
Inns of Court Presentation
False Scenario

Introduction: My name is Joanne Fraser.  I allegedly got too aggressive with opposing counsel at a deposition and was suspended by the Florida Bar for 91 days and was required to provide proof of anger management counseling.  

Facts:

· I am an associate at a medium-sized law firm. I have been practicing for 5 years and handle general commercial litigation.  I take pride that I have a reputation for being a bull dog attorney.

· I was representing the plaintiff in a breach of contract case

· I was attempting to take the deposition of a third party - former employee of the defendant.

· Opposing counsel and I had a contentious background over scheduling the deposition (time and place).  

· Deposition was eventually scheduled at my office.  

· When I walked into the room, opposing counsel was sitting in the middle seat of the conference table, which is my seat.  

· I think it’s important to sit in the middle of the table when taking the depo.  It’s the more dominant position.

· I always sit at that seat so I insisted that the she move seats.  

· She said she was already sitting there so I repeated that she had to move. She kept refusing to move and it went back and forth for a while.  

· Didn’t want to back down in front of the witness or in front of other people in the room.  Plus she had been fighting with me the whole litigation and I knew it was just to egg me on and undermine me in front of the witness.  

· Finally, I got tired of her not listening to me, so I decided to try to physically move her out of my seat.  We wound up in a shoving match and I eventually through a punch after she called me names.  

· Around that time, the court reporter walked in and had to jump around to avoid having her equipment knocked over.

· Eventually another attorney stepped in a broke up the fight.  However, this attorney reported me to the Florida Bar and since this wasn’t the first time I was sanctioned, they suspended me for 91 days and required that I provided proof that I went to anger management training.  


 Rules Implicated: 
Oath of Admission- "To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, but also in all written and oral communications;
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