. Their collegial 

environment fostered common goals and nurtured professional ideals and ethics. 

 

In 1977, Chief Justice Warren E. Burger and other American lawyers and judges spent two 

weeks in England as part of the Anglo-American Exchange. They were particularly 

impressed by the collegial approach of the English Inns of Court and by the way the Inns 

passed on to new lawyers the standards of decorum, civility, ethics and professionalism 

necessary for a properly functioning bar. Following his return, Chief Justice Burger 

authorized a pilot program that could be adapted to the realities of law practice in the 

United States. 

 

Chief Justice Burger, former Solicitor General Rex Lee, and Senior United States District 

Judge A. Sherman Christensen founded the American Inns of Court in 1980. The Inn was 

affiliated with the J. Reuben Clark School of Law at Brigham Young University in Provo, 

Utah. The number of American Inns increased slowly at first, but the growth of the 

movement began to accelerate in 1985 with the establishment of the American Inns of Court 

Foundation. 

 

American Inns of Court are designed to improve the skills, the professionalism and the legal 

ethics with which the bench and the bar perform their functions. They help lawyers become 

more effective advocates, with keener ethical awareness, by providing them the opportunity 

to learn side-by-side with the most experienced judges and lawyers in their communities. The 

objectives of each Inn are as follows: 

 

 1. To establish a society of judges, lawyers, legal educators, law students, and 

others to promote excellence in legal advocacy in accordance with the Professional Creed of 

the American Inns of Court; 

 

 2. To foster greater understanding of and appreciation for the adversary system 

of dispute resolution in American law, with particular emphasis on ethics, civility, 

professionalism, and legal skills; 
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 3. To provide significant education experience that will improve and enhance the 

abilities of lawyers as counselors and as advocates, and of judges as adjudicators and as 

judicial administrators; 

 

 4. To promote interaction and collegiality among all legal professionals in order 

to minimize misapprehensions, misconceptions, and failures of communication that obstruct 

the effective practice of law; 

 

 5. To facilitate the development of law students, recent law school graduates, and 

less experienced lawyers as skilled participants in the American court system; 

 

 6. To preserve and transmit ethical values from one generation of legal 

professionals to the next; and 

 

 7. To build upon the genius and strengths of the common law and the English 

Inns of Court to renew and inspire by joy and zest in legal advocacy as a service worthy of 

constant effort and learning. 

 

HISTORY OF THE J. CLIFFORD CHEATWOOD 

AMERICAN INN OF COURT 

 
In early 1988, Joryn Jenkins contacted Peter Grilli (both Tampa lawyers) to ask for an 

application for membership in the newly-organized Ferguson-White Inn. Peter informed 

Joryn that there were no vacancies in the Inn, but that he would be delighted to advise her 

with regard to organizing another. She also discussed the concept with one of her former law 

school professors, Sherman Cohn, the President of the American Inns of Court Foundation 

(and father of another of Tampa’s practitioners, Ron Cohn). 

 

Former Circuit Chief Judge J. Clifford Cheatwood agreed to head up the new Inn’s 

organizing committee, and then Circuit Judge Susan Bucklew volunteered to serve on it, as 

well. At the Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Inns of Court in Washington, D.C., Inn 

LII was awarded its charter by the American Inns of Court Foundation. Shortly thereafter, 

the Inn took the name of the illustrious Florida jurist Justice William Glenn Terrell, and in 

September 1988 the Inn held its first dinner meeting. 

 

Although American Inns of Court are permitted to have a specialized focus, and many these 

days do, the original focus of the Cheatwood Inn was on litigation, civil or criminal, federal 

or state, administrative or appellate, bankruptcy or family law; any issues implicated in 

litigation were fair game and this is still so. Of course, the issues involved in litigation these 

days include alternative dispute mechanisms and appropriate interaction with the media, the 

grievance process and the impact of computers in the courtroom. The definition is wide-

ranging. 
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In 2005, the Inn changed its name to the J. Clifford Cheatwood Inn, in honor of one of its 

founding members and former Circuit Chief Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit. 

