INNS OF COURT TRUE SCENARIO ON PROFESSIONALISM

RACHAEL GREENSTEIN
Introduction (Short Version) – My name is Karen Judge.  I used to be a County Judge, but I was recently removed from the bench because I was found unfit to serve.  However, I am not sure what was so wrong with selling my Christian devotional books during my free time at work.
Facts:
· I was born in Greensboro, North Carolina and married for 40 years to the late James E. Hawkins, retired Dean at FAMU.

· I have practiced law for almost 30 years.  I was a private practitioner at the beginning of my career, and then worked as a public defender prior to being elected as a County Court Judge in 1996 in Leon County. I was unopposed when I was re-elected in 2012.  I have served in the traffic, misdemeanor, civil and administrative divisions of the County Court. 
· I graduated from Andrews University in 1973 with a Bachelor’s degree in Home Economics and earned a Master’s degree in Family Relations and Human Development from Ohio State University in 1977.  I received my law degree from FSU in 1984.  

· I received many awards and accolades throughout my career, including the 2001 FAWL 50th Anniversary Golden Star Award and the 1999 Achievement Award from 100 Black Men of America, Inc. 
· I am an evangelist and feel it is important to spread the word of the gospel. 

· I founded Gaza Road Ministries in 2010 due to my passion for service. It is modeled after Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8 in the New Testament, in which he explained the way to salvation (he took the road from Jerusalem to Gaza).  My ministries motto is “searching timeless Bible truths for today’s applications.”

· In the past, my passion for service has led me to mission trips in Costa Rica (to build a school, 2001).  I have also preached in Kenya (2002), Dominican Republic (2003), Taiwan (2004), Romania (2005), Mongolia (2006), Indonesia (2007), Mexico (2008), and Brazil (2009).
· I also have a card ministry that allows me to stay in touch with church members, friends and family.

· The book I wrote in 2010 is entitled Old Stories, New Insights – Searching Bible Women’s Stories for Today’s Applications.  I sell copies at $15 each and $25 each for signed copies. 
· I have also written numerous memos on various topics including: self-esteem, perspective, trials, second coming, spiritual gifts, prayer, fear, emotions, body, mind, misplaced emphasis, obedience, service, worship, and witnessing.  These memos can be purchased at $3.00 each, with my study guide, Women as Jewels, being $10.00 each.
· During my service as a judge, in my “free time,” I often kept books in my chambers and courtroom and offered them for sale to other lawyers and courthouse staff, sometimes even in the parking garage.  I felt like this was the best way to help spread the word of my ministry teachings.  There was obviously a lot of demand for these products because I even needed my judicial assistant to help promote the books and sometimes I had to use supplies from the courthouse for the sales.  I paid my judicial assistant and gave her gifts for her help, but I did not report it to the taxing authorities or to the Judicial Qualifications Commission, and I did not really find it necessary to register my business Gaza Road Ministries as a fictitious name with the Florida Secretary of State.  It was completely voluntary for people to purchase my books, so I am not sure why anyone would have felt pressured to buy them.

· I also do not believe the time I spent on my ministries distracted me from my role as County Judge, since I only occasionally had to cancel court proceedings to attend speaking engagements for my ministry.  I often administered “Hawkins Law” which means “know your judge” and “don’t annoy your judge.”
· I also used my court email account to handle the many emails I received about my ministries because I thought it was best to receive all of my emails in one account, so I did not miss anything important. 

· I make a modest living from the ministries sales as the primary goal is to help others and not to make large profits.  In 2011, I made less than $14,000.

· The Judicial Qualifications Committee thought I lacked candor somehow during their investigation because they believed I deleted financial information from my computer that had been subpoenaed,  and that I refused to turnover flash drives.  I just did not think this information was relevant. 
· Gerald Kogan represented me during this entire ordeal. 

· The Florida Supreme Court determined it was improper for me to sell my ministry books at the courthouse.  They also thought the pictures of me in my judicial robe on my Gaza Road Ministries’ website somehow made me unfit to be a judge, and someone had the nerve to accuse me of reading magazines during court proceedings.  Even though the JQC recommended that I be reprimanded and suspended for 90 days with a $17,000 fine, the Florida Supreme Court decided to remove me from office on October 30, 2014.  They even made me step down in the middle of a court proceeding.
· I think this whole mess is completely unfounded, and I know there is at least one other judge that has sold books in his chambers and other judges who are identified by their positions on book covers.  None of those judges were removed from office.  I think the Florida Supreme Court has it all wrong, and I just think to myself that I should hold fast to my innocence and fight the good fight!
Florida Code of Judicial Conduct – Canons Violated:
1. Canon 1 – A judge shall uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

2. Canon 2A – A judge shall respect and comply with the law and shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary.

3. Canon 5D – A judge shall regulate extrajudicial activities to minimize the risk of conflict with judicial duties.  Canon 5D involves financial activities. 
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