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PRESIDENT’S ARTICLE

HONORABLE JOSEPH B. CAMPBELL INN OF COURT MEETING
MAY 8, 2013

On May 8, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court met at the Arrowhead Country Club in San Bernardino.  

The presentation topic for the May 8, 2013, meeting was THE PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF LAWYERS (FROM SHAKESPEARE TO NOW).  The presentation was chaired by the Honorable Stanford Reichert.


The presentation began with the inquiry:  Where do people get their perceptions of lawyers?  The answer was from literature, movies, television and personal contacts/friends.


While the original presentation topic was to focus on these perceptions from Shakespeare to Now, Judge Reichert and his team expanded the focus and began their presentation with the public perception of lawyers beginning with the Bible, in which lawyers are described as burdens and hypocrites.

The presentation then turned to Shakespeare and the grave digger scene in which Hamlet asks:  “Why not this be the skull of a lawyer?”  Hamlet then goes on to lament about the lawyers “quiddities, quillities, cases, tenures and tricks” and even wonders why a dead lawyer does not sue the grave digger for battery.

In Shakespeare’s Henry VI, Cade announces that when he becomes King the first thing they will do is “kill all the lawyers.”  Judge Reichert explained to the membership that this phrase was not a reflection of how poorly lawyers were perceived, but was a perception that the way to create anarchy was to kill all the lawyers.

The movies also play a role in the public perception of lawyers and the presentation focused on five movies in particular.  The lawyer Atticus Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird is generally perceived as the quintessential lawyer, skilled and ethical.

The lawyers in Anatomy of a Murder provided a public perception that lawyers are prone to theatrics, bullying, witness tampering and questionable ethics.


In the movie The Verdict, plaintiff’s lawyer played by Paul Newman offers the public the perception that lawyers become emotionally wrapped up in settling their own scores instead of protecting their client’s interests.  The lead defense lawyer played by James Mason is perceived as a lawyer who wins at all costs.


In the movie Erin Brockovich lawyers were perceived as defenders of justice.


In the movie My Cousin Vinny, Joe Pesci’s portrayal of a lawyer gave the public the perception of a lawyer who is abrasive to the Judge, ignorant of Courtroom protocol, too inexperienced to be trying a case and raises questions of ethics by representing both of the defendants.


Television lawyers were discussed and ran the gamut from Perry Mason, who always solved the crime, to Jack McCoy, the Prosecuting Attorney from Law and Order, to Ally McBeal. The membership largely agreed that the television show that influenced the public perception of lawyers the most was LA Law.

Judge Reichert’s team provided the membership with an informative, entertaining and interactive presentation which included the use of digital response cards that allowed the membership to vote on various points and issues during the presentation.


The Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court is holding a mini fund raiser by sponsoring an evening at the San Manuel Stadium to watch the Inland Empire 66ers play the Lake Elsinore Storm on May 31, 2013.  In addition to the game, there will be a fireworks show, fifty cent hot dogs and it is Super Hero Night at the stadium.  Members were encouraged to invite associates, family and friends. 



The next meeting of the Honorable Joseph B. Campbell Inn of Court will be held on June 12, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. at the Arrowhead Country Club.  Guest speakers for this meeting will be Presiding Justice Manuel A. Ramirez of the Fourth District Court of Appeal, Division Two and Presiding Judge Marsha Slough of the San Bernardino County Superior Court both speaking on the State of their respective Courts.