 

 

JUDGE CLIFFORD CHEATWOOD 

 
Clifford Cheatwood was born in Rome, Georgia, and raised in Birmingham, Alabama. He 

served in the Merchant Marines and attended undergraduate school at the University of 

Alabama. He obtained his law degree from Stetson Law School in 1951. 

 

Following law school, Judge Cheatwood took a job in Pensacola as an insurance adjuster. He 

later became legal counsel for a steel fabricating company in Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

The Judge moved back to the Tampa area and began practicing law with the law firm of 

Kicklighter and Sidwell. Judge Cheatwood became a named partner with the firm. 

 

In 1977, Judge Cheatwood was appointed to the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit Court bench by 

Governor Reubin Askew. He served on the bench from 1977 until he retired in 1991. Judge 

Cheatwood served the judiciary well. In 1983 he was elected Chief Judge of the Thirteenth 

Judicial Circuit by his peers. He was selected as the outstanding circuit court judge in the 

state of Florida by the Young Lawyers Division of The Florida Bar. 

 

Among the most memorable cases he presided over, two stood out to Judge Cheatwood. In 

1982 as a financial scandal unfolded, Judge Cheatwood declared the Metropolitan Bank 

insolvent, a ruling that adversely affected some very prominent Tampa residents. Another 

case he remembered, this one because of its complexity, is State of Florida v. Anclote Manor 

Hospital. Claims and counterclaims abounded in this juryless proceeding, as did appeals and 

cross appeals after Judge Cheatwood’s decisions were entered. Judge Cheatwood proudly 

recalled that the Second District Court of Appeal (Case No. 89-00256) upheld all of his rulings 

in the case. 

 

Judge Cheatwood was a founding member of the William Glenn Terrell Inn of Court. He was 

elected as the first president of the organization. 

 

In 1991, Judge Cheatwood formally announced his retirement. He continued to preside over 

jury trials as a retired judge for a period of time following his retirement. Judge Cheatwood 

passed away in 2007. 
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHEATWOOD INN  
 

The Cheatwood Inn of Court generally has between 75 and 85 active members, divided into 

three classifications. Masters include lawyers and law professors with 20 or more years of 

experience and federal and state judges, magistrates, and general and special masters. 

Barristers include lawyers and law professors with from 5 to 20 years of experience. 

Associates are lawyers with fewer than 5 years of experience, as well as law students 

attending their final year of law school. 

 

Membership is open to all qualified persons, regardless of race, color, sex, age, religion, 

national origin, or handicap. Thus, the Cheatwood Inn reflects the rich diversity of the bench 

and bar in Florida and has included representatives of the plaintiffs’ bar, defense counsel, 

solo practitioners, government lawyers, corporate counsel, law professors, mediators, and 

federal and state trial and appellate judges, masters, and magistrates at one time or another. 

Efforts are made to ensure that no one law firm or type of practice is disproportionately 

represented. 

 

Masters are members of the Inn for indefinite terms. Barristers serve three-year terms; 

associates serve two-year terms; or, if in law school, members of the Inn during their final 

year of law school. Term limits apply only so long as the Inn member fulfills his/her 

obligation to participate. Barristers and associates are eligible for re-election to the Inn as 

long as there has been at least a one-year hiatus between their terms. Members are not 

permitted to change their membership classifications during their terms but may be placed in 

a different classification if they are re-elected to the Inn. 

 

Associates and barristers need not reapply after the first year of their terms; unless their 

attendance has been less than satisfactory, it is assumed that they will wish to remain 

members of the Inn. 

 

In addition to the active members, the Inn has offered emeritus memberships to masters who 

have completed their terms of membership in good standing. Emeritus members may 

participate in the Inn’s education and social programs without paying annual dues, but only 

paying for the cost of the individual programs attended. 

 

SELECTION OF MEMBERS 
 

In the spring of each year, nominations for new barristers and associates are solicited from 

the Inn’s active members and from state and federal judges. The executive director also 

places an advertisement in the Hillsborough County Bar Association magazine, The Lawyer, 

in order to solicit applications. The applications are provided to the masters of the Inn who 

identify persons who have demonstrated interest in developing their own professional skills 

and in improving the quality of justice in Tampa; the masters then submit their 

recommendations to the Inn’s membership committee. 
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The membership committee meets with the membership committees of the other Tampa 

Inns, and applicants are selected by the Inns in such a manner as to ensure diversity (in type 

of practice, in sex, in race, in firm affiliation, etc.) in the membership of each Inn. 

