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PRESIDENT’S ARTICLE

INN FIELD TRIP DECEMBER 12, 2012


The December meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court is the Inn’s annual field trip.  On December 12, 2012, the members of the Inn toured the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Forensic Science Laboratory and Firearm Analysis.  The tour was conducted by Crime Lab Director Steve Johnson and Paul Mirra.

Director Johnson advised the Inn members that the Crime Lab conducts the following types of analysis:  controlled substance, blood/breath, forensic biology, DNA profiling, firearms and limited trace evidence.  The Crime Lab does not conduct toxicology analysis, which has been outsourced, and the Crime Lab does no documentation examination.


Director Johnson shared with the Inn members that the Crime Lab has to contend with the CSI Effect. Television shows depict and the general public believes that DNA results can be obtained in ten minutes.  In actuality, DNA results take two months.  Director Johnson also told the Inn members that the fingerprint analysis machines on television shows which overlay prints and then produce a photograph of the individual upon a match do not exist.

In touring the Forensic Science Laboratory the Inn members observed a Scanning Electron Microscope, also referred to as an SEM, which is used for testing gunshot residue.

The Inn members were also able to view the Breath/Alcohol Lab.  Director Johnson explained that with advances in technology breath testing is now controlled by a microprocessor and that all an analyst has to do is instruct a person to blow into the breathalyzer machine. 


The tour also included viewing the Photo Lab.  Director Johnson explained to the Inn members that film is no longer used and that all photography is now digital with images being stored electronically and backed up.


The Inn members viewed where trace evidence such as shoe prints and tire tracks are analyzed.  Inn members also observed where arson analysis is conducted with Director Johnson explaining arson analysis can determine what accelerant was used to start a fire.


The Inn members were allowed to enter the portion of the lab where controlled substances and blood is analyzed.  In this portion of the lab Inn members were also able to observe at a distance the Stain Preservation Room and learn about the DNA extraction lab.


The Inn members were also given a tour of the Firearm Analysis division of the Crime Lab. Members observed where firearms are test fired in order to recover a bullet for analysis.  The Inn members were shown the Comparison Microscope and Paul Mirra projected images on a computer screen to demonstrate the results of a comparison that matched two bullets.


Inn members observed the IBIS computer which Paul Mirra explained was a network computer which allows images of fired bullets and fired cartridge cases to be stored and then examined and compared against evidence samples from all over the United States.

Inn members learned from Paul Mirra that Firearm Analysis also includes the ability to analyze tool marks, such as screwdrivers and bolt cutters, which may have been used as weapons.


Lastly, Inn members were allowed to view the room where test ammunition is stored.


Upon the conclusion of the tour, Inn members met and socialized at the El Torito Restaurant. 



The next meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court will be held on Wednesday, January 9, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. at the Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino.  The program topic for this meeting is LOST IN TRANSLATION:  EFFECTIVE USE OF INTERPRETERS IN THE COURTS.  Court Certified Interpreters will be joining in this presentation and will also offer tips on how to most effectively use their services.

For membership information in the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court please contact kpatterson@homan-stone.com