 

The Inn also requests Stetson University School of Law professors to recommend students 

who are commencing their final year of study for membership in the Inn. The professors 

recommend students who, by their academic performances and participation in 

extracurricular activities, have demonstrated active interest in the ethical and professional 

practice of law. 

 

INN GOVERNANCE 
 

Governance of the J. Clifford Cheatwood American Inn of Court is entrusted to the officers 

and the executive committee. The officers include:  the president, the president-elect, the 

counselor (past president), the secretary, and the treasurer. The executive committee consists 

of the officers and the executive director, who is appointed by the president. The president, 

and therefore the president-elect and the counselor, is often a judge, and is always a master. 

The other officers may be drawn from any membership category. 

 

The membership committee, of which the current president-elect (incoming president) is 

usually chair, nominates the Inn’s officers. Elections are held during the summer at the 

Annual Meeting of the Masters, while the Inn is on hiatus. The officers are elected by a 

majority of the masters; officers serve a one-year term and are eligible to serve successive 

terms. 

 

Officers for the upcoming year are so designated in the roster included in this handbook; Inn 

members are encouraged to contact any of the executive committee members if they have 

questions or comments concerning any aspect of the Inn. 

 

The Inn’s masters determine to whom to extend invitations to join the Inn, to associates, to 

barristers, and to prospective masters. The membership committee represents the interests of 

the masters at the meeting with the other Inns in Tampa Bay. The masters also determine 

any changes in Inn policy. 

 

The president-elect serves as the chair of the program committee. Other members volunteer 

as committee members. The committee assigns program topics to each pupillage group at the 

beginning of the year. Each pupillage is free to determine the manner of presentation. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

All active members are expected to attend and to participate in the Inn’s monthly meetings. 

Three unexcused absences during a program year will be deemed to be a resignation unless 

the executive committee waives the provision, for good cause. Persons who are unable to 

attend a particular meeting must inform the executive director prior to the meeting of the 

reason for their absence and are encouraged to send another non-member lawyer in their 

stead. Absences without advance notice or a replacement are unexcused. 

 

Up to five masters at any given time may take a leave of absence from active Inn 

participation. If a master’s request to the executive committee for leave is granted, then his 

or her return to active membership can only be effected if there is a master position open 

when he or she seeks to return. 
 

GUEST POLICY 
 

The Inn’s programs are primarily for the benefit of its members. However, members may 

invite guests from time to time. Members who wish to invite guests must inform the 

president and the secretary in advance of the meeting of their guests’ names. They must also 

agree to be responsible for the cost of the guests’ meals. Members may pay for their guests 

prior to or at the meeting in question. The cost for a guest is $30. 

 

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION CREDITS 
 

The Inn is a CLE provider. Members earn CLE credit, including ethics credit, by attending 

and participating in the Inn’s programs. 

 

The CLE chair is responsible for obtaining a CLE course number for each of the Inn’s 

programs. This information is provided to members, who are responsible for entering the 

CLE course number for credit with The Florida Bar. 
 

MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS 
 

Although each executive committee designs the Inn’s programs differently, the program year 

usually begins in September with a social gathering. Thereafter, the Inn, as a whole, meets an 

additional eight times a year on the second Tuesday of every month, except December, when 

the meeting is traditionally a joint meeting with other Tampa Inns. Meetings are held at the 

Chester H. Ferguson Law Center, unless otherwise noticed. Each meeting begins with a 

cocktail reception (cash bar) from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m. Dinner follows the reception, and then 

one of the Inn’s nine pupillage teams presents a 50- to 60-minute program dealing with the 

practical aspect of the practice of law. The program begins at 7:00 p.m. and concludes at 8:00 

p.m., although members are welcome to remain informally afterward. 
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The programs are the heart of the monthly meetings. They involve practical legal skills with 

the emphasis on ethics, civility, and professionalism in lawyering. They are generally 

comprised of a demonstration or presentation of principles, skills, techniques, and 

relationships involved in trial or appellate court proceedings or in activities preliminary to 

courtroom appearances, although there is no set format. The programs also incorporate 

opportunities for critique and discussion. 

 

Programs are prepared by the pupillage teams. It is not necessary for every member of the 

pupillage to have a speaking role in the program, although everyone in the pupillage usually 

has a contribution, a job to perform, whether it is research, or writing, or design, or 

demonstration, in order to ensure that the program is instructive and interesting. 

 

Assignments of programs are prepared by the program committee during the summer before 

the Inn year. Although the general topics have been assigned, the format has not. Panel 

discussions, demonstrations, game-show formats, skits, or small-group discussions are ways 

in which a program can be presented. Some of the most memorable programs have been 

those involving frank and spirited disagreements among Inn members. Humor is also an 

effective teaching tool. 
 

Another crucial aspect of the Inn’s focus is the individual pupillage meetings, organized by a 

designated member of the pupillage at the judge’s behest, that take place at lunch, at 

breakfast, or after work, both in preparation for that pupillage’s program, and simply to 

encourage and manifest the relationships that develop among the pupillage members. These 

meetings take place anywhere from once a month to three times per year. Some pupillages 

organize meetings with other pupillages, as well. Once a year, in June, the masters of the Inn 

convene for the Annual Meeting of the Masters, to discuss Inn governance and to hold 

elections. 

 

ORGANIZATION 

 
The Inn’s active members are divided into nine eight- or nine-person pupillage teams. The 

executive committee selects the teams and ensures that each team includes masters (one of 

whom is generally a judge and the team leader), barristers, and associates who would not 

otherwise encounter each other frequently in their daily work. Team assignments may be 

altered for good cause. 

 

Teams are encouraged to meet monthly, or more often, if necessary, to prepare their 

programs and to promote camaraderie among the pupillage members. Teams choose their 

own meeting places and times, usually selected and arranged by one of the barrister or 

associate members of the group, at the judge’s behest, but are expected to notify the 

president and executive director when their meetings are scheduled. 
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Each team is led by a pupillage leader, who is usually a judge. The team leader is responsible 

for convening the pupillage in its own meetings, for assuring that the members attend the 

Inn’s meetings and activities, and for promoting contacts among pupillage team members 

between Inn meetings. He or she also supervises the preparation of the pupillage team’s 

program and is responsible for all other team activities. 

 

In addition to presenting a program, the pupillage teams provide Inn members with an 

opportunity to become better acquainted with other lawyers practicing in Tampa. The teams 

are the principal component of the Inn’s mentoring activities. Their diverse membership is 

intended to build an inter-generational relationship that encourages frank and personal 

discussion of the matters of practice, ethics, civility, and all other aspects of the practice of 

law. The most experienced members of the team are encouraged to provide their barrister 

and associate colleagues with opportunities to observe them in court, in deposition, or in the 

office. 

 

ANNUAL DUES 

 
The annual dues for master, barrister, and associate members of the Inn range from $245 to 

$485, depending on the membership category and whether the member is in private practice 

or government employ. The funds provided by the dues defray the Inn’s operating expenses, 

including the cost of the members’ meals at the monthly Inn meetings, and the members’ 

dues to the American Inns of Court Foundation. 

 

BENEFITS FROM THE FOUNDATION 

 
J. Clifford Cheatwood Inn of Court members receive benefits from the American Inns of 

Court Foundation. They receive a subscription to The Bencher, the bi-monthly newsletter, 

and access to the members-only section of the American Inns of Court website. Members 

traveling to England may also obtain letters of introduction to any of the four English Inns. 

 

For further information about your membership in the American Inns of Court Foundation, 

please contact the foundation directly at: 

 

225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 770 

Alexandria, Virginia  22314 

703/684-3590 

Facsimile:  703/684-3607 

www.innsofcourt.org 

 

http://www.innsofcourt.org/
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you wish to be excused from an Inn meeting or if you desire other information concerning 

the Cheatwood Inn or the American Inns of Court Foundation, please contact: 

Honorable Laura Ward, Executive Director 

George E. Edgecomb Courthouse 

800 E. Twiggs Street 

Suite 320CC 

Tampa, Florida  33602 

(813) 272-7137

Facsimile:  (813) 301-3810 

wardle@fljud13.org  

mailto:wardle@fljud13.org


PROFESSIONAL CREED 

AMERJCANINNSOFCOURT 

'W.HEREAS, ttw- R.u.l(,ofLaw is ii.ss�ntial to -pr�scrving: 
and. prct-ru;tin.g �i-ights and. tibeTtiLS cf' .a ·fru. poopt�; and 
WHEREAS, thro"'£hou.t hiiftcry, t.a�er5 .an.d.jud,tu � 
haV<- pre5crved.., pro�"tul and. d.e-f'en.d..«l the 'R.u\..e or Law-' 
i11. ord<-r to en.sure ju.stice fer au.; and 
WHE'R.'£AS, preH.T"vat-ion and p,-omulgati.on of�� 
h�5't stand.ams of'<t-,:a\\..ena- in 'PT"Of°.z.siionalism, ethics, 
civility and.. �t 6R.itls ant us�ntlat. -b) ach.i�ing justle4\'., 
un.o..e,r th.¢, R.uw of Law; 
NOW THER'E-fO'Rl:, .as a m.�b�.,.. of'an.Ame.rican Inn. of 
Cou:rt, l h.eret,y .adopt: this vrof"uslonal crud. with a -pt�dge 
to�r ln principles and practices� 

l wi.ll tre.at th.¢ 1'1:'actic, of law .u; a t«.arned profusion al'\.CL,
will u!'h.otd t\\(.tifaru:lard.s of'ttutprof'es-sion wi'th. d.ign.i'ty. M 

ci.viU-cy and co1.1.rtesy. 
I wil1 v.al1Ae. my in'tegrity a!,ov, .all. • ..Nly wcrd. is my �. 
1 will dev«.op m.1, practi«. with di_gnity and wilt be mindful in., 
my comm.u..n1.cation.s with itu..J)U:blic flia.:twhat:is con.nitu.t:um­
a\(y -permi.s,iblunay nc'tbc.l'J"'O'tuslonally appropriatG. 
l will ii�� aif an offiu.T of'th.e c:°"rt-, cmc:ou..ragin..g.,..-ci.spect 
f"o.r th(. law in :a\1 '6,.a-t t d.o and. aYoid..\T\g ab"-f" er misuse. 
of' thc.1.aw, it'• 1'roc¢d.u.1"«.S, i.-te -p.artic:,pan:ts :an.a it:s w."<ll 

t""0ee66U. 

1 will re-pr,ei1£n t ttw int-¢.T'Ht-11 oF my cl.ic.nt wi. th. viS?"" and_;
wi\l suk.- the. most'ct':11:pecti'ti.o"' and. tea•� c:on:\y �'l"tu.m.s­
t:o -probl..em.s, T"C.SoNing disp1-1-t:'¢S th:rough ncgot;i.a"ticn-,.
wruz,iw,..,e,- -ponibl<.. 
1 will work cOT\.tin.u.ously to a-ttain th.c. hi� �e,\ cf�
�l"'.gc. and skill. in thi �a• of' ti\£ law in wh.ic:h.1-praoti«-. 
l will contribute. tim¢. ;;11n.d. 'T'¢SOUrc.e6 -b) y"b\.tc 5er\'ic.e, .,_,,,
charitabl, iu:;t:i••,frt'i<.5 and.r 6on.o worf4.. 
l :i»ill wori...to matte thel<.gal syst"rl:m-mor« accc.s.&ible, n11pon.,-1n"C. and. df«:t-l"e. 
l will hOT\.OT' i\u. rutu.irc:-ments, the. SJ)irl:t and du; intent oF­
ttw. applic.a ble -ru \¢5 o,- coclc.e of" p,-ofit,s5i()'n:a l con.duct-fin- my
ju.. risd icti.cn, -.and. wi U en.cou.Ta ge ot\u.rs -to d.o t.tu Sam(.. 
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